
 
 
 

SOUTH PACIFIC CHIEF NURSING AND MIDWIFERY OFFICERS 
ALLIANCE (SPCNMOA) 
 
SPCNMOA 2008 RESOLUTION 2 
 
Strengthening Nursing and Midwifery Capacity to Reduce Risks and Deal with 
Disasters and Public Health Emergencies, including those related to Climate 
Change 
 
 
Preamble 
The South Pacific Chief Nursing and Midwifery Officers Alliance (SPCNMOA), representing the nursing and 
midwifery leaders working in Governments across the South Pacific in 14 Pacific Island Nations: 
 
Alarmed by the mounting negative effects of climate change on the health and development of Pacific 
Island nations and territories and their vulnerability to the effects of drought, floods, earthquakes, other 
national disasters and climate-sensitive diseases 
 
Acknowledging the sluggish pace of learning from disasters and insufficient investments in setting 
policies and taking action to reduce the suffering, burden of disease, death and economic costs of disasters 
and public health emergencies 
 
Affirming and fully supporting the various international, United Nations and Regional resolutions on 
disaster mitigation and climate change and health 
 
Declare that: SPCNMOA members, including academic and training institutions, WHO Collaborating 
Centres, partners, international agencies and other relevant nursing and health professional networks and 
partners, including but not limited to the American Pacific Nurse Leaders Council (APNLC), the Asia Pacific 
Emergency and Disaster Nursing Network, the Red Cross, can work together in building partnerships.  
These partnerships can inform and influence policies and actions, including the strengthening of capacities 
to assess disaster and climate change vulnerabilities, reduce risks and deal with disasters and other public 
health emergencies.  
 
SPCNMOA Commits to:  
1. Actively participate in the development, implementation and evaluation of an emergency and disaster 

‘train the trainers’ course to ensure relevance of the programme in response to the member countries 
individual needs. 
 

2. Work collaboratively with all stakeholders, including development partners, to educate and prepare 
nurses and midwives to deliver high quality care to emergency and disaster affected populations. 

 
3. Advocate for member governments to consider and prepare to deal with issues concerning 

environmental, in particular, climate changes, and the subsequent effects of this on preparing for and 
responding to emergency and disaster situations.  

 


