
These are free public lectures presented by UTS experts in science; discussing a range of important scientific issues confronting contemporary Australia. 

 

 

Great White Sharks: 
Research for conservation of the world’s greatest predator. 

 Despite being attributed with fatal attacks, Australians have a relationship with great white sharks that is a mix of 
awe, respect and fear. Encounters with great white sharks are regularly photographed and filmed, and posted on the 
internet. People are increasingly sympathetic to the ecological role of great white sharks in the ocean, and 
appreciate their beauty. In previous decades, trophy fishing, hunting, and accidental captures in nets and longlines 
began a precipitous decline in the numbers of great white sharks in Australian waters, which led to their eventual 
protection. Similar declines have occurred elsewhere around the world throughout its range.  
 
Although protected, the decline in the great white shark’s numbers may not yet have been arrested. Being an 
elusive, roaming and largely solitary animal, it is difficult to determine the actual numbers of great white sharks. 
Innovative, exciting research is beginning to reveal the complex behavior and ecology of the first few years of the life 
of great white sharks, including places that are important to them. Recovery of the great white shark population 
depends on the survival of these juveniles. 
 
Barry Bruce is a Senior Research Scientist with CSIRO Marine & Atmospheric Research based in Hobart, Tasmania. 
His research career on sharks started in 1979 assisting with the capture, transport and display of live sharks at a 
public oceanarium in Sydney. He commenced the first dedicated tagging of great white sharks in Australian waters in 
1990 after joining the Department of Fisheries in South Australia and pioneered satellite tracking of the species in 
2000 in Victorian waters. He is regarded as one of the world’s leading experts on great white sharks and his team’s 
research has been the subject of numerous national and international documentaries. Barry currently leads a team 
that uses electronic tag technologies to understand the movement patterns and behaviour of sharks - identifying 
where and when they occur, the impacts of fisheries on shark populations and the ecology of great white sharks in 
particular. His current research includes the broad-scale movements and behaviour of white sharks in Australian and 
southwest Pacific waters; the ecology of juvenile white sharks in eastern Australia: the population status and 
conservation genetics of threatened sharks and pelagic shark resource assessment. 
 
Professor William Gladstone is Head of the School of the Environment at UTS, where he also teaches environmental 
protection and management and has research interests in the conservation of marine biodiversity (in particular the 
role of marine protected areas) and cross-disciplinary approaches to conservation. Bill has worked in marine 
conservation with international and inter-governmental organizations in the Torres Strait, the Sulu-Sulawesi marine 
ecoregion, the Arabian Gulf, and the Red Sea and Gulf of Aden. Bill’s interest in great white sharks is focused on 
understanding the importance of particular places for juvenile great white sharks. 
 
When:  Thursday 19 September, 2013 
Time:     6:00pm drinks for a 6:30pm start. Concludes at 7:45pm 
Where:  Aerial Function Centre, UTS Building 10, Level 7, 235 Jones St, Ultimo (map) 
RSVP:   Wednesday 18 September, 2013 
Register online at www.science.uts.edu.au or email Lisa.Aloisio@uts.edu.au  

http://www.oceantracks.csiro.au/lab-whitesharks.html
http://cfsites1.uts.edu.au/science/staff/details.cfm?StaffId=9911
http://maps.uts.edu.au/map.cfm?point=959
http://www.science.uts.edu.au/
mailto:Lisa.Aloisio@uts.edu.au

