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Scope of this Document 

This policy document covers the support and infrastructure of the Proteomics-Biosciences 
laboratories of level 6 Building 4. The Proteomics Technology Centre of Expertise 
implements these policies once they have been agreed to by the faculty and senior stake 
holders. 

Notes 

PTCE staff are committed to providing assistance and support where possible. We will 
provide all due care. We expect that researchers take due responsibility for their own 
samples and equipment in response to the threat of loss. 

Issues of cold storage will be dealt with by the local area custodian. 

Under certain circumstances such as equipment or power failure, items in refrigerators 
and freezers may be covered by insurance for loss. The excess for these claims is 
$10,000, so claims are generally only useful when large amounts of stock are lost. 

 
Refrigerators Freezers,- 80 Ultra-Freezers and Liquid N2 Cryo Dewers 

PTCE floor operations staff are responsible for: 

o Providing and policing an inventory log system 

o Ensuring power supply to all fridges freezers, and -80’s  

o Servicing the doors and seals of -80’s 

o Providing connection to the building’s emergency back up power 

o Ensuring electrical operation of all units 

o Ensure current electrical safety testing 

o Replacing or repairing units that have electrically failed 

o Responding to electrical failure of equipment and their electrical supply 

o Ensuring supply of Liquid Nitrogen to Cryo Dewers 

o Consulting and informing researchers regarding failures and access 
rights 



 
 

PTCE staff will not take direct responsibility for: 

o Ensuring users close their doors properly 

o Defrosting or cleaning fridges and freezers 

o Searching for or replacing items lost or relocated by researchers 

 

Researchers and other lab users are expected to: 

o Observe and follow the allocations and standard record system methods 

o Take responsibility for labeling and tracking their own equipment and 
samples 

o Respecting the property and usage rights of other researchers 

o Informing PTCE staff and other researchers of issues that might affect 
them 

o Ensuring a contingency backup for their own critical samples 

o Personally contribute to the relocation of their own items when and if this 
becomes necessary 

Cold Rooms 

Bench space in cold rooms is useable for active experiments only. 

In the interests of space efficiency and safety, equipment that is not being used on a 
regular basis is not to be kept on benches in cold rooms. 

Access to and usage of the cold room is not heavily regulated but will be reviewed when 
necessary by the Local Area Custodian and the Operations Manager to allow for fair 
usage rights of all interested parties. 

PTCE staff will not take on additional responsibilities to compensate for any researchers 
refusal to cooperate. 

PTCE floor operations staff are responsible for: 

o Ensuring electrical operation of the cold room 

 

PTCE staff will not take direct responsibility for: 

o Searching for or replacing items lost or relocated by researchers 



 
 

Researchers and other lab users are expected to: 

o Take responsibility for labeling and tracking their own equipment and 
samples 

o Respecting the property and usage rights of other researchers 

o Informing PTCE staff and other researchers of issues that might affect 
them 

o Ensuring a contingency backup for their own critical samples 

o Personally contribute to the relocation of their own items when and if this 
becomes necessary 

 


