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Today’s workshop 

 

• To understand how paragraphs work. 

 

• Analyse introductory paragraphs 

 

• Analyse body paragraphs 

 

• Analyse concluding paragraphs 

 

• Cohesion at the paragraph level  
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Questions 

• How long should a good paragraph be? Is 

there a minimum/maximum length/number of 

sentences? 

 

• Is a one-sentence paragraph ok? Yes/no? 

Why? 

 

• Do I need to have references in every 

paragraph? 
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Writing an introduction 

 

• An introduction is used in an essay, a report, an article, a 
thesis, a journal, a literature review, or any other piece of 
academic writing. 

• If an introduction is poorly written, then you have lost your 
readers' goodwill and have confused them right from the 
beginning, and can be sure of losing marks. 

• If the introduction is poorly written, then it usually follows 
that the rest of the essay /report etc. will be disorganised and 
confused.  

• Getting the introduction right makes it far easier to write the 
rest of the assignment. 
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• Any introduction must contain the following: 

 

• An introduction to the topic 

• Brief, relevant background information 

and/or other contextualising material 

• Any definitions that are needed to explain or 

limit the scope of the essay question.   

• A thesis statement 

• An outline (Scope points)  
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Introduction  



Introduction 

• Question 

 

• Should the death penalty be restored in 

Australia? 

 

• What are your options for responses here? 

 

• For / against / discussion 
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Introduction 

• An introduction to the topic 

 

• The restoration of the death penalty for serious 

crimes is an issue of debate in the Australia 
because of the recent rise in violent crime.  
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Introduction 

• Brief, relevant background information and/or 
other contextualising material: 

 

• The causes, effects and solutions to the 
problems of violent crime raise a number of 
complex issues which are further complicated 
by the way that crime is reported. Newspapers 
often sensationalise crime in order to increase 
circulation and this makes objective discussion 
more difficult.  
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Introduction 

• Thesis statement 

 

• This essay will examine the arguments for and 

against the death penalty.  
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Introduction 

• Outline (scope points) 

 

• It will focus on deterring violent crimes, the 

fundamental role of the penal system and 

ethical considerations.  
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Paragraphs 

• A paragraph is a related group of sentences which 
develops one main idea. 

 

• Each paragraph should have one main idea which is 
controlled by the topic sentence 

 

• This is usually the first sentence in a paragraph  

  

• A topic sentence has two parts: The topic & the 
controlling idea. 

 

• The main argument in favour of restoring the death 
penalty is that it acts as a deterrent.   

  
• Everything else in the paragraph supports that topic 

sentence. 
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Body Paragraphs 

• A topic sentence has two parts: The topic & the 

controlling idea. 

 

• The main argument in favour of restoring the 

death penalty is that it acts as a deterrent.   
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Body Paragraph 1 

• The main argument in favour of restoring the death penalty 
is that it acts as a deterrent. It could be argued that 
knowing that one will face the ultimate punishment of 
death will act to dissuade potential criminals from violent 
crime. Statistics show that when the death penalty was 
temporarily withdrawn in Britain between 1965 and 1969 
the murder rate increased by 25% (Clark, 2005). However, 
other reasons that might have lead to this rise need to be 
considered. Amnesty International (1996) claims that it is 
impossible to prove that capital punishment is a greater 
deterrent than being given a life sentence in prison and 
that “… in general, evidence…. gives no support to the 
link between the law & the increase in violence’. It seems 
at best that the deterrence theory is yet to be proven. 
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Body Paragraphs 

• Use the MESYL approach: 

 

• M = make the point 

• E = explain the point 

• S =  support the point 

• Y = your voice (critical comment) 

• L = link it back to the question 
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Body Paragraphs 

• Make the point (topic sentence) 

 

• The main argument in favour of restoring the 

death penalty is that it acts as a deterrent.   
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Body Paragraphs 

• Explain the point 

 

• It could be argued that knowing that one will 

face the ultimate punishment of death will act 

to dissuade potential criminals from violent 

crime.  
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Body Paragraphs 

• Support the point (evidence, examples, facts 

etc.) 

 

 

• Statistics show that when the death penalty 

was temporarily withdrawn in Britain between 

1965 and 1969 the murder rate increased by 

25% (Clark, 2005).  
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Body Paragraphs 

• Your voice (critical comment – i.e. reflect upon 

the evidence / citation) 

 

• However, other reasons that might have lead to 

this rise need to be considered.  
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Body Paragraphs 

• Support the point (again) 

 

• Amnesty International (1996) claims that it is 

impossible to prove that capital punishment is a 

greater deterrent than being given a life 

sentence in prison and that “… in general, 

evidence…. gives no support to the link 

between the law & the increase in violent 

crimes.”  
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Body Paragraphs 

• Link it back to the question 

 

 

• It seems at best that the deterrence theory is 

yet to be proven.  
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Body Paragraphs 

• Now you try with the second body paragraph 
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Body Paragraphs 

• Make the point 

 

• A further argument to support the death 

penalty is the concept of ‘retribution’.  

22 



Body Paragraphs 

• Explain the point 

 

• There is a basic appeal to the simple claim that 

‘the punishment should fit the crime’.  
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Body Paragraphs 

• Support the point 

 

• 1Calder (2003) neatly summarises this argument 

when he says that killers give up their rights 

when they kill and that if punishments are too 

lenient then it shows that we undervalue the 

right to live.2 Brown (2009) also advocates for 

just and fair penalties that are equal to the 

crime committed.  
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Body Paragraphs 

• Your voice 

 

• Both therefore appear to support the concept 

of justice systems whose main purpose is 

punishment and the removal of dangerous 

individuals from society.  
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Conclusions 

The conclusion should: 

 

• start with a transition signal 

• restate the thesis statement 

• summarise the arguments from the body, i.e. 

scope points from the essay 

• make a final statement about the topic. 

• note any implications resulting from your 

discussion of the topic, as well as 

recommendations, forecasting future trends, 

and the need for further research. 
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Conclusions 

• The conclusion should not: 

• just sum up 

• introduce any new information 

• focus merely on one point of your argument 

• include any references or citations 

• Just rewrite the scope points from the 

introduction 
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Conclusions 

Transition signal 

 

• In conclusion,  

 

Restatement of thesis 

 

•  this essay analysed the arguments for and 

against the death penalty.  
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Conclusions 

Summary of main ideas 

• The question as to whether the role of the 

justice system is to mete out retribution or to 

provide rehabilitation is at the core of the 

debate.  

 

Final statement 

• Parliaments must lead the way in upholding 

human rights and take measures to ensure the 

message that killing is always wrong is clear.  
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