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Welcome to Excellence in Brief

Greetings. Since the March issue of
Excellence In Brief, ACELG staff and research
leaders have presented findings and
facilitated discussions at high level
international sector events in Canada,
Indonesia, Papua New Guinea, Pakistan and
South Africa. Local government colleagues
from these countries are particularly
interested in how Australian local government

has initiated and driven key improvements particularly in areas such
as workforce planning, place making and contemporary governance
processes. These broader engagements enhance ACELG’s work and
our sector’s international reputation as one that is innovative and
ideas-based. In Australia, staff from a range of local government
organisations continued to actively engage with local government
leaders about ACELG research through conferences, seminars and
ACELG initiated research and workforce forums. More ACELG events
are planned for the next quarter so do I hope you can be involved.

Also since the last edition, the Federal Government delivered its first
budget. A number of measures if implemented will counteract the
positive momentum established by local government on issues such
as workforce planning, improved governance, the environment, and
employment of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people (of which
our sector is the largest employer). Please read our responses to the
budget (accessible from this newsletter) and let us know your
thoughts. Leaving local government out of the conversation on welfare
reform and other finance-based changes is a lost opportunity for the
Federal Government to positively contribute to ‘productive
communities’ – the theme of the 2014 LGMA National Congress. Local
government is both a sector and influential community voice, and is
ready to join our federal colleagues in the conversation.

In the meantime, ACELG will continue to strive to produce high quality
research and innovative solutions for the local government sector, and
I invite you to collaborate with us.

Associate Professor Roberta Ryan
Director
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ACELG Responds to 2014-15 Budget

https://sendstudio.itd.uts.edu.au/sendstudionx/display.php?M=4510339&C=7bb6e8b5687fbdc34639da9db47dd304&L=5424&N=9467


Measures proposed in the Federal budget will present challenges for local
governments and their communities. ACELG has provided commentary on
significant issues drawing on relevant research such as: assets and
infrastructure; the dissolution of the COAG Reform Council and resultant
diminishment of intergovernmental collaboration; and, employment of Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander people in local government.
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Local Government Research Forum

More than 80 local government professionals attended the ACELG Local
Government Research Forum in Melbourne on 30 April, co-hosted this year by
LGMA (National) as part of its National Congress & Business Expo. A keynote
from Prof Alex Brillantes from the University of the Philippines contextualised a
number of presentations into an international perspective. View the full story and
presentations here.

DIARY NOTE: The next ACELG Research Forum will be held in Darwin on 5 September. Visit the ACELG website for more
information.
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Climate Adaption Resource Launch and Workshop

Mayor Angelo Tsirekas of The City of Canada Bay (NSW) recently launched a new
ACELG resource called Climate Adaptation Manual for Local Government:
Embedding Resilience to Climate Change. ACELG was represented at the
launch by Deputy Director Melissa Gibbs, who commented on the pleasing
number of councils across the country involved in the research. The City also
hosted a workshop following the launch that allowed participants to trial a number

of 'how to' steps from the Manual about increasing climate resilience in local areas. View story and Manual
here. Contact Stefanie Pillora.

Image courtesy City of Canada Bay - Back to top

Workforce Development Forum

The 7th ACELG-LGMA Local Government Workforce Development Forum was
held in Canberra at the Australian National University between 7-8 April 2014.
Presenters focused on case studies related to key aspects of the National
Workforce Strategy 2013-2020 to foster peer-to-peer learning, information
exchange and discussion. View presentations and more information related to
the Australian local government workforce here.

DIARY NOTE: The next ACELG-LGMA Indigenous Employment in Local Government Roundtable will be held in Fremantle
between 14-16 July. Contact angela.zivkovic@acelg.org.au for more information.

Back to top

ACELG Chair Appointed to UTS

The ACELG Chairperson The Hon. Margaret Reynolds has been appointed to the
University of Technology, Sydney (UTS) as Visiting Professor. Professor Reynolds'
expertise will be invaluable for Centre staff and students and the broader UTS
community. A video interview with Professor Reynolds about her unique career in local
and federal Australian Government can be viewed here.

http://www.acelg.org.au/news/local-government-can-fire-economy
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Launch of Service Delivery Review Manual

On Monday 23 June the General Manager of Port Stephens Council (NSW) Mr
Peter Gesling launched a new ACELG resource called Local Government Service
Delivery Review Manual, at the council. A short seminar about the Manual
followed the launch. The manual can be assessed from the ACELG website.
Contact Tim.Robinson@uts.edu.au for further information. 
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RESEARCH NEWS

New ACELG Resources

Climate Adaptation Manual: Embedding Resilience to Climate Change
Undertaken in partnership with councils in all Australian states, this practical resource will
assist councils with climate risk assessment and planning activities. More information »

Leadership in Local Government: Factors Affecting the Appointment of CEOs
This research looks at the qualities, experiences and attributes that councils in Western
Australian look forin prospective CEOs, and the formal and informal policies and
processes councils use to identify and recruit suitable candidates. More information »

Pilot Infrastructure Sustainability Rating Tool to Local Council Road Management
Completed by consortium partner the IPWEA, this research details the council-based trial
of a ratings tool currently under development for sustainable infrastructure management.
The paper will be useful for those with an interest in road asset management,

benchmarking and sustainability best practice. Download »

View all ACELG resources at our upgraded Publications Page »
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Upcoming ACELG Reports

The following ACELG resources will also be released shortly:

Attraction and Retention of CEOs and Senior staff in Rural-Remote and Indigenous Local
Government
Recruitment and Performance Management for Rural-Remote and Indigenous Local Government
Integrated Long Term Planning Within Rural-Remote and Indigenous Local Government.

Subscribe to either the ACELG Twitter or Facebook account to receive alerts as soon as they are published
on the ACELG website.
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ACELG International Research

International interest in the work and expertise of ACELG continues to grow with recent presentations and
professional engagements by ACELG consortium staff including:

ACELG Chairperson The Hon. Margaret Reynolds outlined key ACELG research to senior New
York municipal staff and academics, including Prof Mildred Warner from Cornell University
Centre Director A/Prof Roberta Ryan participated in workshops and conferences in Pakistan,
South Africa and Canada, including meetings with local government staff of The City of Ottawa
following her presentation to the International Research Society for Public Management
Conference
Deputy Director Melissa Gibbs travelled to Indonesia to scope a series of study programs for

http://www.acelg.org.au/news/enhancing-local-government-services
mailto:Tim.Robinson@uts.edu.au
http://acelg.org.au/news/local-resilience-climate-change
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http://acelg.org.au/file/2058/download
http://acelg.org.au/publications
https://twitter.com/ACELG
https://www.facebook.com/ACELG
http://www.mildredwarner.org/warner


senior Government of Indonesian officials which was recently delivered at UTS
Research Manager Stefanie Pillora spoke at the CLGF Pacific Local Government Forum about the
ACELG 'enhancing local research' initiative.

Staff of consortium partner UTS:CLG also attended the IRSPM in Ottawa and outlined ACELG research.
ACELG research about international alliances and local government will report shortly. Contact Melissa
Gibbs.
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LEARNING and DEVELOPMENT

Local Leadership Program to Commence

The next offer of the ANZSOG-ACELG Excellence in Local Government Leadership program will take place
in 21-25 July. Late entry enrolments are possible for this once a year opportunity. More information »
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Councillor Pilot Program

The ACELG-supported Elected Members Executive Certificate Program was
delivered in-house to the Riverina Eastern Regional Organisation of Councils in
Wagga Wagga in May, with councillors from the region attending. Presenters
included LGNSW Board member Councillor Maria Woods and ACELG Deputy
Director Melissa Gibbs. Chair of REROC, Councillor Paul Braybrook will present
to the group in July. Contact Geraldine O’Connor. More information »
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LGMA Management Challenge

ACELG has again supported LGMA National’s annual Management Challenge
held in regions across Australia and New Zealand recently. Consortium partner
UTS: CLG completed the design of the Challenge based on the theme
‘Productive Communities’ and facilitated the Challenge in Sydney. Regional
winners will complete in the Australasian finals in June. LGMA (National) is an
ACELG partner. Pictured are the Muswellbrook Shire Council (NSW) team

members. View other photos from the Challenge here. Contact Sophi Bruce or national@lgma.org.au.
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OTHER NEWS

Two new members have joined the ACELG Board of Management: Dr Shayne Silcox, Chief
Executive Officer of the City of Melville (WA) will represent the LGMA (replacing Ms Penny Holloway)
and Mr Michael Kahler, President of and representing IPWEA replaces Mr Paul Di Iulio. The next
ACELG Board meeting will be held in Western Australia in July.

A/Prof Roberta Ryan has been appointed as co-editor of the Commonwealth Journal of Local
Governance and also joins its editorial board. This open access journal advocates for best practice
and new research within Commonwealth local governments. Articles and commentaries are
invited. More information ».

Recent editorial by Director Roberta Ryan about budget impacts can be found here and here. An
interview with ACELG Author John Comrie about use of debt in local government can be accessed
here. John will present this ACELG research to the IPWEA Sustainability in Public Works
Conference and the next Local Government Association of Tasmania conference in July. See also
the ‘ACELG In the News’ page.
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In addition to international presentations, consortium staff outlined ACELG research to the LGMA
National Congress and Expo: Roberta Ryan on ‘Urban Design and Place Making’; Melissa Gibbs
and LGMA National CEO John Ravlic about future-proofing the local government workforce; and
Melissa Gibbs to the Women in Local Government Networking Breakfast as part of the Congress.
Other conference presentations were to Rural Councils Victoria (Melissa Gibbs); Best Value in
Local Government conference (ANZSOG Deputy Dean Peter Allen; Melissa Gibbs). ACELG staff will
also attend and present material to the IPWEA Sustainability in Public Works Conference in July.

ACELG had an exhibition stand at the recent ALGA National General Assembly of Local
Government 15-18 June. A pleasing number of delegates dropped by the stand to find out about
the latest news and resources, particularly related to John Comrie’s presentation about debt in
local government.
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ACELG Community Highlights

Unlocking the democratic value of localism
By Tanveer Ahmed, Canada Bay Council

Councils using iBeacons for proximity-based messaging
By Adam Mowlam, Wyndham City Council
 

Innovation roundup: waste management
By Chris Lewis

View more posts at the ACELG Community »

Submit your own written blogs here »
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