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7.00pm Symposium Dinner

WIRELESS ACCESS 
 
STEP 1: Enable wireless on your device and select the network UniSydney-Guest 
 
STEP 2: Open your browser. You will be automatically directed to a log in page 
 
STEP 3: Enter the username LawConference and password LawConference 
 
NOTE: All usernames/passwords are case sensitive.



CONFERENCE PROGRAM                                                                                         *subject to change

Wednesday 15 July (Venue: UTS: Dean’s Boardroom, Level 12, Chau Chak Wing Building)

8.30am-8.50am Arrival and Registration

8.50am-9.00am
Welcome and Housekeeping

Lucy Fiske  

9.00am-10.00am
KEYNOTE: Title TBA                                                           

Speaker: Pamela Scully                                                               Moderator: Rita Shackel

10.00am-10.30am Morning tea

10.30am-12.30pm

PANEL SESSION

Transformative reparations and gender inequities: addressing the socio-economic 
challenges for women victims of sexual violence post-conflict.

Speakers: Louise Chappell, Andrea Durbach and Sarah Williams

                                                                                                 Moderator: Helen Scanlon

12.30pm-1.30pm Lunch

1.30pm-2.45pm

1. The effects of indigenous patriarchal systems on women’s political participation in 
post-conflict settings: evidence from Somalia

Speaker: Rahma Abdulkadir

2. “Women are not ready to [vote for] their own”: Gendered citizenship, and 
remaking democracy after the post-election violence in Kenya

Speaker: Christina Kenny                                  Moderators: Carol Angir & Jelke Boesten

2.45pm-3.15pm Afternoon tea

3.15pm-4.30pm

1. Perspectives on the higher education of women in Afghanistan: a pilot project in 
conjunction with the Gawharshad Institute of Higher Education, Kabul, Afghanistan.

Speaker: Nina Burridge, Anne Maree Payne, Nasima Rahmani

2. “She has to be strong” – The intersection of gender, displacement and disability in 
post-conflict settings.

Speaker: Emma Pearce                                                             Moderator: Pamela Scully

4.30pm-5.00pm
Wrap up

Rita Shackel & Lucy Fiske



VENUES  
 
 
PUBLIC LECTURE & DAY ONE (13 & 14 JULY)

Sydney Law School

New Law Building (F10)

Eastern Avenue, Camperdown Campus

DAY TWO (15 JULY)

Dean’s Boardroom

Level 12

UTS’ Chau Chak Wing Building

14 Ultimo Road, Haymarket



ABSTRACTS

PUBLIC LECTURE

Kelly Dawn Askin

Post Conflict Gender Justice - Extraordinary Attention, Extra 
and Ordinary Lack of Progress 

Throughout the world, there is no shortage of dire news of the 
horrific treatment of sex crimes in conflict and post-conflict 
situations. In the past two decades, international law and the 
jurisprudence from international war crimes tribunals have 
made enormous strides in providing some measure of justice to 
victims and in recognizing rape as a weapon of warfare, but far 
more needs to be done.

A series of UN Security Council Resolutions, international 
conferences, and myriad reports have endeavored to address 
some of the most complex issues impacting women, war, and 
peace. Yet despite countless efforts and worldwide attention 
to a proliferation of gender crimes, the progress is disturbingly 
modest.

KEYNOTE PRESENTATIONS

Jelke Boesten

Recalling violence: gender and memory work in contemporary 
post-conflict settings

Symbolic reparation, or public memory work, is increasingly 
seen as an essential part of post-conflict reparation, both by 
global institutions such as the UN as well as by local and global 
Transitional Justice advocates. Artists, writers, and curators 
represent, critique or deconstruct elements of a violent past 
that are often contested, thereby contributing to debates 
about the nature of reparation and representation. Taking 
the Peruvian case as a starting point, this paper explores the 
tension between top-down and bottom-up initiatives and 
between different narratives of the past. In particular, I will 
explore victimhood, agency, and representation across lines 
of class, race, and gender and look at how gendered aspects 
of violence are recalled in artistic representations of the past, 
and if and how such representations may provide any form of 
redress, reparation, or consolation for victim-survivors of war. 

Pamela Scully
Ebola and Post-Conflict Gender Justice

In 2014, Ebola took hold in Liberia, Guinea and Sierra Leone. 
Women were at the epicenter of the disease: Liberia’s Ministry 
of Health estimated that some 75 percent of the deaths 
were of women, who care for the sick and the bodies of the 
dead, and thus are most vulnerable to infection. By May 2015 
it had infected some 20, 000 people and killed over 11,000 
in those countries (CDC). In the autumn of 2014. President 
Johnson Sirleaf’s government, declared a state of emergency 
and quarantined the largest informal settlement in Monrovia, 
with disastrous effects, including one death from violence. 
Liberia was overwhelmed. But in May 2015, the World Health 
Organization declared Liberia free from Ebola: it became 
the first of the three countries to emerge from the terrible 
sentence of this disease.

How do we weigh the role of transitional justice in both 
the spread of Ebola, women’s deathly encounters with the 
disease, but also its defeat in Liberia? This paper examines the 
complex legacies of post-conflict reconstruction, including the 
presidency of Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, using the lens of Ebola in 
Liberia. It reflects on the implications of transitional justice’s 
focus on the formal legal system and the state for women. 
I conclude by exploring the success of community/NGO 
partnerships in ending Ebola as a way forward for re-imagining 
a more sustainable post-conflict gender justice.

SESSION ONE

Rita Shackel and Lucy Fiske
Making Clients out of Citizens and Victims out of Survivors? 
Deconstructing women’s empowerment in transitional justice 
and post-conflict interventions

Post conflict interventions are dominated by legal, security and 
development discourses. There is an emerging standardised 
‘set’ of international responses to conflict including 
internationally mediated peace negotiations, prosecutions, truth 
commissions and an influx of aid and development NGOs. 

After sustained efforts from women’s movements and civil 
society, international actors are broadening their concerns 
to include the impacts of conflict on women. International 
Criminal Law (ICL) has recognised sexual violence against 
women as a war crime and a crime against humanity in certain 
circumstances. UN resolutions certify the importance of 
women’s involvement in peace processes and post conflict 
rebuilding. Women are becoming increasingly more visible in 
political, legal and public discourse as victims of war.

Many high status interventions deal primarily with elites from 
within conflict communities and seek to rebuild on a western 
neoliberal democratic model with little accommodation of local 
practices or involvement of those most adversely impacted 
by the conflict. This model often reinforces pre-existing 
structural inequalities and further privileges those most able 
to access power, and further marginalises those with least 
access to political, economic and cultural power. Meanwhile, 
NGO development interventions are fraught with tensions, 
often emerging from and operating within colonial charitable 
paradigms which, arguably paradoxically reinforce dependency 
and powerlessness.

In this paper we draw on fieldwork conducted with women 
affected by violence in Kenya, eastern DRC and northern 
Uganda to examine the ways in which a range of transitional 
justice mechanisms operate. In particular, we explore the 
effects of such interventions on women’s agency and their 
self-identification as citizens. We question whether large scale 
NGO service provision, international prosecutions and other 
interventions might be inadvertently distancing women from 
their own resilience, resourcefulness and agency. In particular 
we question the unintended effects of women appearing 
before ICL largely as victims and before INGOs as clients 
while remaining largely absent from political decision making 
processes at every level of society. 



Helen Scanlon
Women’s Bodies as a Landscape of Trauma: Race, Class, 
Gender and Reparations in the New South Africa

Twenty years into South Africa’s democracy debates have re-
emerged over the limitations of both the material and symbolic 
reparation initiatives created following the much lauded Truth 
and Reconciliation Commission (TRC) of 1996.  However, in the 
two decades since South Africa’s first free and fair elections 
a widening chasm has emerged between the promises of 
“transformation” and the realities of on-going widespread 
poverty and inequalities. As a result, mobilisation is now 
underway by former TRC commissioners such as Archbishop 
Desmond Tutu and Dr Alex Boraine to push for some of the 
unrealised promises of reparations by the TRC to be fulfilled in 
order to advance social justice in the country.  Indeed, South 
Africa’s beleaguered transformation is particularly apparent in 
terms of the prevalent level of gender-based violence, often 
cited as the highest in the world and the ongoing feminisation 
of poverty.

As such, it is timely to consider how gender-based concerns 
have been addressed in the country through its reparations 
process.  Restitution, compensation and memorialisation 
reparations fulfil a number of practical and symbolic purposes 
of acknowledging the harm inflicted upon victims. And 
according to gender activists reparations have the potential to 
drive post-conflict transformation of socio-cultural injustices 
and inequalities. While superficially black women’s role and 
persecution under apartheid has been “memorialised” through 
the creation of sites of memory such as the women’s jail in 
Johannesburg, the renaming of roads after activists and even 
the creation of an annual “women’s day” holiday on 9th August, 
questions remain over the impact of these endeavours.  This 
was perhaps most starkly portrayed by the silent protest of 
a young African woman during “women’s” month 2014 when 
she stripped naked in Nelson Mandela Square in Sandton, 
Johannesburg and stood at the feet of the six-metre-high 
bronzed statue of the former president.  Dubbed “Braveheart” 
on social media it was suggested this woman’s action at a 
central site of South African capitalism was directed at the 
commodification of the symbol of Nelson Mandela. More 
critically, it was also seen as emblematic of the failure of the 
new South Africa to deliver its promises to the majority of 
women who remain vulnerable and “naked” despite the new 
gender-sensitive laws and constitutional framework.    

This paper will take a critical look at South Africa’s attempts to 
confront its brutal past through reparations and assess how far 
their “symbolic” purpose has been realised.  The conversion of 
the women’s jail in Johannesburg into the national Commission 
of Gender Equality, for example, does not acknowledge the 
fact that while all black male political leaders were sent to 
Robben Island, also a site of memory, women political prisoners 
were generally separated and scattered across jails throughout 
the country.  Given current debates over revisiting the promise 
of reparative justice by the TRC Commissioners it is an 
opportune time to reflect on how reparations for gender based 
crimes have been received by victim-survivors and interrogate 
what could be done to better curate South Africa’s histories of 
gendered harms.  

SESSION TWO

Angeline Lewis
Legitimacy and the Quest for Gender-Focused Law Reform by 
Foreign Interveners

In the Iraqi city of Najaf in September 2003, the Coalition’s 
military governor ‘de-Ba’athified’ the local judiciary, and in the 
reappointment process sought to place a female judge on the 
previously all-male bench. He was forced to back down on the 
day of the appointment by the ‘turbulent protest, supported by 
many local women, who felt that the Americans were imposing 
their social values upon the Iraqis.’

This incident highlights a number of fundamental concerns 
in the quest for gender-focused law reform during and after 
armed conflict. The key to the legitimacy of law reform is 
finding the means by which local women can voice their 
own concerns and propose their own reforms. Often these 
concerns will diverge from the focus on access to transitional 
criminal justice which is the predominant emphasis of 
contemporary post conflict rule of law reform agendas. They 
are likely to be highly particular to the pre-conflict gender 
norms in the women’s own society and to the disruption of 
those norms during the conflict just ending. Importantly in this 
respect, the disruption may take the form not just of collapsing 
norms but the reinforcement or indeed conservatisation of pre-
conflict norms regarding roles for all genders.  

Drawing on the author’s experience in Iraq in 2007, and wider 
research into the groundswell of rule of law reform by foreign 
interveners in the last fifteen years, the paper questions the 
level of generality at which ‘gender justice’ as postulated 
in current post-conflict rule of law theory can usefully be 
considered. It is suggested that the concept of gendered 
experience of war is a critical new step in academic discourse, 
but the debate must quickly move ahead to a more nuanced 
understanding of women’s interests within their own society 
and its influences, with a view to locally legitimate reform.

Kiran Grewal
Using War to Shift Peacetime Norms: The Example of Forced 
Marriage in Sierra Leone

The post-conflict environment offers a potentially rich site 
for establishing new gender norms, roles and identities. While 
the trauma and destruction caused by conflict is of course 
highly negative, in many locations women have identified 
the enormous social upheaval caused by conflict as also 
creating possibly positive shifts in gender and other social 
norms. Unfortunately this positive potential is quite often 
not harnessed within post-conflict strategies, responses and 
interventions. Whether at the international, national or local 
level, peacebuilding is often envisaged in ways that revolve 
around a return to the status quo (Handrahan 2004) rather 
than the creation of a new, progressive or radically different 
social order. 

In this paper I will focus on the relationship between post-
conflict justice strategies and women’s activism in Sierra 
Leone. Looking specifically at the international prosecutions for 
the crime of forced marriage, I will explore the ways in which 
that crime was defined within international jurisprudence and 
at the same time utilized as an advocacy tool by Sierra Leonean 
women seeking to change norms around marriage. In doing 
this I will highlight both the potentially conservative nature of 
institutional post-conflict interventions and the innovative ways 
in which women may make use of the post-conflict setting to 
enact social change. 



Sofia Macher
Quechua Women: Agency in the Testimonials of Public 
Hearings of the CVR - Peru.

Peru lived through an internal armed conflict, started in 
1980 by Maoist Group Sendero Luminoso (Shining Path), 
which was the most intense and extensive armed conflict 
of its republican life and unfolded the deep gaps existing in 
Peruvian society. After the conflict and when democracy was 
restored in the country, the interim government, in response to 
citizen demand, created in 2001 the Comisión de la Verdad y 
Reconciliación (CVR – Truth and Reconciliation Commission). 

The CVR organized public hearings to receive the oral 
testimonials from the victims and, thus, it created a unique 
democratic space in the country.

The investigation analyzes the agency of six Quechua women 
who reinterpreted the hegemonic story of the conflict, 
projecting their identity and representing others in their oral 
testimonials. The oral testimonial proved to be an essential 
tool to de-build and rebuild the image of the “other.” The 
testimonials analyzed are divided into three groups: leaders, 
household mothers and young people. The following is 
analyzed: speech strategies, the roles and their speeches, the 
representation of others, the re-preparation of the story of 
the conflict, the search for recognition, and demands to the 
Government.  

Quechua women acted in view of the opportunity given to 
them by the CVR and managed to give a new meaning to the 
story of the armed conflict. The stories they tell go beyond the 
description of the rapes suffered. Quechua women showed 
how they faced disparagement and the lack of solidarity, and 
how they succeeded with their families. With more or less 
self-consciousness, they articulated a narration, assigned 
responsibilities, represented others and expressed demands. 
Despite being victims, they did not stop showing themselves 
as people with an agency capacity (in the particular case of 
female young people, in direct relation to their age during the 
conflict, a lesser degree of agency can be observed).

The democratic institutional framework in the country does not 
achieve yet the thorough participation of indigenous women. 
However, these public hearings proved to be a space that 
opened up, though momentarily, the citizen exercise of these 
women.

SESSION THREE

Dianne Otto
Conundrums of Regulating the Sexual Economies of Peace 
Support Operations

After many years of ignoring reports of sexual violence in 
peace support operations and the myriad ways that UN 
peacekeepers impact on local economies of sex, the UN 
Secretary-General adopted a zero tolerance approach to all 
forms of ‘sexual exploitation and abuse’ in October 2003. 
The policy bans nearly all forms of sexual activity between 
UN employees and the ‘beneficiaries’ of UN assistance, 
including all forms of sex work and ‘relationships’ outside 
marriage that have not received approval from the head of 
the mission. In this paper, I will argue that there are serious 
problems with the zero tolerance policy, including that it 
gives new life to conservative ideas about women’s sexual 
vulnerability in post-conflict societies, and perpetuates a (neo)
colonial relationship between the UN and the people whom 
its ‘missions’ have come to rescue and protect. For these 
reasons, I argue the policy should be rejected and replaced by 
a regulatory approach that distinguishes between forced and 
consensual sex, and is focused on ensuring that those involved 
in transactional sex enjoy safe and healthy working conditions 
and receive adequate remuneration.

Philipp Kastner and Elisabeth Roy Trudel 
Peace negotiations: an opportunity to reconsider gender 
equality?

Women are typically absent from peace negotiations. They 
rarely occupy formal positions of political or military leadership, 
neither within states nor armed groups. Since peace 
negotiations are usually conducted between representatives 
of the belligerents, peace-making, like war-making, is a 
male-dominated endeavour. Moreover, common perceptions 
of women as passive victims keep them away from the 
negotiating table, with gender relations rarely being considered 
as lying at the heart of a conflict. However, there is an 
increasingly shared understanding that women are affected 
intensely, and in specific ways, by armed conflicts. By way of 
example, several United Nations documents have in recent 
years confirmed that women should play a more active role in 
peace processes.

Relying on a substantive equality approach inspired by feminist 
legal scholars, this paper argues that peace processes are 
unique opportunities to reconsider structural problems in 
society. However, the superficial inclusion of a few women 
from the urban elite and unsubstantial references to gender 
issues in peace agreements portraying women primarily as 
victims cannot be sufficient, since the political discrimination 
that excludes most women from peace processes is often 
rooted in well-entrenched, unequal socio- economic gender 
relations. Addressing the gendered dimensions of violence and 
poverty, which are among the causes of many armed conflicts, 
in peace negotiations may hence generate fundamental 
changes in a post-conflict society and contribute to the lasting 
resolution of armed conflicts. Instead of further victimising 
women – who are typically seen as “victims” to whom “justice” 
is to be “delivered” – the approach suggested here accounts 
for the fact that women are a diverse group: they may 
contribute to an armed conflict as combatants, experience 
violence predominantly as silenced civilian victims or actively 
promote peace. The paper hence argues that we must include 
and listen attentively to a wider variety of voices from diverse 
political backgrounds and socio- economic realities.



SESSION FOUR

Panel Session: Louise Chappell, Andrea Durbach and Sarah 
Williams

Transformative reparations and gender inequities: addressing 
the socio-economic challenges for women victims of sexual 
violence post-conflict.

Transformative reparations have been identified as a distinct 
tool to combat the endemic problem of sexual violence 
against women post-conflict. More particularly, international 
justice advocates and feminist legal scholars have identified 
reparations as a mechanism that courts, such as the 
International Court of Criminal Justice (ICC) and analogous 
tribunals, can employ to transform the conditions underlying 
the violence and to prevent its recurrence. 

Recent figures indicate that women represent 90% of victims 
of sexual violence in war and conflict (UN Women 2011). 
The consequences of armed conflict, such as displacement 
and disruption to social and economic infrastructure, are 
disproportionately borne by women both during and after wars 
(UN Women 2011). In addition, the enduring psychological 
and physical consequences of conflict mean that women are 
frequently unable to take part in the political, economic and 
social rebuilding of their countries, notwithstanding recognition 
in United Nations (UN) Security Council resolutions and by 
commentators of the importance of their participation in 
conflict resolution and prevention.

This panel will feature three perspectives that provide an 
analysis of the challenges and possibilities of reparations 
to transform the pre-existing political and socio-economic 
conditions that enable or facilitate violence against women 
during and post-conflict. By reference to the recent ICC 
Appeals Chamber judgment on reparations for victims in 
the case of Thomas Lubanga Dyilo (Lubanga) and to the 
respective reparation mandates of the South African Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission and the Extraordinary Chambers 
in the Courts of Cambodia, the three papers will consider: (i) 
how three different international criminal justice institutions 
have approached sexual violence against women in sites of 
conflict; and (ii) the factors particular to different contexts that 
shape the approach, design, content and implementation of 
transformative reparations. 

SESSION FIVE

Rahma Abdulkadir
The effects of indigenous patriarchal systems on women’s 
political participation in post-conflict settings: evidence from 
Somalia

Over the past two decades women’s participation in the public 
sphere has increased significantly in Sub-Saharan African 
countries. Nonetheless, women’s participation in public-
decision making in post-conflict settings remains limited. The 
Somali case is instructive here in that women in this war torn 
country have traditionally been excluded from access to or 
participation in the public sphere. Despite local and international 
efforts aimed at enhancing women’s political participation, 
Somali women are still not adequately involved in public 
decision-making. Some studies point to links between the tribal 
centered underpinnings of the post-conflict political set up in 
Somali and barriers to Somalia women’s political participation. 
This paper investigates the role of patriarchal kin-based Somali 
traditional values on attitudes towards gender equality using 
original micro level data from Somalia.

Christina Kenny
Women are not ready to [vote for] their own”: Gendered 
citizenship, and remaking democracy after the post-election 
violence in Kenya 

The unprecedented, nation-wide violence which followed the 
December 2007 general elections in Kenya prompted an African 
Union led mediation. The AU team sought to curb the cycle 
of retributive violence, and form a transitional power-sharing 
government. A key element of the mediation was a commitment 
by the new government to constitutional reform, the recent 
history of which has been characterised by profound reticence 
on the part of the governing elite. Kenya’s new constitution, 
promulgated in 2010, was designed to acknowledge and begin 
to rectify the endemic disadvantage experienced by Kenyans 
as a result of years of ethnocentric, nepotistic and patriarchal 
politics. 

In this paper, I explore the influence and limitations of human 
rights ideas and agendas in the pursuit of gender rights in 
Kenya in this post-conflict context. I focus on the reception 
and implementation of two key sets of constitutional provisions: 
the entrenched Bill of Rights; and the sections containing an 
extensive list of affirmative action provisions designed to boost 
women’s representation at all levels of government, and in 
public office.

The interviews and focus groups I conducted with women in 
urban and remote areas of Kenya in the lead up to the first 
general election under the new constitution in April 2013, reveal 
what women expected from these new constitutional promises 
across the socio-economic spectrum. In the wake of the 2007 
post-election violence, this paper exposes the precarious 
position of women in public spaces in Kenya, and questions 
the ability of human rights ideas to challenge both Kenya’s 
patriarchal public life, and Kenyan women’s own ambivalent 
relationship with their citizenship rights. 



SESSION SIX

Nina Burridge, Anne Maree Payne and Nasima Rahmani 

Perspectives on the higher education of women in Afghanistan: 
a pilot project in conjunction with the Gawharshad Institute of 
Higher Education, Kabul, Afghanistan

Afghanistan has been a site of conflict or a ‘fragile state’ 
for over forty years as invading forces have sought to gain 
ascendancy over a fiercely independent state. Western 
governments have poured billions of dollars into Afghanistan 
over this time and while some economic and social gains have 
been made the reality is that the nation still faces numerous 
challenges. Currently, as the withdrawal of NATO forces nears 
completion, news reports document an increase in terrorist 
attacks both in the provinces and in the vicinity of Kabul (SOS 
International, 7 Dec 2014, online).

Progress in education in Afghanistan since the fall of the 
Taliban, whilst significant, has been described as “fragile, 
limited in reach, depth and uncertainty of sustainability”. 
(UNICEF, undated) This is particularly true for Afghan women 
participating in higher education, within a culture that remains 
resistant to women’s education, and where women face many 
significant barriers to their participation, including poverty, 
early marriage, insecurity, lack of family support, lack of female 
teachers, lack of proximity to schools, the poor quality of 
education, lack of girls’ only schools, and community. (Joint 
Briefing Paper, 2011: 4)

This presentation documents a research project jointly 
undertaken by staff of the University of Technology, Sydney 
and the Women’s Empowerment Centre of the Gawharshad 
Institute of Higher Education, Kabul. This project sought to 
document the views and attitudes of young Afghan women 
who have sought to gain a higher education, within a context 
where only 5% of the Afghan population attend university, 
and less than 20% of university students are female. (World 
Bank, 2013: 2). The report also contains interesting insights and 
observations from a smaller group of male students who were 
interviewed about their attitudes towards women’s education.

The strong concerns expressed by our research participants 
about security and the uncertainty of their future prospects are 
a very significant issue for Afghan women, who in many cases 
have already had to overcome family and wider community 
disapprobation towards their attendance at university.

Particularly noteworthy are the suggestions made by women 
students themselves about the types of support that would 
be most effective for them, including the need for quotas to 
increase women’s enrolment; the pressing need for financial 
support; the need for human rights education to promote 
greater acceptance of women’s right to an education for 
reassurance that security concerns will be addressed by the 
Government.

Emma Pearce
“She has to be strong” – The intersection of gender, 
displacement and disability in post-conflict settings

The World Health Organization estimates that 15% of any 
population are persons with disabilities, with potentially higher 
proportions among populations affected by conflict. Gender-
based violence (GBV) may escalate in situations of crisis and 
conflict, where social norms and community systems may be 
further weakened. In these contexts, women, men, girls and 
boys with disabilities and their care-givers experience multiple, 
intersecting and sometimes mutually reinforcing forms of 
discrimination and oppression, adding to their risk of GBV. 
Approaching GBV through an intersectional analysis helps us 
to better understand the multiple identities and experiences of 
persons with disabilities, including both inter-gender and intra-
gender inequality and discrimination, which may uniquely shape 
the way these different groups experience GBV, and have 
implications for advocacy and service provision in humanitarian 
contexts.

This paper explores the intersection of gender, displacement 
and disability in post-conflict settings, where men and 
women may have acquired new impairments due to injuries 
or inadequate health care, resulting in changing gender roles 
in households and increased risk of violence, abuse and 
exploitation, not only for individuals with disabilities, but also 
for female care-givers. The paper will provide an analysis of 
available literature and draws upon the field research of the 
Women’s Refugee Commission to demonstrate how individual, 
relationship, community and societal factors relating to both 
gender and disability in the context of displacement influence 
both risk and resilience to GBV. 
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interests are in Canadian social policy and public sector 
accountability.

In her doctoral studies, Ms. Abdulkadir is specializing in: Political 
Economy; and Gender & Women Studies.Ms. Abdulkadir holds 
a Master’s Degree in Social Work (M.S.W) concentrating in 
Canadian Public Policy, and two undergraduate degrees: B.A. 
in Economics and B.S.W;as well as a graduate Certificate of 
Teaching English as a Second Language (CTESEL)

Rahma Abdulkadir (B.A., M.A. Carleton University (Ottawa); 
M.A., Ph.D. University of Texas (Dallas).) is Research Assistant 
Professor of Political Science in the division of Social Sciences 
at New York University Abu Dhabi. Dr. Abdulkadir’s research 
interests are in comparative politics and peace and conflict 
studies with specialization in gender and politics. Her ongoing 
research focuses on projects that explore transitional justice 
in areas of failed statehood and barriers to gender equality in 
Sub-Saharan & North African countries. She has also worked 
extensively on the 1990s shifts in Canadian immigration policy.

Carol Angir is Senior Program Co-ordinator- 
Addressing Violence Against Women at 
ActionAid Australia. Carol is a feminist activist 
with over 15 years’ experience working 
directly with communities and women’s rights 
movements on projects addressing violence 
against women and promoting women’s 
access to justice in conflict and post conflict 
zones. Her experience spans countries across 

Africa, Eastern Europe and Central and South Asia. Carol has 
been working on women’s rights advocacy, programming and 
analysis including addressing violence against women and girls’, 
humanitarian emergencies and conflict at the local level, 
regional level as well as the international level. Carol has 
previously worked at ActionAid Kenya and was also part of 
ActionAid’s International Emergencies and Conflict team where 
she provided leadership in starting the organization’s first 
multi-country program on Responding to Violence against 
Women in humanitarian emergencies and conflict. She has 
worked for International Women’s rights funding organizations, 
including Mama Cash where she provided thematic lead for 
addressing women’s participation in leadership, governance and 
decision making, and supported women and girls to resist 
militarism and fundamentalism. Carol has been actively involved 
in the African Feminist Movement and is a member of the 
African Feminist Forum.

Kelly Dawn Askin, BS, JD, PhD (law) is senior 
legal officer for International Justice in the Open 
Society Justice Initiative (since 2004). She was 
2004–2005 Fulbright New Century Scholar on 
the Global Empowerment of Women. Since 1995, 
Askin has taught or served as a visiting scholar 

at Notre Dame Law School, American University’s Washington 
College of Law, Harvard’s Kennedy School of Government, 
Yale Law School, and Oxford University. From 1999 to 2003, 
she also served as executive director of the International 
Criminal Justice Institute and American University’s War Crimes 
Research Office.

Askin served as a legal advisor to the judges of the International 
Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia and for Rwanda 
from 2000 to 2002, and for over 15 years has also served as an 
expert consultant, legal advisor, or international law trainer to 
prosecutors, judges, and registry at the International Criminal 
Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia, the International Criminal 
Tribunal for Rwanda, the Serious Crimes Unit in East Timor, the 
International Criminal Court, the Special Court for Sierra Leone, 
and the Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia. 
She also works on efforts to prosecute international crimes 
in domestic courts, including a mobile gender justice court in 
eastern DR Congo. 

Her books include War Crimes Against Women: Prosecution 
in International War Crimes Tribunals (1997) and the three-
volume treatise Women and International Human Rights Law 
(1999, 2001, 2002, co-editor). She has lectured in dozens of 
countries and has authored over fifty law review articles and 
book chapters on various areas of international criminal law, 
international humanitarian law, international justice, women’s 
rights and gender justice. In 2005 she was awarded the 
prestigious Prominent Women in International Law award by the 
American Society of International Law.

Her op-eds have appeared in the New York Times, International 
Herald Tribune, and the Washington Post. She has testified 
before the U.S. Senate Committee on the Judiciary and she 
has appeared on CNN, BBC, and NPR, among others. She 
serves on the executive board of the American Branch of 
the International Law Association, the International Judicial 
Academy, and International Criminal Law Services.

Jelke Boesten is Senior Lecturer at the 
International Development Institute, King’s 
College London. She is interested in social 
policy and politics of development and 
emancipation in Andean Latin America, and 
has published widely on related topics. In 
2010 she published the book Intersecting 

Inequalities. Women and Social Policy in Peru, with Penn State 
University Press. In 2014, she published Sexual Violence during 
War and Peace. Gender, Power and Post Conflict Justice in 
Peru with Palgrave. In 2011-12 she was a Jennings Randolph 
Senior Fellow at the United States Institute of Peace. Before 
joining King’s College London Jelke taught at the University 
of Leeds and held a research fellowship at the University of 
Bradford. She holds a PhD in Gender and Latin American 
Studies from the University of Amsterdam.



Nina Burridge is an Associate Professor in the School of 
Education, Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences at UTS. She 
has been involved in tertiary education since 1991 in Education 
faculties at Macquarie University and the University of 
Sydney. Her main research interests and publications centre 
on Indigenous education, Multiculturalism, Education for social 
justice, human rights and democratic citizenship and Women’s 
empowerment. She is Co-director of the Cosmopolitan Civil 
Societies Research Centre at UTS. As part of Nina’s work in 
social justice and human rights she has undertaken research 
in Afghanistan on women’s empowerment and completed a 
Report for the Australian Attorney General’s Department on 
Human Rights Education in Australian Schools (2013). She 
has been involved in many community committees and she 
sees herself as an academic whose involvement in community 
organizations and social action groups informs her professional 
work in Education. In 2012 she received the UTS Social 
Inclusion Award for ‘sustained commitment to improving 
education and human rights for women in Australia and 
internationally’. In 2007 she received the Edmund Rice Centre 
Human Rights Award for outstanding service in campaigning for 
human rights for ‘Indigenous, Refugees and Asylum Seekers’.

Louise Chappell is Professor of Politics in the 
School of Social Sciences, University of New 
South Wales, Sydney. Louise researchers 
in the areas of women’s rights, gender and 
politics in comparative perspective and 
on developing a feminist institutionalist 
approach to the study of politics. Between 

2010 -2014 Louise held an ARC Future Fellowship working on 
a project related to gender justice and the ICC. She is a co-
director of the Feminist International Institutionalism Network, 
based at Edinburgh University. In recent years Louise has held 
visiting appointments at the Universities of Edinburgh Leiden, 
Manchester, and Simon Fraser, Vancouver and at the European 
University Institute in Florence. The Politics of Gender Justice 
at the International Criminal Court: Legacies and Legitimacy, 
which is based on Louise’s Future Fellowship research will be 
published by Oxford University Press in 2015.

Monique Dam is a Graduate at the 
Commonwealth Attorney-General’s Department. 
She earned her Bachelor of International Studies 
and Laws (Honours) from the University of 
New South Wales and has a Diploma of Political 
Studies (High Honours) from Sciences Po Aix-
en-Provence (France). In 2014, she was awarded 

the Dean’s Award for Community Leadership for leading a 
national advocacy and public education campaign following 
her trip to Myanmar as a World Vision Youth Campaigner for 
Child Protection. She has conducted legal and interdisciplinary 
research as an intern at the UNSW Human Rights Clinic, the 
Australian Human Rights Centre and the Refugee Advice 
and Casework Service. Her honours thesis argues that 
critical silences in the Constitution of East Timor invisibilise 
gender-specific barriers to equality, including gender-based 
discrimination, violence and exclusion. Her interest is in post-
conflict gender justice and combating gender-based violence 
through rights-based transformative development. 

Andrea Durbach is Professor of Law and 
Director of the Australian Human Rights 
Centre in the Faculty of Law, University 
of New South Wales, Sydney. Born and 
educated in South Africa, she practised 
as a political trial lawyer and human rights 
advocate, representing victims and opponents 
of apartheid laws. Prior to her academic 
appointment at UNSW in 2004, Andrea was 

Executive Director of the Public Interest Advocacy Centre 
(PIAC) in Sydney where she conducted strategic litigation and 
undertook policy research on a number of projects concerning 
gender, equality and reparations for the Stolen Generations. 
From 2011 to 2012, Andrea was Deputy Sex Discrimination 
Commissioner at the Australian Human Rights Commission 
and in 2013, she was engaged by the Australian Defense Abuse 
Response Taskforce to design, implement and evaluate a 
reparative framework to address the needs of Defense Force 
victims of gender-based violence, and transform Defense 
Force culture to reduce and prevent harmful conduct. Andrea 
is currently co-investigator (with Louise Chappell and Sarah 
Williams) on a 3 year Australian Research Council grant which 
will examine the potential and limitations of ‘transformative’ 
reparations to combat sexual violence against women post-
conflict.  

 

Lucy Fiske is a Chancellor’s Postdoctoral 
Research Fellow at UTS, Cosmopolitan Civil 
Societies research centre. She is currently 
working on two research projects: Making 
Justice Work for Women: Rights, resilience 
and responses to violence against women in 
Kenya, northern Uganda and eastern DRC (an 
Australian Aid funded project in partnership 

with Action Aid Australia, Uganda, Kenya and DRC, and lead 
by Rita Shackel, University of Sydney), and Informal Refugee 
Protection Space in Indonesia, Thailand and Malaysia. Lucy 
originally trained as a social worker and this informs her 
research which focuses on gender, human rights and forced 
migration.

Dr Beth Goldblatt is an Associate Professor in the Faculty of 
Law at the University of Technology Sydney. She is a Visiting 
Fellow of the Australian Human Rights Centre in the Faculty 
of Law at the University of New South Wales and an Honorary 
Senior Fellow of the School of Law at the University of the 
Witwatersrand. Beth works on issues of gender and human 
rights with a focus on social and economic rights. She has 
written on women in South Africa’s Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission. 

 

Kiran Grewal is a senior research fellow at the Institute for 
Social Justice at the Australian Catholic University. Her areas of 
research interest include postcolonial and feminist legal theory, 
international criminal justice and the relationship between 
international legal regimes and local activism in post-conflict 
settings. Prior to joining ACU, Kiran has worked as a lecturer 
in human rights at the University of Sydney, as a researcher 
at Amnesty International and the UN Special Court for Sierra 
Leone and as a litigation lawyer in Sydney, specializing in 
administrative and immigration law. Most recently Kiran has 
been working as research manager on a three-year EU-funded 
project working on torture prevention with the Sri Lankan and 
Nepali armed forces and police. 



Philipp Kastner is an Assistant Professor at the Faculty of 
Law of the University of Western Australia. He holds graduate 
degrees in law from McGill University, Montréal, Québec, 
Canada (D.C.L. and LL.M.) and the University of Innsbruck, 
Austria (Dr. iur.). Philipp researches and teaches in the areas 
of the resolution of armed conflicts and transitional justice, 
international criminal law, public international law, international 
human rights and humanitarian law, and legal pluralism. Philipp 
Kastner’s current research focuses mainly on the creation 
and role of legal norms in the context of peace negotiations 
aiming to end internal armed conflicts. Publications include 
International Criminal Justice in bello? The ICC between Law 
and Politics in Darfur and Northern Uganda (Martinus Nijhoff, 
2012) and Legal Normativity in the Resolution of Internal Armed 
Conflict (Cambridge University Press, forthcoming 2015).

 

Christina Kenny is a Doctoral candidate at Australian National 
University. My PhD critically engages with the demands the 
international human rights project makes of its subjects. Using 
Kenyan women’s gender and citizenship rights as a focal point 
for my research, I argue that human rights discourse creates 
particular kinds of recipients of rights, and often compels these 
subjects to perform their human rights subjectivities in limiting 
and problematic ways. My research is grounded in over 13 
months of field work conducted in Kenya between 2012 - 2013, 
with case study sites in Nairobi, as well as rural areas around 
Lake Victoria. 

I have spent several years working with a variety of human 
rights based organisations and projects in the government 
and non-profit sectors in Australia and Africa including: the 
Australian Human Rights Commission, the Australian Migration 
and Refugee Review Tribunals, the Kenya Human Rights 
Commission, Women’s Legal Centre in Cape Town and the 
South African Human Rights Commission. 

Dr Angeline Lewis has served for 12 years as a Legal Officer in 
the Australian Defence Force, including in Iraq and Afghanistan. 
She has written several works in her personal capacity on the 
application of the laws of armed conflict and on the role of the 
rule of law in military operations, most significantly in Judicial 
Reconstruction and the Rule of Law (Brill, 2012). 

Sofía Macher, Sociologist. Master in Gender Studies. Former 
Chair of the Reparations Council in Peru (2006 – 2014). for 
Registry of Victims (250,000 individual victims and 5,600 
affected communities). Former Commissioner of the Truth 
Commission in Peru (2001 – 2003) and Deputy Chair of the 
Truth Commission of Solomon Islands (2009 – 2011). PNUD 
consultant for Transitional Justice: Libya, Yemen.

Represented the civil society in the Dialog Table in Peru, 
created by the Organization of America States – OAS, in which 
political forces negotiated the return to democracy (2000). Was 
the Executive Secretary of The National Coalition of Human 
Rights in Peru (more than 70 organizations) 1997 - 2001. 
Integrated the International Executive Committee of Amnesty 
International (1897 – 1993). 

Professor Dianne Otto holds the Francine 
V. McNiff Chair in Human Rights Law and is 
Director of the Institute for International Law 
and the Humanities (IILAH) at Melbourne 
Law School. Her research interests include 
addressing gender, sexuality and race 
inequalities in the context of international 
human rights law, the UN Security 

Council’s peacekeeping work, the technologies of global 
‘crisis governance’, threats to economic, social and cultural 
rights, and the transformative potential of people’s tribunals 
and other NGO initiatives. Her recent publications include 
Rethinking Peacekeeping, Gender Equality and Collective 
Security (co-edited with Gina Heathcote, Palgrave-Macmillan 
2014); three edited volumes, Gender Issues and Human Rights 
(Edward Elgar Publishing, Human Rights Law Series, 2013); 
and a chapter in Women’s Rights to Social Security and Social 
Protection (Beth Goldblatt & Lucie Lamarche eds, Hart 2014).

Anne Maree Payne is a researcher and doctoral candidate in 
the Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences at the University of 
Technology Sydney. Her doctoral research is on women and the 
Stolen Generations.  

Emma Pearce leads the Women’s Refugee 
Commission’s disability program, which 
seeks to advance the rights and dignity of 
women, children and youth with disabilities 
who are displaced by crisis and conflict. 
Emma has provided technical support on 
disability inclusion to the United Nations 
refugee agency (UNHCR). She has also 

led participatory action research with operational partners in 
humanitarian settings to strengthen the evidence on effective 
strategies for disability inclusion in women’s protection and 
empowerment, adolescent girls and gender-based violence 
programs. Emma has worked with conflict-affected populations 
in a variety of countries, including Sierra Leone, Liberia and 
Afghanistan; with internally displaced communities in the 
Philippines (Mindanao); and with Syrian and Iraqi refugees in 
Jordan and Lebanon. Emma holds a Master of Public Health 
from the University of Melbourne, and a Graduate Diploma 
of International Relations, specializing in Human Rights and 
International Law.

Nasima Rahmani obtained a Master of Laws from UTS as a UN 
Peace scholar and is now working on a PhD. She is the Director 
of the Women’s Empowerment Centre at the Gawharshad 
Institute of Higher Education in Kabul, Afghanistan that 
promotes the education of women.  

Elisabeth Roy Trudel is a PhD candidate in interdisciplinary 
humanities studies at Concordia University, in Montréal and 
an Honorary Fellow at the Faculty of Law of the University of 
Western Australia. She holds degrees from McGill University 
(B.A. in Political Science and Environment), Concordia 
University (Graduate Diploma in Journalism) and the Université 
du Québec à Montréal (Master of Laws). Elisabeth also 
worked for international organizations, such as the UN Office 
of the High Commissioner for Human Rights and the UN 
mission in Côte d’Ivoire. Her current research focuses on legal 
subjectivity and agency in international human rights. Using 
visual discourses as a starting point, and relying on insights 
from anthropology, art history and communications studies, she 
analyses the paradoxical tendency in human rights to create 
exclusions. Throughout her work, Elisabeth seeks to articulate 
a vision in which law’s connection to humanist disciplines 
is critical to its justice and its social relevance. Her general 
research interests include human rights, the intersection of law 
and culture and of aesthetics and law, marginalized groups, and 
legal pluralism and theory. 



Dr Helen Scanlon is the head of the Gender 
Studies Department and the convenor of 
the Justice and Transformation Programme 
in the Department of Political Studies at the 
University of Cape Town, South Africa. Until 
2011 she was the Director of the International 
Center for Transitional Justice’s (ICTJ) Gender 

Justice Programme where she worked across 23 countries 
in Africa, Asia and Latin America on issues of post-conflict 
transformation. Before joining ICTJ Helen was a Senior 
Researcher at the Centre for Conflict Resolution in South 
Africa, working on peace-building in Africa. She holds a Ph.D. in 
South African history from the School of Oriental and African 
Studies at the University of London and has published widely 
on the subject of gender, peacebuilding and transitional justice. 

 

Pamela Scully is Assistant Vice Provost for 
Academic Innovation, Director of the Center 
for Faculty Development and Excellence, and 
Professor of Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality 
Studies & Professor of African Studies at 
Emory University in the USA. She is the 
author of books, special issues and articles 
on the gendered histories of sexual violence, 

slave emancipation and colonialism; co-author of a biography 
of Sara Baartman, and more recently has published on sexual 
violence and post conflict. Her short biography of President 
Ellen Johnson Sirleaf of Liberia will be published in 2016 with 
Ohio University Press. Pamela is involved in various Ebola-
related partnerships including Ebola 100, the Emory Ebola 
Faculty and Community Discussion Forum, the African Centre 
of Excellence for Public Health Security (CDC, Emory, Liberia) 
and the Ebola Anthropology Initiative.

Rita Shackel is an Associate Professor in 
Sydney Law School. She is Chair of the 
Human Research Ethics Committee, 
University of Sydney. Rita’s research program 
is broadly focused on evaluation and reform 
of legal and social justice processes, with a 
specific focus on sexual and gender based 
violence, the needs of victims and survivors, 
and children’s interaction with the law.   She 

is also interested in the pedagogy of legal education, legal 
professionalism and ethics.  Rita is currently leading an 
Australian Aid funded project (in partnership with Lucy Fiske, 
UTS  and Action Aid Australia, Uganda, Kenya and DRC) Making 
Justice Work for Women: Rights, resilience and responses to 
violence against women in Kenya, northern Uganda and eastern 
DRC. She is also working on a research project on historical 
child sexual abuse commissioned by the Royal Commission into 
Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse (with Professors 
Judy Cashmore and Patrick Parkinson). 

Jacqui True is Professor of Politics and 
International Relations and an Australian 
Research Council Professorial Future Fellow 
in the School of Social Science at Monash 
University. She received her PhD from York 
University, Toronto and has held academic 
positions at Michigan State University, 
the University of Southern California, the 

University of Auckland. Professor True is a specialist in gender 
and international relations, and has published extensively on 
feminist international relations theory and feminist research 
methodologies, gender mainstreaming and global governance, 
the women, peace and security agenda, and the global political 
economy of violence against women. Her current research 
is focused on the prevention of mass sexual violence in Asia 
Pacific and the political economy of post-conflict violence 
against women. She serves on the external advisory board of 
the Asia Pacific Centre for the Responsibility to Protect and 
the Oxfam-Monash Partnership and the editorial boards of 
Cambridge University Press International Relations series, the 
Rowman & Littlefield International Transforming Capitalism 
series, the Palgrave Gender & Politics Series as well as the 
Australian Journal of International Affairs, Politics & Gender, 
International Feminist Journal of Politics, Women, Politics & 
Policy, Political Science and International Studies Review. She 
is an active member of the Women’s International League for 
Peace and Freedom’s academic network and a co-founder of 
the Women, Peace and Security Academic Collective.

 

Dr Sarah Williams is an Associate Professor at the University 
of New South Wales. Sarah was the Dorset Fellow in Public 
International Law at the British Institute of International 
and Comparative Law (from 2008 - 2010), a Senior Legal 
Researcher at the UK Foreign and Commonwealth Office  (from 
2006 - 2007), a Lecturer at Durham Law School, University 
of Durham (from 2003 - 2008) and a commercial solicitor 
in London and Sydney (1998 – 2000). Sarah has acted as 
a consultant to the European Commission, the British Red 
Cross, the International Federation of the Red Cross and the 
British Institute of International and Comparative Law. Her 
research areas include international criminal law, international 
humanitarian law and international disaster law. Sarah’s book, 
Hybrid and Internationalized Criminal Tribunals: Selected 
Jurisdictional Issues, was published by Hart Publishing in April 
2012. She is an Associate of the Australian Human Rights 
Centre, and co-director of its Humanitarian Law programme, 
and is currently involved in two research projects funded by the 
Australian Research Council.

 


