
 

 

                     
 

 
 
 
 
 

B R I G H T  F U T U R E S  
S c ho o l  ho l id ay p r o g r am at  U TS 

 

 

10 – 13 July 2017 
3 – 6 October 2017 

 
 

The International Research Centre for Youth Futures, in partnership with the Faculty of Arts and 

Social Sciences from the University of Technology Sydney (UTS), are pleased to offer another 

exciting program of Bright Futures for primary and secondary aged children during the July and 

October school holidays. 
 

The workshops offer children a unique glimpse into university life by making connections between 

subjects studied at school, topics which enrich and inspire, and pathways offered by tertiary study. 

The workshops have been designed to spark students’ curiosity and to challenge thinking in ways 

that help young learners develop their identities as innovative and future-focused global citizens. 
 

We look forward to welcoming our community’s bright young learners to UTS for two weeks of 
creative and inspiring learning that opens doors to the future. 

 

 
 
 

From Professor Rosemary Johnston 
 

Professor of Education and Culture 
Director, International Research Centre for Youth Future 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Discover  Engage  Inspire 
  



 

Bright Futures workshop summaries :: July 2017 

 
 Bright Futures workshops Date Year groups Fee Venue 

1 STEM workshop: Exploring 
the universe 

Monday 10 July 

Years 4 - 8 $100 
University of 
Technology Sydney, 
Broadway Campus 

2 Robotics workshop: 
Maze Runner 

Tuesday 11 July 

3 Creativity workshop: 
Curious Creatives 

Wednesday 12 July 

4 Becoming a true detective: 
Inside the world of forensics 

Thursday 13 July 

 

 
Workshop 1 
STEM workshop: Exploring 
the universe 
 
Facilitator: Pauline 
Kohlhoff 
 

The workshop provides an innovative 
way of exploring maths and science you 
have never experienced before! In this 
workshop, students will apply 
stimulating STEM concepts and 
reasoning to real world problems. 
 

More information 

 
Workshop 2 
Robotics workshop: Maze 
Runner 
 
Facilitator: Jonathon 
Mascorella 

 
Program a robot to navigate its way 
through a maze. The workshop will have 
you learning to write adaptive programs 
in Python, from simple movement 
patterns to complex algorithms for 
avoiding obstacles. 
 

 
More information 

 
Workshop 3 
Creativity workshop: 
Curious Creatives 
 
Facilitator: Carli Leimbach 

 
Participants will discover their natural 
capacity for creativity through a range of 
hands-on activities that will appeal to 
both sides of the brain. Together we will 
explore some of the creative mindsets 
and tools used by innovators across the 
arts, design, science and business. 
 

 
More information 

 
Workshop 4 
Becoming a true detective: 
Inside the world of 
forensics 
 
Facilitators: Scott 
Chadwick, Dilan Seckiner 

 
The workshop is open to all who wish to 
learn about the real world of forensic 
science and crime scene investigation. 
It’s a fun, interactive and very hands-on 
day with solving the ‘whodunnit’ 
mystery with the help of science. 
 

 
More information 

 

 

https://www.uts.edu.au/sites/default/files/Jul_10.pdf
https://www.uts.edu.au/sites/default/files/Jul_11.pdf
https://www.uts.edu.au/sites/default/files/Jul_12.pdf
https://www.uts.edu.au/sites/default/files/Jul_13.pdf


 

Bright Futures workshop summaries :: October 2017 

 
 Bright Futures workshops Date Year groups Fee Venue 

5 ABC for young entrepreneurs Tuesday 
3 October 

Years 4 - 8 $100 
University of 
Technology Sydney, 
Broadway Campus 

6 Engineering workshop: Reach 
for the Skies! 

Wednesday 
4 October 

7 Music workshop: Composition, 
Percussion, Creativity 

Thursday 
5 October 

8 Becoming a master in 
communication 

Friday 
6 October 

 

 
Workshop 5 
ABC for young 
entrepreneurs 
 
Facilitator: Ele Jansen 
 

The workshop encourages students to 
creatively imagine what they could do as 
an entrepreneur, building on their skills 
and talents. They will learn to combine 
practical yet fun entrepreneurial tools 
with emotional intelligence. 
 

More information 

 
Workshop 6 
Engineering workshop: 
Reach for the Skies! 
 
Facilitator: Jonathon 
Mascorella 

 
Have you ever wondered how hydraulics 
work? The challenge in this workshop is 
to move an object using a crane that 
students have designed and engineered 
to carry it. Use a variety of controls to 
move the arms and raise and lower the 
item. 
 

 
More information 

 
Workshop 7 
Music workshop: 
Composition, Percussion, 
Creativity  

Facilitator: Virginia 
Esparraga 

 
The workshop invites you to take part in 
exciting music activities that will give 
students a chance to engage in music 
games, improvisation, movement, 
composition and performance on tuned 
and untuned percussion instruments. 
 

 
More information 

 
Workshop 8 
Becoming a master in 
communication 

 
Facilitators: James Smith 

 
The workshop provides students with a 
chance to improve their communication 
skills and develop confidence. Students 
will engage with different scenarios to 
learn strategies for presentation skills, 
the basics of body language and how to 
be a persuasive communicator. 
 

 
More information 

 
  

https://www.uts.edu.au/sites/default/files/Oct_3.pdf
https://www.uts.edu.au/sites/default/files/Oct_4.pdf
https://www.uts.edu.au/sites/default/files/Oct_5.pdf
https://www.uts.edu.au/sites/default/files/Oct_6.pdf


 

  
 
 
 

General information about Bright Futures  

Dates: 
Eight one-day workshops are available in 2017 during 
10 - 13 July and 3 - 6 October 2017. 
 
Location: 
All programs are held at the University of Technology Sydney 
(UTS), Broadway campus. UTS is close to Central station and is 
best accessed via public transport. Public parking is available at 
nearby parking stations. Drop off points may be available in 
adjacent Thomas and Jones Streets. Please exercise caution 
when parking and dropping off or collecting your children as 
this is a busy area. Maps of the university are available on the 
UTS website and a detailed map with each workshop’s details 
will be emailed to parents prior to Bright Futures Week. 
 
Daily Meeting Place:  Parents will be emailed information 
about the room location and drop off/pick up area specific to 
each workshop. Please note, no supervision available before 
9.15am or after 4:30pm. 
 
How to register 
Please click here to register online. To make a booking, 
please complete the online application form and payment 
details.  
 
Discounts 
UTS staff are eligible to 5% discount. Please request the 
promotion code via ircyf@uts.edu.au. 
 
Bookings 
All bookings received will be confirmed via email. No 
bookings will be confirmed without receipt of payment. 
Enrolments will be processed on a ‘first come first served’ 
basis for courses with limited places available. 
There are no refunds or credits for bookings unless a  
medical certificate is provided. Requests for a refund must 
be in writing to the Bright Futures Program Coordinator, 
attached with a copy of a medical certificate. Each workshop 
runs subject to sufficient numbers or enrolments. If a course 
is cancelled, notification will be made and a full refund 
issued in these instances. 
 
Arrivals/ Departures  
It is a legal requirement that parents sign their child in and 
out each day. Children will only be permitted to leave the 
centre when accompanied by an adult nominated on the 
enrolment form. Written notification is required to allow 
another person to collect your children. 
 
Late Fee Policy 
All Bright Futures workshops conclude at 4:30pm. Parents 
arriving after this time will be charged a late fee of $1 per 
child per minute for the first 10 minutes and then $5 per 
minute per child thereafter. 

Allergies 
If your child is known to have a nut or anaphylactic reaction 
or episode to any allergy, it is imperative that parents 
provide the Bright Futures Program staff with a current, 
colour action plan (include a recent colour photo). 
 
Daily Schedule: 
9:15 – 9:25  Students arrive at Welcome Desk 
 
9:30 – 11:00 Session 1 
                 
11:00 – 11:15 Morning tea break 
 
11:15 – 1:15 Session 2 (including UTS experience) 
 
1:15 – 2:00 Lunch break 
    
2:00 – 4:30 Session 3 (including Lightbulb 
  Showcase 4:00 – 4:30pm 
 
Lightbulb Showcase: 
Just before pick-up time, parents, siblings and friends are 
invited to join the showcase of the workshop’s highlights and 
to celebrate students’ achievement with a presentation 
ceremony. Each student will receive a UTS certificate. 
 
UTS Memento:  
All students will receive a UTS calico shoulder bag. 
 
Workshop presenters and assistants: 
Our presenters are experienced educators with a passion for 
their work. They come from backgrounds in primary, 
secondary and tertiary education, as well as through 
expertise in their field. In addition to presenters, an 
International Research Centre for Youth Futures’ (IRCYF) 
assistant is present in each workshop. All presenters and 
assistants hold valid Working with Children Checks. 
 
A note about age and grade levels: 
Some children may be accelerated or working at a higher 
level than their grade peers at school. Parents are 
encouraged to contact us if they believe a workshop for a 
higher school grade will be more suitable for their child. 
 
About us: 
The Bright Futures team is part of IRCYF at UTS. We are an 
innovative, multidisciplinary team committed to opening 
doors to exciting futures for children in our community. All 
members of IRCYF are education specialists; experienced in 
delivering events and programs designed to motivate, inspire 
and enhance engagement in learning. 
 
For more information: 
Please contact Libby Myles at the IRCYF 
Phone: 9514 2752 or Email: ircyf@uts.edu.au 

http://maps.uts.edu.au/
https://www.uts.edu.au/research-and-teaching/our-research/international-research-centre-youth-futures/what-we-do/programs-1
mailto:ircyf@uts.edu.au
mailto:ircyf@uts.edu.au

