
TENSE TO MAKE SENSE!

Introducing the 12 Tense Types to 
Stage 3 EAL/D learners.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
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To change the  image on this slide, select the picture and delete it. Then click the Pictures icon in the placeholder to insert your own image.



My Journey

Teaching in:
Camp USA 2002 Ferncliff, Arkansas
Uni 2003
Auburn,
Condobolin
refugee students in Singleton!
Brazil
Liverpool 
Oran Park

Went through school not knowing parts of speech.

Teach International course, then Cert III, and Cert IV.

TESOL @ UNE in my Bachelor’s degree.

Teaching NAP students at MRPS. 20% Refugee 
population.

TESOL @ UNE Post Grad.

EAL/D Specialist OPPS



Oran Park Public School – Student information 1

LBOTE students at our school Phases July 2023   Languages

Currently on ERN: 

685 EAL/D 

BSL 25
BLL 13
Emerging 156
Developing 326
Consolidating 165



Why teach tense?

 I have taught with Stage 3 this term because data showed 
that students across the board were struggling with tense.

  It’s in the:
  Syllabus

 ESL Scales

 EAL/D Progressions

 National Literacy 

Learning Progression



Pre-data NAPLAN Writing

Average NAPLAN Score School v SSSG 
V State Writing trend 2015-2022 

% Students in Band School v SSSG v 
State 2022

School consistently behind SSSG/State.          Large percentage in Bands 1, 2, 3 & 5.
                                               Very low % in Bands 7, 8, 9 & 10.



Pre-data NAPLAN Grammar and Punctuation

Average NAPLAN Score School v 
SSSG V State trend 2015-2022 

% Students in Band School v SSSG 
v State 2022 

School consistently behind SSSG/State.          Large percentage in Bands 2, 3, 4 & 6.
                                               Very low % in Bands 8, 9 & 10.



2022 Year 5 NAPLAN DATA–School Context Tense



K-6 English overview of grammar and punctuation
https://syllabus.nesa.nsw.edu.au/assets/global/files/english_k6_asm2.pdf

The Stage 3 example of elaborated tenses is the present perfect continuous tense.



English Syllabus 3-6                2023 Syllabus linked to ESL Scales 



ESL Scales linked to EN3-6B

Levels 2-3 Levels 5-7



National Literacy Learning Progression links to this English outcome

When working towards achieving the outcome EN3-6B the sub-elements (and levels) of Speaking (SpK6–
SpK8), Understanding texts (UnT7–UnT9), Creating texts (CrT9–CrT10), Grammar (GrA6) 
and Punctuation (PuN5–PuN7) describe observable behaviours that can assist teachers in making 
evidence-based decisions about student development and future learning.

The progression sub-elements and indicators can be viewed by accessing the National Literacy Learning 
Progression.

GrA6 adjusts tense in a text if required (uses simple present tense to represent ‘timeless’ 
happenings (bears hibernate in winter) and uses continuous present tense when referring to 
an ongoing event (bears are becoming extinct))

http://educationstandards.nsw.edu.au/wps/wcm/connect/32837681-1ffc-49b3-8069-c756611ff054/national-literacy-learning-progression.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CVID=
http://educationstandards.nsw.edu.au/wps/wcm/connect/32837681-1ffc-49b3-8069-c756611ff054/national-literacy-learning-progression.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CVID=


New English Syllabus 
Stage 2 Stage 3



So how did we teach tense? What did it become?

It was supposed to be a 2-week program (4 lessons) but I made extra for the lesson sequence to extend 
students where needed.

I went along to the Stage 3 planning day, and the staff were keen to do a different text-type for 
persuasive texts. The staff decided to teach reviews.

These lessons were to be taught as demonstration lessons in class. I would see each class twice a week 
35 minutes at a time (40 minutes on the timetable). I made the lessons around 30 minutes long. Some 
classes preferred the lessons to be once a week, but it was teacher discretion. 

Instead of going straight into elaborated tenses for Stage 3, we thought we would go back to basics to 
build student (and teacher) knowledge. Teachers could focus on specific EAL/D students and most 
worked with Emerging learners.

To get a text that would fit the block planner of a review text, I fed Chat GPT how I wanted the formula 
to look. I then selected popular books/movies that students would hopefully have an interest in. 

The focus areas were a video giving an overview of the 12 tenses in Lesson 1 and what tense is.

The simple tenses (past/present/future) in Lessons 2-4.



What it became?

The focus areas were a video giving 
an overview of the 12 tenses in 
Lesson 1 and what tense is.

The simple tenses 
(past/present/future) in Lessons 2-
4.

I also wanted the students to record 
the rules and examples onto a single 
page that they could refer to in their 
writing.



Tense rules – Mathematics style

The image on the left is from:
https://www.teachmint.com/tfile/studymaterial/spokenenglish/english/tenses-rules-chartjpg/70731c2f-
69a1-4068-a48d-1a521cc7cf08



New English Syllabus K-2
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The start of each lesson follows this format



Students write the parts highlighted yellow, but I give them 
additional information and more metalanguage

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
I included teaching points throughout so that teachers could pick up this scope and sequence and teach it themselves readily




Find the simple past tense sentence in the text

Provide teachers with other 
tense type sentences in the text:



Students write the parts highlighted yellow, but I give them 
additional information and more metalanguage

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Students fill in the cloze activity




Students write the two sentences. We then look at the verbs used to 
make sure they are Stage 3 words (opportunities for a vocabulary cline)

A paragraph is made up of 4/5 
sentences. Students had a 
misconception that each sentence 
needed to be bigger than the last.

Classic two-word sentences:

He died.

She jumped!

Jesus wept.

We make a paragraph like a cake or other recipes. We don’t put all the same sentence types 
(complex) together. We don’t put all two-word sentences into a paragraph- unless you are Billy Joel!
A variety of sentence types is best practice, and these sentences can have a big impact.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We make a paragraph like a cake or other recipes. We don’t put all the same sentence types (complex) together. We don’t put all two-word sentences into a paragraph- unless you are Billy Joel!
A variety of sentence types is best practice, and these sentences can have a big impact.




What my expectations were for the lesson vs what students produced

We then looked at the verbs used to make sure they are Stage 3 words (opportunities for a vocabulary cline)



The results - Did the Tense lessons make sense?

Feedback From Tense Lessons

When surveyed at the end of Term 2:

• 91% of Stage 3 teachers (we have 11 respondents) liked and thought 
the tense lessons were engaging and useful to ALL of their students (not just 
EAL/D). 

• 64% of teachers said they were learning about tense during the lessons

• 73% of teachers wanted more tense lessons next Semester (now).

I have just had the chance to look at the tense lessons – Wow!!! No wonder 
you had great feedback from the teachers. So thorough and fantastic tasks.

Kerrie Quee
EAL/D Education Leader



Colleagues Comments

“Tense is a concern of teachers, and I just haven't had time to do this.” 

“maybe some Chat GPT could be used to produce some cloze passages using the guiding 
principles”

“the tense lessons are outstanding, I’m able to work with my students at the same time and 
I’m getting a greater understanding of their capacity of understanding of the concepts. It 
has been so valuable to have such a great resource and see the students responding so 
well, I really do hope it continues.”

“lessons are explicit, concise and sequenced well.”

“Having devoted time each week to tense lessons has been very useful and beneficial to 
the students. It has been explicit instruction in a way that students have been able to 
understand the content and then apply it.”



Term 3 Theme based Tense Lessons

Planning day

 Earth's Place in the Solar System

 Writing program focused on comparing a gas 
planet and rock planet to Earth.

 How could I add tense to this?

 What tense goes with informative texts?

 What texts can I use that will add value to what 
the students have been learning?

 How can I extend the students writing, taking it 
from the word level, to a sentence level and then 
embedding that sentence in a paragraph?

Block Planner



Present Continuous Tense



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Lexile levels for Year 5 770-1080, Year 6 855-1165, Year 7 925-1235.



Present Continuous Tense Dwarf Planet Ceres 1



Present Continuous Tense Dwarf Planet Ceres 2



Post-data Check-in Assessment Writing

Mainstream Students 
(Not Support or enrichment) Just EAL/D student cohort

Grammar was one of the highest scores with 
improvements in cohesion, sentence structure 
& vocabulary and technical language.

Similar results to the rest of the cohort. Lower 
scores in text structure, punctuation and 
paragraphs.



So what? Practical Suggestions

• What can schools do?

• Do I have to teach all 12+ Tense types?

• How can I fit this in?

• Where can I find resources?

• Other resources?

 Is there a need for explicit tense lessons at my 
school?

 No. Start with the ‘simple’ tense types or where there 
is an area of need.

 Students will benefit in the long term by having a 
greater understanding of tense. Following and 
creating texts can have more precision. Lessons can 
be 10-30 minutes and link to your writing/theme 
work.

 Most grammar books mention verbs and tense, but 
you can also link these to units or text types that you 
are studying each term.

 Go to planning days to see what is being taught and 
how tense can fit in. 

 I used Chat GPT* to help with reviews and Lexile 
Analyser to help create dwarf planet texts. *
*Please check texts as AI is in its infancy and can be incorrect.



Thank you for coming along to this sessions about Tense

This is been a great learning journey for myself, and I hope it may 
inspire you to try to use, adapt, modify or begin the teaching of Tense 
in your school context. 

I’m more than happy to discuss the lessons and resources that I have 
created. 

I have shared these lesson sequences, and I am happy to do that if 
anyone is interested.
If you have created resources in this space, I’m very interested in what you have 
done as well.

Thank you again and enjoy the rest of the workshops  and keynote speakers.
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