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What’s next for STAR?

One of the most striking impacts of Covid has been the consequent 
underuse of commercial buildings in city centres in Australia and 
beyond. If that’s an issue you’re interested in, then you’ll be 
interested in STAR. There are many issues to explore. 
This research project invites stakeholders to exchange knowledge 
to develop a STAR Toolkit to guide the reactivation of underused 
spaces in existing buildings on a trial or temporary basis.

STAR Funding Success 
We were thrilled to learn in December 2021, our application for the STAR Toolkit project was 
supported by the City of Sydney under their Knowledge Exchange Sponsorship Scheme. This funding 
runs from 2022 to 2024, which means we have an extended period to explore the issues with all 
stakeholders and to develop and test our toolkit resources. 
In addition, we have had a wide interest to replicate the project in Singapore, Jakarta and Melbourne. 
This is a strong indication that these issues are global and at the forefront of stakeholders’ minds. 

Save the date
18 May 2022 / 9am-noon 
STAR Workshop @ UTS

STAR in the news – our articles
The research team at UTS (Prof. Sara Wilkinson, Dr Gill Armstrong & Prof. Jua Cilliers) have been busy! 
Alongside designing the knowledge exchange workshops, submitting our research ethical 
considerations, we are writing articles to explain the concept of STAR as a valuable asset management 
tool to address vacancies in existing buildings. We are reaching out to strategic and town planners, 
NCC certifiers, lease contract professionals and insurance regulators, as well as end-user groups who 
are looking to lease and use space for new purposes in urban centres. Our top 3 recent articles: AIQS 
The Built Environment Economist, and in the RICS Property Journal, and The Fifth Estate. Feel free to 
share our news! 

Want more information? 
Like to know about 
partnering with the 
project? 
Just email us to start a 
conversation. STAR Toolkit for Sydney

Sustainable Temporary Adaptive Reuse 
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https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/ToftCOMKZohGLy4qTEfUug?domain=issuu.com
https://ww3.rics.org/uk/en/journals/property-journal/repurposing-assets-to-reduce-vacancy-rates.html
https://thefifthestate.com.au/innovation/rating-tools/stars-a-new-toolkit-to-underused-space/
mailto:gillian.armstrong@UTS.edu.au%20?subject=Sustainable%20temporary%20adaptive%20reuse%20(STAR)%20project
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Save the date
18 May 2022 9am-noon 
STAR Workshop 01 @ UTS

STAR WORKSHOP 01 

08.30 Welcome coffee
09.00 Keynote 01
09.20 Knowledge Xchange 1
10.20 Keynote 02
10.40 Knowledge Xchange 2
11.10 Keynote 03
11.30 Knowledge Xchange 3

Workshop 01 will be held at 
UTS, Ultimo campus 

Website Launch 
You can bookmark, share, and check out
our workshops, latest news and events
through our new STAR project website:
https://www.uts.edu.au/about/faculty-
design-architecture-and-building/built-
environment/research/sustainable-
temporary-adaptive-reuse-star-project

Thanking Supporters
Our proposal would not have succeeded without the
support of our much-valued supporters; Acumentis,
Australian Museum, CIAT, Design Matters National,
Housing All Australians and NBS. In addition, the
following organisations are intending to contribute to
the workshops ARUP, CBRE, Charter Hall, Circulist,
Colliers, GBCA, KMPG, Lendlease, NABERS, PCA, St
Vincent de Paul, Sydney Fringe & WT.

What’s next – Research
We are currently undertaking a systematic literature review of
vacant space in existing buildings. We know how to quantify
vacant space, but ameliorating some vacancies can be tough and
best practices can be strengthened. We know vacancy impacts
economic activity at a city level, street-level footfall, property
valuations, and how tenants perceive the spaces they work in.
We know that there are different types of vacancy in multi-storey
buildings, from large hidden pockets to smaller but visible spaces
accessible from the street. Building age and quality are important
factors. Questions about ‘temporary,’ and ‘compatible use’ also
need to be explored to move the STAR conversation from concept
to a valuable and feasible asset management strategy.

We want to find out what types of vacant space STAR can help address, and what STAR looks like
for Sydney. We are developing three activities for workshop 01 which will move the conversation
from three perspectives: supply, end-user demand, and regulation. These activities will feed
directly into the development of the STAR toolkit. Workshop invitations will be sent out shortly.
Get in contact to secure your invitation for Workshop 01 on 18th May at UTS, Ultimo.
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