
 

Partnering with the UTS Centre for Business & Social Innovation 
via an Australian Research Council (ARC) Linkage Grant

What is an ARC Linkage grant? 

ARC Linkage grants provide funding to 
undertake high-level research projects and find 
solutions to problems of both practical and 
theoretical significance. Linkage projects 
involve businesses, industry groups and/or 
community organisations working in close 
collaboration with university researchers to 
address challenging problems of strategic 
importance.   

How does it work?  

The research project and key issues to be 
investigated are decided through joint 
discussions between the interested academics 
and practitioners. Linkage grants can run for 
between two and five years. The ARC provides 
matching funding from $50,000 to $300,000 per 
year. 

What are the benefits for Partner 
Organisations? 

Partner Organisations can come from within 
business or the community sectors. Linkage 
grants provide a unique opportunity to:  

What is needed to apply?  

Linkage grants are highly competitive and most 
likely to succeed where there is: 

 

Evidence of an existing 
productive research relationship 
between the partners 

An important aim of Linkage grants is to 
develop long-term, strategic research 
alliances between university researchers 
and the end-users of that research. A track 
record of collaboration will provide a strong 
case for further support. Consider engaging 
with a university partner before submission 
by supporting pilot projects, commissioning 
or participating in smaller scoping research, 
sharing data and equipment, and 
contributing to research seminars and 
events. 
 

 
Significant commitment from 
industry partners 

The ARC contributes funding to Linkage 
projects to match contributions made by 
industry partners. Some of the industry 
partner contribution can be in-kind (for 
example, contribution of expertise or hosting 
of research events) but financial input is also 
required. Our experience suggests that 
industry partners (as a group) need to 
contribute approximately $50,000 per year in 
cash for an application to be competitive 
 

 
Opportunity for skills transfer 
and knowledge sharing 

Linkage grants aim to build Australia’s 
research and innovation capacity. Linkage 
projects therefore need to focus on problems 
and issues that are a high priority for 
Australia and actively disseminate the 
research findings that relate to these issues 

 

  

Acquire new knowledge and develop solutions 
to industry or community problems

Share risk by working with university and other 
partners

Establish organisational leadership in relevant 
industry and public debates

Develop evidence-based responses to drive 
change in industry and government policy
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What is the role of the Partner 
Organisation?  
The role of the Partner Organisation is jointly 
decided prior to submission, so during the 
project it may include: 
 Providing a project champion to engage with 

the research team to share data, support field 
work, assist in data collection and analysis 

 Participate in project team meetings to discuss 
preliminary findings and provide feedback on 
project progress 

 Test initial findings within the organisation or 
pilot solutions  

 Co-host research seminars and disseminate 
findings to wider industry  

 Co-author research publications, including 
public reports and academic articles 

What is the process for applying? 

There are 3 application rounds for ARC 
Linkage grants per year. The application 
process is led by UTS as the university 
applicant, with the support of the UTS 
Research Office.  

 

What happens if the application is 
successful?  
UTS will manage the contract requirements 
with the ARC 

Examples of UTS Linkage grants 
UTS has been involved in a wide range of Linkage projects, covering many different topics of both 
social and economic importance.  

 Garuwanga: Forming a Competent Authority to protect Indigenous knowledge 
This project was established to work with the Aboriginal Community in order to identify, 
evaluate and recommend an appropriate Competent Authority legal structure so Australia 
can meet the requirements of the Nagoya Protocol. This Protocol calls for a Competent 
Authority to govern and administer a legal framework that ensures Indigenous 
communities’ informed consent is obtained for access to their traditional knowledge, and 
that establishes fair and equitable benefit-sharing mechanisms for use of that knowledge. 

  

 Reshaping superannuation practice in Australia using big data analytics 

This project aims to reform superannuation investment practices in Australia by using 
sophisticated data analytics and machine-learning techniques, combined with economic 
modelling and quantitative finance. To undertake this project, UTS has partnered with 
Colonial First State Investments Ltd and Simon Fraser University, Canada. 

  

 Enforcing labour standards in supply chains through voluntary frameworks 
The cleaning industry has been identified as one where supply chain issues are particularly 
pressing. Supply chain arrangements and consequent poor visibility of employment 
standards have led to uncertainty and financial hardship for cleaners (e.g. loss of 
superannuation payments, sham contracting). This project will monitor the success of the 
Cleaning Accountability Framework which is a new approach to enforcement that brings 
together stakeholders from across the supply chain, including the Fair Work Ombudsman, 
superannuation trusts and property managers. 

  

 Seafood safety 
Ciguatera fish poisoning is a growing and substantial risk for the $2.2 billion Australian 
commercial fishing industry. The outcomes of this project include new knowledge of the 
risk of ciguatoxins at Australian ‘hot spot’ sites, extensively field tested methods for 
detecting Gambierdiscus and ciguatoxins in situ and key data to inform policy to safeguard 
the seafood industry and consumers. To undertake this project, UTS has partnered with 
University of Tasmania, the University of Queensland, Diagnostic Technology Pty Limited, 
the Department of Primary Industries NSW and the Cawthron Institute. 

For an initial conversation about 
developing a Linkage project, please 
contact: cbsi@uts.edu.au  
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