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“I would like to 
express my sincere 

thanks to every 
person who has made 

a donation to UTS.” 

Thank you
The University of Technology Sydney 
is more than just an educational 
institution. It is a flourishing 
community of students, academics, 
alumni and external partners working 
towards a bold vision of becoming a 
world-leading university of technology, 
delivering real societal benefits.

At the heart of this vision is a thriving 
culture of philanthropy, underpinning  
our commitment to social justice. 
Whether it’s a modest contribution to 
the UTS Annual Appeal or a million 
dollars towards a scholarship or field  
of research, every dollar that is 
donated to UTS goes towards meeting 
the challenges of today and achieving 
our vision through excellence, 
innovation, entrepreneurship and 
equity – our core values. 

I would like to express my sincere 
thanks to every person who has made 
a donation to UTS. Through your 
generosity and support, UTS has been 
able to continue its work in developing 
tomorrow’s industry and community 
leaders, advancing numerous fields 
of research, building sustainable 
and responsible strategies for the 
community, and supporting students  
and disadvantaged groups that are  
most in need. 

I also want to take this opportunity 
to share with you some of the 
great success stories from across 
the university – the projects and 
campaigns we are now working on, 
the students whose lives have been 
transformed, and the donors who  
are making it possible. 

This year saw the opening of UTS’s 
new Business School, the Dr Chau 
Chak Wing building, which was made 
possible by a gift of $20 million from 
Dr Chau. It has become a lightning rod 
of activity for students and industry 
bodies alike, putting entrepreneurship 
and innovation at the forefront. 

“With your continued 
support, UTS is well on its 
way to realising its vision of 
becoming a world-leading 
university of technology, 
engaged in educating global 
citizens and making a 
difference to the world.”

The Faculty of Engineering and IT had 
the pleasure of selecting the first 
student to receive the Eleanor Dunn 
Scholarship in Engineering, made 
possible by the Dunn family; and our 
work in helping young Indigenous 
women continues thanks to the support 
of Laurie Cowled, as does our work 
in scientific research thanks to the 
Sherman family. 

UTS’s Australia China Relations 
Institute, supported by Xiangmo Huang, 
has also established itself as a leader 
in fostering greater understanding  
and collaboration between Australia 
and China. 

This is just a snapshot of all the 
amazing work we are able to do thanks 
to your contributions. In the pages that 
follow, you’ll find more stories about 
donors and friends of UTS who are 
contributing towards advancing the 
major global issues of our times. 

With your continued support, UTS is 
well on its way to realising its vision of 
becoming a world-leading university 
of technology, engaged in educating 
global citizens and making a difference 
to the world. With your help, it is a 
journey we will continue together. 

Many thanks

Professor Attila Brungs  
 Vice-Chancellor
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The Dr Chau Chak Wing Scholarships 
Program builds relationships and 
develops long-term educational 
strategies between UTS and China  
by providing support to Chinese 
students undertaking study at UTS, 
and Australian students enrolled at 
UTS to undertake study in China.

Made possible by a generous gift of 
$5 million from Dr Chau Chak Wing, 
the scholarships build on the already 
rich and diverse collaborations UTS 
has with China by enabling students 
to study overseas, promoting cultural 
exchange and deepening relations 
between Australia and China. 

“The scholarship opened 
my eyes to the differences 
between Australian and 
Chinese culture.”

UTS students can get involved in a 
number of ways. The first is through 
the UTS BUiLD Travel Grants, which 
give international UTS students 
enrolled in the UTS leadership 
program, BUiLD, the opportunity to 
undertake short-term programs in 
China. Students can also get involved 
directly through the Dr Chau Chak 
Wing Scholarship (Postgraduate 
Exchange & Study Abroad), which 
gives UTS postgraduate students the 
opportunity to undertake one semester 
of study at a university in China. 
 

“The scholarship opened my eyes to the 
differences between Australian and 
Chinese culture. I am looking forward 
to going to Sun Yat-Sen University as 
one of the first students from UTS to 
go to this University for Exchange next 
semester,” says Darren Ho, a Bachelor 
of Science in IT student. 

Business Law student Liria Kan agrees, 
adding “I am so grateful and thankful 
to Dr Chau Chak Wing for providing this 
scholarship to students at UTS. It is a 
gift of immeasurable generosity.”

The Dr Chau Chak Wing Scholarships 
reward the best and brightest and most 
deserving students. The recipients 
are part of a dynamic, influential and 
prestigious alumni group known as 
the Chau Scholars Network. Made up 
of future leaders, it will continue to 
grow and strengthen for generations 
to come. Following Dr Chau’s example, 
the Chau Scholars will help to 
foster relationships and educational 
outcomes between UTS and China. 
Over the next five years, UTS expects 
to have 150 graduates in this network.

Bridging nations
The Dr Chau Chak Wing Scholarships Program has a vision  

for the future leaders of Australia and China.

“I am so grateful to 
Dr Chau Chak Wing 

for providing this 
scholarship to  

students at UTS.” 
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“I’d like to follow  
the footsteps of 

everyday people  
who try to make  

a change.” 

As a child, Fatima Shafaie used to lay 
out newspapers at home and read 
them like a newsreader. “It was a very 
unconscious thing,” she recalls. “I just 
did it because I liked it.” It’s fitting that 
she’s now immersed in current affairs 
and governance for a Bachelor of 
Communication in Journalism and Law 
degree at UTS. 

“They are very different, yet they 
balance each other out,” she remarks 
of the subjects. Journalism is very 
practical and on-the-go, while law is 
more thought-provoking: “we do a lot 
of discussions, analytical thinking and 
arguing about laws.” 

“I’d like to follow the footsteps 
of everyday people who try to 
make a change.”

Born in Afghanistan, Fatima moved 
to Iran and Pakistan with her family 
as refugees at a young age. She came 
to Sydney on a humanitarian visa in 
2007 sponsored by her father, who 
arrived by boat a few years earlier. “It’s 
devastating,” she says of developments 
in her crisis-torn homeland. Members 
of her extended family in Pakistan 
are still being targeted due to their 
ethnicity and religion on a daily basis, 
she explains. “I consider myself quite 
lucky. I came here as a very young 
teenager, so I’ve had opportunities that 
other people may not have.” 

Contributing to the community
A passionate social justice advocate, 
Fatima is already making an impact 
in the community. She is one of three 
youth leaders of Afghans Unite!, a 
project striving to end prejudice 
and bullying among young Afghan 
Australians. It opens a dialogue to 
promote harmony between youth from 
different Muslim denominations and 
teaches them media skills to spread 
the message. She also volunteers at 
Refugee Advice & Casework Service. 

“I’d like to follow the footsteps of 
everyday people who try to make a 
change,” she says. Former Justice of 
the High Court of Australia Michael 
Kirby; lawyer and Islamaphobia Register 
Australia creator Mariam Veiszadeh; and 
human rights lawyer Amal Clooney are 
cited as examples. “They’re individuals 
in their own field and do things a little bit 
outside the mainstream, yet they make a 
lot of impact.”

Becoming independent
Fatima is a recipient of the Ezekiel 
Solomon Scholarship, awarded to 
UTS Law undergraduate students who 
demonstrate initiative and require 
financial or educational assistance. It 
is an integral part of the Law Faculty’s 
commitment to ensure excellent 
students from diverse backgrounds 
have access to quality legal studies. 

Zeke Solomon AM, who established the 
scholarship in 2011, is a senior advisor 
and former long-standing partner at 
Allens, widely respected internationally 

for his expertise in energy and 
resource development. Zeke 
comments, “A scholarship provided 
me the chance to pursue postgraduate 
studies at Harvard. I’m delighted if this 
scholarship assists in a small way to 
make it easier for talented students 
like Fatima to pursue their ambitions  
in the legal profession.” 

Confidence booster
“The one major thing that the 
scholarship has done for me is to 
boost my confidence. I can focus on 
other things like how to enhance my 
skills, and how to go on and search 
for internship opportunities,” Fatima 
explains. It enables her to pay for 
expensive items such as textbooks and 
law books, and to access technology 
for her studies and related activities. 
Being able to purchase appropriate 
attire to confidently apply for 
clerkships or internships at high-tier 
firms has also eased a lot of pressure.

As the final fifth year of the degree 
approaches next year, Fatima is torn 
between which pathway to follow. She’s 
considering places like the ABC and 
SBS for media; to gain law experience 
she’s currently working as a migration 
agent assistant. “I’m confident enough 
to go and work independently, so I 
feel like this has given me a very good 
base,” she says. “I’m going to try out 
for a journalism cadetship and a law 
clerkship, and see where opportunity 
takes me.”

Making a difference
Assistance from UTS has enabled Fatima Shafaie  

to pursue her dreams in media and law.
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The UTS Galuwa Engineering and IT 
Experience is a free five-day program 
for Indigenous high school students 
which showcases opportunities 
in engineering and information 
technology. Introduced in 2013, it is a 
collaboration between the university’s 
Faculty of Engineering and IT (FEIT) 
and Jumbunna Indigenous House  
of Learning.

Among the program’s goals is raising 
aspirations among Indigenous high 
school students to pursue university 
studies. Applicants from across the 
country take part in workshops, site 
visits and industry talks. 

“Parents say: ‘there’s a spark 
that I have not seen before,’ or 
their son or daughter ‘really 
wants to progress in this. 
How can I help?’”

Galuwa began as a three-day pilot 
program, supported by the James N 
Kirby Foundation, in response to the 
low number of Indigenous students 
enrolled at FEIT. Planned for 15 
participants, it attracted 50 applications 
and accepted 30 students. Success 
led to additional industry support, 
enabling the program’s growth. “We 
want [Indigenous] students who have 
an interest, a passion for engineering 
and IT to think, “there is a possibility, 
there is a career for me”,” says 
Maritza Messina, FEIT Industry Liaison 
Manager and Galuwa Manager. 

Inspiring activities
Numerous high-profile industry 
partners are involved with the 
program. Workshops include civil 
engineering-related activities such as 
building bridges with spaghetti. ABB, 
a donor from the outset, has students 
assembling miniature solar-powered 
cars to learn about electrical and 
mechanical engineering. Westpac, a 
new 2015 donor, helps students with 
resume writing skills. UTS engineering 
students contribute by giving talks 
about university studies. 

Site visits are also a key component 
of the program. To date, Lend Lease 
and Aurecon have hosted site visits 
to UTS FEIT and Faculty of Business 
construction sites, Darling Harbour 
Live and Barangaroo; high-level 
professionals from the companies also 
held mentoring sessions at the university. 

The ABC supports Galuwa with visits 
that provide insight into Information 
and Communication Technology 
Engineering. The program concludes 
with a graduation dinner at an iconic 
venue, such as the Sydney Tower. 
Galuwa leaves a positive impact, 
remarks Messina. “Parents say: ‘there’s 
a spark that I have not seen before,’ or 
their son or daughter ‘really wants to 
progress in this. How can I help?’” 

More opportunities
A range of new initiatives are under 
consideration: increased teacher, career 
advisor and parent involvement with the 
program; extended mentoring between 
industry professionals and students 
after the program; and a Galuwa 
Scholarship for participants who 
eventually study at UTS, to name a few. 

The program has expanded to two other 
faculties and Messina hopes it will 
eventually extend to all faculties. Three 
Galuwa participants are now studying 
at UTS; broader FEIT and Jumbunna 
initiatives have seen Indigenous 
student enrolments grow from four to 
24 between 2012 and 2015. 

Funding from industry and individual 
donors such as David and Vivienne 
Cook enable Galuwa to cover all 
student expenses and to be sustainable. 
Industry partners are also key for 
future student engagement beyond 
the program. Les Marshall-Peel, 
who participated in the first Galuwa, 
began studies at UTS in 2015 and will 
commence an internship at Aurecon in 
2016. “Galuwa gave me the focus and 
drive I needed to finish high school, 
and showed me the possibilities that 
engineering and university have to offer.” 

The Galuwa Program
The Galuwa program enables Indigenous high school students to experience  
the world of engineering and technology at UTS and achieve their potential.

“Galuwa showed 
me the possibilities 

engineering and 
university have  

to offer.” 
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“The Data Arena? That’s a whole 
different ball game, that one. I can 
think of a hundred applications  
straight off the bat where the Data 
Arena could apply. There must  
be millions.” 

Eleanor Dunn has just visited the 
recently opened Data Arena in the 
Faculty of Engineering and IT. Dunn, 
in whose name the Eleanor Dunn 
Scholarship in Engineering was 
created, is the widow of Ted Dunn,  
one of Australia’s unsung heroes in 
modern engineering. 

Eleanor is continuing Ted’s legacy  
by supporting technological 
advancement in the area of education 
from which he came. 

Thanks to her gift to UTS, successful 
applicants to the scholarship will 
receive $5000 per year for up to five 
years. The scholarship will be  
available every year in perpetuity, 
meaning the innovation and hard 
work that Ted stood for will inspire 
new generations of engineers for the 
foreseeable future. 

Ted Dunn was the designer of the first 
television sets suitable for Australian 
conditions. He later went on to 
establish his own major Sydney-based 
electronics firm. “Ted realised all the 
television sets were breaking down, 
and it was the tuners,” recalls Eleanor. 

“So he set up a little workshop in the 
backyard shed of his parents’ home, 
and repaired tuners.” 

Before long, the operation diversified 
and expanded to larger quarters in 
Ashfield, Leichhardt, Gladesville and 
finally Winston Hills. Sadly, Ted passed 
away before the final move. 

“We want to support people 
who are striving to achieve, 
but it’s not a hand out,” 
explains Eleanor. “It’s always 
been about trying to help 
people help themselves.”

“We want to support people who are 
striving to achieve, but it’s not a hand out,” 
explains Eleanor. “It’s always been about 
trying to help people help themselves.” 

“UTS’s Faculty of Engineering and 
IT believes strongly in encouraging 
excellence and promoting social equity 
for its students. We are proud and 
grateful to be able to share this vision 
through the Eleanor Dunn Scholarship 
in Engineering,” says Dean of the Faculty 
of Engineering and IT, Ian Burnett. 

Eleanor met Simon Tan, the first ever 
recipient of the scholarship, during her 
tour of the Data Arena. Together they 
were able to watch a bacterial traffic 
jam extracted from several thousand 
spreadsheets of data. 

“He’s a worthy recipient,” she remarked. 
“He should be proud of where he’s at 
now, but he’s going to go a lot further.”

Nurturing innovation
UTS’s donors continue the tradition of excellence and innovation.

“We are proud and 
grateful to be able 

to share this vision 
through the Eleanor 
Dunn Scholarship in 

Engineering.” 
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In 2014, UTS established the  
Australia-China Relations Institute 
(ACRI) as a think tank to illuminate 
the Australia-China relationship. 
Chinese studies centres exist in 
other universities. ACRI, however, is 
Australia’s first think tank devoted 
to the study of the relationship of the 
two countries. ACRI’s work is based 
on a positive and optimistic view of 
Australia-China relations, capturing 
the spirit of the 2014 announcement 
of a Free Trade Agreement and the 
commitments by both countries to a 
Comprehensive Strategic Partnership.

ACRI is an integral part of UTS, 
harnessing its strengths as a world-
leading university of technology to 
provide fresh insight into Australia-
China relations. ACRI illuminates  
the Australia-China relationship 
through research, events and  
strategic partnerships.

The Institute was initiated by a 
substantial donation from  
entrepreneur and philanthropist  
Mr Xiangmo Huang. 

“UTS clearly demonstrates 
a commitment to pursuing 
research that reveals insights 
that can lead to new ways of 
doing things and achieving 
valuable outcomes.”

Dedicated to philanthropy
Mr Huang is strongly committed to 
community responsibility. The $1.8 
million donation to ACRI has enabled 
the appointment of a distinguished 
senior academic to guide collaborative 
research in areas such as economics, 
business, education and social 
challenges faced by our two countries. 
In addition to its rich calendar of events, 
the Institute holds annual summits  
to address issues of mutual concern 
and develop new researchers and 
business leaders.

Mr Huang is proud to support a 
university that already provides 
cross-cultural research collaboration 
and seeks new ways to engage with 
China. “We share a vision to produce 
high-quality research that will have 
worthwhile results for both our 
countries’ relationships in important 
business and societal spheres,” he 
says. “UTS clearly demonstrates a 
commitment to pursuing research that 
reveals insights that can lead to new 
ways of doing things and achieving 
valuable outcomes.”

Strengthening  
intercultural bonds

Chinese business leader funds UTS Institute to further Australia-China engagement.

“We share a vision to 
produce high-quality 

research that will have 
worthwhile results for 
both our countries…” 
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“People who are 
diagnosed with these 
diseases need to have 

something that  
gives them hope.” 

Life-changing research is happening 
at UTS’s ithree institute: Associate 
Professor Anthony George and his 
team have discovered a compound 
they believe could help treat people 
diagnosed with mesothelioma and 
asbestosis – incurable lung diseases 
caused by asbestos exposure. 

The potential impact on Australian 
health is considerable. The country 
has the world’s second highest rate of 
mesothelioma, an aggressive cancer 
of the lung. Asbestos fibres inflame 
the lung’s lining and later develop into 
tumours in its deeper layer; symptoms 
can take 20-50 years to develop. 
Asbestosis is a scarring of lung tissue 
that leads to long-term breathing 
complications. Initially contracted by 
those in the mining and manufacturing 
industries, the diseases are now 
a threat to DIY home renovators. 
According to Safe Work Australia 
figures, approximately 700 lives are 
claimed annually.

Treatment is expected to be simply 
delivered. “We think the compound 
could be used through a puffer or a 
nebuliser, just like those used with 
asthma,” Assoc. Prof. George explains. 

“It could either prevent the fibres taking 
hold in people exposed to asbestos, 
or improve the condition for people 
suffering now.” 

Compound effects
Asbestos exposure typically suppresses 
a person’s immune system to fight 
back. The compound enables the body’s 
defence system to act against asbestos 
fibres lodged in the lung. 

“We selected Dr George’s 
project because it satisfies  
an important, unmet need.”

Assoc. Prof. George says the 
compound stops the pathways to cell 
death caused by asbestos at a genetic 
level. The results look promising: 
mesothelioma tumour development 
was halted in 60-80 per cent of cases 
during pre-clinical laboratory trials 
on mice. In experiments on human 
lung cell cultures, the compound was 
effective in preventing symptoms 
typically triggered by asbestos, such as 
a rise in harmful oxygen radical levels.

Impending commercialisation
The research project began in 2007 
and garnered a Trailblazer Award and 
major funding from an anonymous 
donor the following year. While 
progression from discovery to cure 
can take decades in medicine, an 
application for a patent for the 
compound has been submitted. 
Encouragingly, by working with SPARK 
Sydney — a joint program between  
UTS and the Kolling Institute of Medical 
Research — Assoc. Prof. George could 
see a product emerge in just five years. 

SPARK Sydney director Professor 
Michael Wallach is enthusiastic. “We 
selected Dr George’s project because  
it satisfies an important, unmet need,” 
he says. “In two years, with our support 
and mentoring, he should be able to get 
to a proof of concept that will be taken 
up by a pharmaceutical company.”

A much-needed breakthrough
For mesothelioma sufferers, Assoc. 
Prof. George believes the compound 
will have considerable life-extending 
potential as a complement to 
chemotherapy. Life expectancy is 
currently about nine months after 
diagnosis, with intense chemotherapy 
extending the duration for only three 
months on average.

Living with the knowledge of asbestos 
exposure can be fraught with stress 
and uncertainty. New ways to fight 
mesothelioma are essential for the 
future, says asbestos compensation 
lawyer Theodora Ahilas. “People who 
are diagnosed with these diseases 
need to have something that gives 
them hope. They need to know that 
there is some treatment that will give 
them a longer life expectancy and 
some quality of life.”

Leading a medical  
breakthrough

UTS research offers hope in the fight against incurable asbestos-related disease.
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For over a decade, Anti-Slavery Australia 
has been committed to abolishing all 
forms of human trafficking, slavery, 
forced labour and forced marriage 
from their base within the UTS Law 
faculty. Working face to face with 
survivors of severe exploitation on 
Australian shores, they offer access 
to confidential legal advice, carry out 
research and educational initiatives, and 
advocate for changes to law.

Anti-Slavery Australia engages with 
a broad cross section of society. With 
its leading research on the networks 
and practices of slavery, the Centre 
develops informative, evidence-based 
educational and outreach material, 
which reaches thousands of frontline 
workers and community members 
around Australia. Its deeply committed 
team has forged strong networks with 
support services across the country, 
especially those assisting the culturally 
and linguistically diverse community. 

The Centre works sensitively with clients 
from various cultural backgrounds to 
develop the best outcomes. Victims of 
forced labour, for example, see a return 
of lost wages or rectification of their visa 
status. As a part of UTS’s Faculty of Law, 
Anti-Slavery Australia actively engages 
with students through placements  
and internships. 

Making a difference
Slavery takes many forms and emerges 
in varying degrees over the world, 
remarks Judith Neilson, Anti-Slavery  
Australia’s recently appointed Patron. 
Cases involve elements such as 

psychological or physical control 
and abuse, in addition to exploitative 
working conditions, including limited 
or no pay. A philanthropist and art 
world figure, Ms Neilson has helped 
humanitarian causes since her youth 
in Zimbabwe. Discovering the work of 
Anti-Slavery Australia prompted her to 
provide financial support for the Centre. 

“I was shocked to learn about the 
conditions some people are subjected 
to in one of the world’s most affluent 
nations.” Enslavement can happen in 
places such as households, brothels, 
building sites, factories and farms. 
Anti-Slavery Australia is the only 
specialist legal research and policy 
centre of its kind in the country, and 
it is uniquely focused on people in 
Australia. “It has significant legal skills 
and experience, so it can make a real, 
practical difference in clients’ lives.” 

Anti-Slavery Australia Director 
Associate Professor Jennifer Burn is 
delighted that Judith Neilson accepted 
the appointment of Anti-Slavery 
Australia patron: “The appointment 
is inspiring for the continued growth 
of the Centre and Judith’s support 
extends to representing the Centre in 
the community and raising awareness 
of slavery and human trafficking in 
the broader Australian community. 
Judith’s backing allows us to pursue 
research and policy development in 
emerging areas, including migrant 
worker exploitation, commercial 
surrogacy and trafficking, and to 
develop cutting-edge educational and 
awareness-raising strategies.” 

Raising awareness to fight slavery
Forced marriage of young women in 
Australia is another serious emerging 
issue, says external engagement 
manager Beau Neilson: “Many facing 
forced marriage feel powerless to act 
due to fear, misunderstanding and lack 
of clear support pathways, making 
them vulnerable to discontinued 
education, social isolation and violence.” 
Over 49 cases have been reported to 
the Australian Federal Police since 
2013, with more unreported incidences 
likely. “Education and resilience 
building is critical,” says Neilson. 

Anti-Slavery Australia has developed 
multilingual materials alongside 
Australian Attorney-General funded 
programs in response to forced marriage 
in Australia. A key project is My Blue 
Sky (MyBlueSky.org.au), Australia’s 
first website dedicated to the issue, 
slated to launch in November. “The 
website includes a national legal service 
provided through email and text to 
assist individuals at risk of and in forced 
marriage,” she explains. Information will 
cover legislative framework surrounding 
the issue, community responses, referral 
organisations and available supports. 

Judith Neilson considers it a special 
achievement. “I am especially interested 
in education — raising awareness of 
these serious problems and the misery 
they cause,” she states. “The more 
people understand about forced labour, 
forced marriage and similar forms of 
slavery and bondage, the better chance 
we’ll have of eradicating these evils 
from ‘the Lucky Country’.”

Fighting modern-day slavery
UTS is home to Australia’s specialist centre for abolishing slavery.

“Judith’s backing allows 
us to pursue research 

and policy development 
in emerging areas 
including migrant 

worker exploitation…”
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Most students would be happy to add 
practical experience with real-world 
problems to their degree. But imagine 
the satisfaction of doing so in a not-for-
profit where you can actually make  
a difference.

Shopfront, established two decades 
ago, is a community engagement 
program – one of the first of its kind  
in Australia. Through Shopfront,  
more than 300 students a year across 
all faculties work with around 50 
disadvantaged and under-resourced 
community organisations as an 
integrated part of their coursework. 
They work directly on projects 
that have been initiated by these 
organisations under the supervision  
of industry mentors. 

An initiative that UTS’s philanthropic 
community can support, Shopfront 
brokers these relationships between 
the community organisations, students, 
mentors and academics. “We provide 
that extra layer of support for students 
and community partners to engage 
with each other and, in turn, improve 
the quality of the work they do,” says 
Shopfront manager Pauline O’Loughlin. 

Projects range from long-term 
environmental initiatives to working 
on rebranding, organisational change 
and management issues with groups 
that embrace disability, arts and 
culture, marginalised youth, refugees 
or childcare.

Shopfront also works closely with 
UTS’s BUiLD (Beyond UTS International 
Leadership Development), a dynamic 
leadership program open to all UTS 
students to help develop their leadership 
potential both locally and abroad.

With the support of Deputy Vice 
Chancellor (International and 
Advancement), Professor Bill Purcell, 
Shopfront launched the UTS: SOUL 
Award in 2013. SOUL stands for: 
social outcomes through university 
leadership, and is an extra-curricular, 
university-wide volunteer and 
leadership program. In the past two 
years, more than 2000 students have 
signed up for the award. 

“Students deal with real-life 
situations, learn to work in a 
team, employ active listening 
and empathy skills to deliver 
strong collaborative results.”

“Shopfront and the SOUL Award speak 
very closely to UTS’s broader vision 
of social justice and equity,” says 
Professor Purcell. “I’m excited that we 
can approach these challenges with new 
ideas and ask what we can do differently.”

The volunteer activities develop 
valuable life skills, O’Loughlin says: 

“Students deal with real-life situations, 
learn to work in a team, employ active 
listening and empathy skills to deliver 
strong collaborative results.” 

Some students go on to work with 
community groups or do pro bono work, 
and that is exactly what happened to 
Bachelor of Communications student, 
Lily Brouwer-French. 

In her last semester, Brouwer-French 
completed a weekly internship through 
Shopfront with FoodSwell, a social 
enterprise that focusses on health and 
sustainable food for Indigenous and 
disadvantaged Australians. For her 
project, Brouwer-French contacted 
youth organisations across western 
NSW, discussing their health and well-
being programs. Having completed 
her degree in December, she is now 
working in the sector.

“I would really recommend Shopfront to 
other students,” says Brouwer-French. 

“The project developed my research 
and interview skills, and gave me a 
certain confidence about going into a 
workplace and getting a job done.” 

The front lines of social justice
Shopfront is spearheading UTS student and alumni  

involvement in the not-for-profit sector.

“It developed my 
research and interview 

skills, and gave me  
a certain confidence 

about going into  
a workplace.” 
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$1,000,000 plus
Sherman Family &  
Sherman Foundation

$100,000 – $999,999
Bill and Melinda Gates 
Foundation

Estate of Peter J Bulgin

The Jacka Foundation  
of Natural Therapies

The Neilson Foundation

The Rotary Club of Sydney Soukup 
Memorial Scholarship Foundation

UTS Staff Giving Program

$50,000 – $99,999
3A Investment Pty Ltd

IBIS World

James N Kirby Foundation Ltd

Lallemand Osteopathy Research 
Fund, a sub-fund of State 
Trustees Australia Foundation

Osteopathy Australia

Prof William Purcell

Rebecca L Cooper Medical 
Research Foundation

Societe Generale

Stanley and Charmaine Roth

TransGrid

Westpac Group

$25,000 – $49,999
Anne Dwyer

Aurecon Australasia Pty Ltd

Ayurvedic Practitioners 
Association UK

Peter and Sharon Ivany

Prof Mary Spongberg

Siemens

The Co-Op Bookshop

The H & R Society Trust

Transfield Foundation

$5,000 – $24,999
Accounting for Good

Anna Hynes Curtis

Ann Koutts

Australian Institute fo Quantity 
Surveyors (NSW Chapter)

Becwire P/L as Trustee for  
Peters Family Foundation

BHP Billiton

Blackmores Institute

Corrs Chambers Westgarth

Crown Entertainment Group 
Holdings Pty Ltd

Dr Phillip Sharp

EG Funds

Emeritus Prof Ross Milbourne

Hansen Yuncken NSW

Holding Redlich

Hugh B Gage

Intech Credit Union Ltd

Jack & Marj Eddie

King & Wood Mallesons

Macquarie Group

Master Builders Association  
of NSW

Michael Refshauge

National Stroke Foundation

UTS Donors in 2015

NEC Australia

P J Scientific Pty Ltd

Patrick Woods 

PricewaterhouseCoopers – 
Australia

Prof Attila Brungs

Property Council of Australia

Qantas Airways Ltd

Rider Levett Bucknall

Rio Tinto Services Limited

Royal Institution of Chartered 
Surveyors (RICS)

Teachers Mutual Bank

The Centre for Volunteering

The Pickles Foundation

The Profield Foundation

The Talloires Network

Yahoo Labs

$1,000 – $4,999
ABB Australia

AMP Capital

Ashurst

Associate Prof David Eager

Australian Property Institute

Australian Taxation Office

Christopher H Kuan

Danielle Jolly

David O’Mahony

Diabetes NSW

Dr Elizabeth Denney-Wilson

Dr Kyungja Jung

Dr Rosalind Dubs

Edmondo Bruti Liberati

Emeritus Prof Jennifer Edwards

Fiona McLeod SC

Frances Rogan

Jacqui Wise

Jane Westbrook

Janet Grey

Jen Luff

Kennedy Austin Executive Search

Kenneth W Gunderson-Briggs

 

KM & WM Kelly & Sons

Law Society of NSW

Leena Thomas

Mikal Greaves

National Interior Plantscape 
Association

New South Wales Bar Association

Pharmaceutical Defence Limited

Prof Bruce Milthorpe

Prof Roy Green

Robin McHugh

Rosie Nice & Peter White

Stuart and Alexandra Welch

Thomson Reuters

Tony Blower

Tresillian Family Care Centres

Voiceless, the animal  
protection institute

UTS also wishes to acknowledge 
the continuing support of donors 
from previous years, as well as 
the generous contributions of its 
anonymous donors. 
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UTS ADVANCEMENT
University of Technology Sydney
PO Box 123
Broadway NSW 2007

Telephone: +61 2 9514 9861
Email: development@uts.edu.au
Web: http://giving.uts.edu.au

The UTS 2015 Donor Report is printed on ecoStar uncoated paper, which is manufactured from 100% post consumer 
recycled paper in a process chlorine free environment under the ISO 14001 environmental management system.
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“I would like to 
express my sincere 

thanks to every 
person who has made 

a donation to UTS.” 


