
History of Capitalism Workshop 
19 September 2019, UTS 
 
UTS Building 10, Level 5, Room 580. Take the lifts from the marble foyer in Building 10 on 
Jones Street, and get out at the 5th floor. Turn left and walk to the other side of the Atrium 
(through double glass doors and across a small bridge). Room 580 is down a corridor, on the 
right, directly in front of the small bridge you walk across. 
 
Organiser contact: hannah.forsyth@acu.edu.au 
 
Since the 2008 financial crisis, historians around the world have been increasingly conscious 
of capitalism’s historicity. In Australian history we have been working to develop theoretical 
frameworks, develop skills and techniques among ourselves and our students. We are 
increasingly connecting the history of capitalism to existing strengths in Australian 
historiography,  by thinking about capitalism and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
histories, environmental history, labour history, educational history, settler-colonial studies, 
immigration history, intellectual history, gender history and, of course, economic history. 
 
This workshop brings those strands together. It starts with some practical strategies and 
sources, then considers a range of approaches to the history of capitalism and moves to the 
important task of getting the politics right. We end with a History Now! seminar featuring 
two women working on the history of capitalism, Dr Julie McIntyre (University of Newcastle) 
and Dr Sophie Loy-Wilson (University of Sydney). 
 
Please note that this workshop is being run with no funding at all. Hannah will bring some 
snacks and some wine for the evening, but please note that we will head to Spice Alley for a 
pay-your-own-way lunch - and dinner as well. There is a kitchen and coffee shops nearby. 
 
Program 
 
Note that all papers, except the first, are maximum of 10 minutes. We will not get through 
the day if anyone goes over time, so presenters, please ensure you prepare carefully. 
 
Sources 
9:30-10.10  
Hannah Forsyth: Welcome and publication details and also Using census and stat sources 
Altin Gavranovic: Using arbitration records  
Miesje de Vogel: financial history, sources and methods from the RBA calculator to banking 
records 
10.10 Discussion of methods and sources 
 
10.25 quick break 
 
Approaches 
10.40 – 11.30  
Frances Steel: Capital, culture and the firm 
Julie McIntyre: Environment and capitalism 
Heidi Norman: political economy of land rights  
Liz Humphrys: Capital and the state 
11.30 discussion 
 



11.50 Break 
 
1.00-2.00 
Claire Wright: Historicising capitalism to understand economic organisation across time and 
place 
Ben Huf: Economy of the Word: Language, History, Economics 
Jon Piccini: Neoliberal Capitalism  
Mike Beggs: Political economy and history 
Thomas Mackay: Is Australian Capitalism the same as American capitalism but in Australia? 
2.00 discussion 
 
2.30 short break 
 
Getting the politics right 
2.45-4.00 
Frank Bongiorno: contemporary social democracy and the labour party since the 1980s 
Yves Rees: queering economics  
Jason de Santolo: decolonising research  
Amy Thomas: Settler-colonialism and capitalism 
Andonis Piperoglou: Colouring (White) Capitalisms  
Frances Flanaghan: writing about work in the neoliberal era  
4.00 discussion 
 
Methods 
4.30 Andy Kaladelfos and Alana Piper: Doing history quant (20 mins) 
4.50 discussion 
 
5pm break 
 
5.30-7pm History of Capitalism Now!  
 
Building 10, Level 14, Old Board Room 
 
Julie McIntyre (Newcastle): ‘Re-entangling soil and labour with science and capital as 
sources of modern Australian wealth, from an environmental perspective’ 
 
Sophie Loy-Wilson (Sydney): ‘The ghost economy: Searching for a history of Chinese 
Australian capitalism’ 
 
Chair: Hannah Forsyth (ACU) 


