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From the Director’s Desk: 

Dear Centre’s Members, Associates, Colleagues and 

Friends, 

I can’t believe we are already in August – well and truly in 

the second semester! It means we are about to start a 

marathon of exciting active participation at the European 

Academy of Forensic Science meeting in Lyon, France, The 

International Association of Forensic Toxicologists meeting 

in Ghent, Belgium, the University of Lausanne’s Doctoral 

School, our own Australian & New Zealand Forensic 

Science Society symposium in Perth and many others. I 

thank everyone for their fantastic commitment in waving 

the UTS: CFS flag and significantly contributing to the 

efforts in shaping the future of forensic science. 

I hope this long overdue issue will convince you that the 

first semester was not less busy and less exciting than what 

lies ahead. It was also bittersweet. Prof. Shari Forbes was 

awarded a Canada 150 Research Chair and decided to take 

on the challenge to continue her career across the Pacific, 

switching hemisphere (and climate!). I warmly 

congratulate Shari on this significant achievement. Further, 

I cannot thank Shari enough for her talent and hard work 

to develop and establish the Australian Facility for 

Taphonomic Experimental Research (AFTER) at UTS, the 

first such facility outside the USA. This clearly fostered 

UTS’s position on the global forensic science map. I wish 

her all the success she deserves in Canada. On the positive 

side, we are fortunate to welcome Prof. Dennis McNevin, a 

well-known and respected scholar in the area of forensic 

genetics. This appointment will create exciting new 

opportunities for CFS in teaching, research, external 

engagement and consultancies. In a rapidly changing 

world, I have no doubt that Dennis’s expertise and network 

will be essential. Goodbye Shari and welcome Dennis! 

I thank all CFS members for their commitment and 

achievements during the first half of the year. Enjoy and 

make the most of the forthcoming conferences. I look 

forward to the second issue of the newsletter that will 

report on them. I take this opportunity to thank all our 

partners in Australia and overseas. Happy reading! 

Forensically yours, 

Prof. Claude Roux 

 

 

Research Spotlight: Zaccariah Knobel 

– Estimating post-mortem interval of 

soft and hard tissue in a temperate 

Australian environment 

 

For investigations involving human remains, there are 

several priorities that investigators need to focus on. 

These include locating the remains (if undiscovered) or 

the primary crime scene, determining the post-mortem 

interval (PMI), identifying the victim, and determining 

cause-of-death. This project will focus on one of these 

goals; estimation of PMI. PMI is the interval between the 

time of death and the time of discovery/analysis. A 

thorough understanding of the mechanisms of human 

decomposition allows experts to more accurately 

estimate PMI.  

The project is aiming develop and test two methods for 

the estimation of PMI for soft and hard tissues in a 

temperate Australian environment at the Australian 

Facility for Taphonomic Experimental Research (AFTER). 

Taphonomic observational data will be used to adapt 

the existing total body scoring (TBS) method and 

develop a locale-specific scoring system for estimation 

of PMI using soft tissue degradation. High-performance 

liquid chromatography with UV/Vis detection will be 

used to quantify citrate content (Ci) in human bone, 

monitoring the changes over time to establish a baseline 

which could be used to estimate the PMI of hard tissues. 

The experimental studies will also aim to investigate the 

applicability of these methods to forensic casework by 

testing features such as ease of use by trained and non-

trained assessors, and the impact of factors common to 

forensic settings such as clothing and seasonal variation. 

This will ensure that the methods established during this 

project are suitable for application in forensic casework 

and future experimental studies. Overall we’re aiming to 

utilise the new AFTER facility to perform human 
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decomposition studies in Australia that will significantly 

contribute to the understanding of soft and hard tissue 

decomposition in Australia, as well as provide improved 

methods for PMI estimation for future forensic 

taphonomy and anthropology experts.   

Congratulations  

 Congratulations to Dr Morgan Philp, Erin Boatswain, 

Rachel Morison, Harmonie Michelot and Andy Wai 

for completing their PhD stage 3 assessment. 

 Dr Morgan Philp for her thesis submission on ‘The 

development of novel optical screening tests for the 

presumptive identification of New Psychoactive 

Substances (NPS) in seized illicit materials’ and Seta 

Tosonyan ‘Synthesis and Characterisation of new 

phenanthroline quinone derivatives and their 

evaluation as Alzheimer’s disease therapeutic Active 

ingredients’. 

 Grant success: Associate Professor Shanlin Fu, Laura 

Clancy, Dr Ronald Shimmon. 2018. UTS Innovation 

Commercialisation Seed Fund (iCSF) for a project 

titled “Rapid colour test method for screening 

NBOME-type hallucinogenic drugs of abuse using 

chemical reagent TCBQ” ($6000). 

 Congratulations to Dr Mackenzie De La Hunty who 

received the ANZFSS full member registration award 

 Congratulations to Dr Scott Chadwick, Joshua 

Klingberg, Daniel Pasin, Alexandra Summerell, 

Nicole Cattarossi, Alicia Khuu, Matthieu Maitre, and 

for Natasha Benson for receiving the Executive 

ANZFSS Symposium Award. 

 Congratulations to Alicia Khuu, Dilan Seckiner, 

Smitha Panicker, Natasha Benson and Vitor Cesar 

Taranto who were successfully awarded a Vice 

Chancellor’s Postgraduate Research Student 

Conference Fund. 

 

 

ANZFSS 2018 

The next Australian and New Zealand Forensic Science 

Society 24th International Symposium will be held in Perth, 

Australia between the 9th – 13th of September in 2018.  

The theme of the Symposium is “Forensic Science Without 

Borders” and will bring together experts from a range of 

science disciplines and jurisdictions. The Symposium will 

provide participants with an invaluable opportunity to 

share knowledge, develop ideas and network with 

colleagues from around the globe.  

 
ANZFSS 2018 Promotional Flyer 

 

Twitter Page and CFS Website 

Make sure you follow us on Twitter: @CFS_UTS for the 

latest updates about upcoming events and information!  

Also make sure to check out our website: 

www.forensics.uts.edu.au that is being upgraded!  
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IAFS 2020 

 The 22nd Triennial Meeting of the International 

Association of Forensic Sciences, in conjunction with the 

25th Symposium of the Australian & New Zealand 

Forensic Science Society is fast approaching on the 22 -

25 September 2020.  

The IAFS encompasses academics and practicing 

professionals within trans-disciplinary forensic 

specialities. The theme of IAFS 2020 will be ‘Forensic 

Science 2020 – Where to from here?’, where the 

program will strategically cover the critical issues to 

identify possible solutions to stronger and more reliable 

forensic science and medicine in the future. For more 

information follow the link: www.iafs2020.com.au 

 

 

 
IAFS2020 Promotional Flyer 

 

Centre for Forensic Science – 2018 

Eureka Prize Finalist 

The centre for Forensic Science, in collaboration with 

Western Sydney University, has been nominated for the 

eureka prize for Outstanding Science in Safeguarding 

Australia. Their innovative work on predicting the physical 

appearance through DNA, World leading methodologies 

for fingerprinting, assessment of human body 

decomposition, detecting hazardous materials all come 

together to create and further develop new technologies 

for crime prevention. The winner will be announced on 

the 29th August. 

 
 

 

 
CFS colleagues and Eureka Prize finalists 

 

Centre for Forensic Science  

Newsletter  

August 2018 

www.forensics.uts.edu.au 

http://www.iafs2020.com.au/


  

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

'

My job was to perform routine quality control analyses on 

raw sugar that had been delivered from the sugar mills in 

Queensland before it was refined.  In a way, the practices 

and procedures that I learned in CSR Central Laboratory 

were not dissimilar to those that we employ in modern 

forensic labs.  The stringent use of controls, measurement 

traceability, proficiency testing and opportunities for 

improvement were seen to be just as important then as 

they are now. 

 

After a brief stint as a high school science teacher, I 

returned to university to complete a PhD in Biochemical 

Engineering.  My PhD project involved the use of micro-

organisms to treat waste and I became fascinated with 

the complexity of biology, especially the role of genetics 

as a blueprint for life.  A change in my personal 

circumstances led me to Canberra (where I grew up as it 

turns out!) and I was fortunate enough to secure a one-

year research contract at the Australian Federal Police 

(AFP) forensic laboratory.  Here I turned my attention 

from micro-organisms to humans but the DNA is largely 

the same in both species.  That year set me on the path to 

forensic science and I haven’t looked back.  After a further 

three-year postdoctoral fellowship at the Australian 

National University (ANU), I joined the University of 

Canberra (UC) Forensic Studies program where I have 

been until now.  

 

One of my first roles at UC was to develop forensic biology 

training programs on behalf of AusAID (now defunct) and 

the Australian Federal Police (AFP) for members of the 

Indonesian National Police, the Royal Thai Police, Iraqi 

Police Services and the National Forensic Science Agency 

and Punjab Forensic Science Agency from Pakistan.  These 

were valuable cross-cultural experiences where I learned 

about the reality of delivering forensic services in often 

challenging environments.  I also developed and delivered 

forensic biology and environmental forensic courses for 

domestic and international undergraduate and 

postgraduate students. 

 

 
 

Newsletter Academic Highlight: Prof 

Dennis McNevin 

 
    Dr Dennis McNevin 

 

tradition.  In particular, I will be joining the forensic 

biology team with Peter Gunn and Mark Barash with 

whom I have been lucky enough to engage in the past. 

 

My path to forensic science has not been a conventional 

one, but perhaps not unusual in such a relatively young 

academic field.  It reflects the beginnings of forensic 

science as a collection of disparate disciplines.  But now 

that I am firmly in the fold, I am increasingly excited by 

the prospect of a true forensic discipline that is emerging 

with its own history and legacy and, most importantly, 

its own philosophy, which unites the various forensic 

practices under one umbrella.  Much of this identity will 

continue to be forged under fire from criticisms 

including (but not limited to) the recent National 

Academy of Sciences (NAS) and President’s Council of 

Advisors on Science and Technology (PCAST) Reports.  I 

see these as opportunities for forensic science, with 

challenges to be embraced rather than attacks to be 

defended. 

 

I began my career as a chemical engineer.  While I went 

to university at night, I worked during the day at the CSR 

Sugar Refinery (Pyrmont) which used to sit at the other 

end of Harris Street to the UTS Broadway campus. 

It is a pleasure and a 

great privilege for me to 

be joining the Centre for 

Forensic Science (CFS) at 

UTS.  The CFS has an 

enviable reputation as a 

provider of high quality 

teaching and research in 

the field of forensic 

science and I hope to be 

able to contribute to this 
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There are technical challenges to be overcome.  The 

ability to generate genetic data is outstripping our 

capacity to store and manipulate it.  This particular 

challenge is not just limited to forensic biology.  We are 

entering an era of “forensic big data” as forensic 

investigators are faced with the prospect of searching for 

criminal activity in terabytes of possibly encrypted data on 

a seized computer disk, or combing through many hours 

of CCTV footage, looking for a single face in multiple 

crowds or a number plate in a torrent of traffic.  Pattern 

recognition and data manipulation are becoming stock 

tools of the forensic scientist.  In my own field of forensic 

genetics, the future graduate will need to well-versed in 

the emerging discipline of bioinformatics. 

 

There will also be other, non-technical challenges.  

Notions of privacy are under constant revision.  

Sequencing genomes could reveal all manner of health 

information associated with the donor, in addition to 

forensically useful information.  Should this information 

be accessible?  If so, who should have access and under 

what circumstances?  Again, these issues are not 

quarantined to forensic genetics.  Every time you 

withdraw money from an auto teller, pass an electronic 

road toll, make a phone call or access a website, you are 

being tracked.  This information could be invaluable to 

police investigations but could also represent gross 

breaches of privacy if not managed within a strict policy 

and or legislative framework. 

 

The future of forensic science is unchartered territory.  

That is both exciting and daunting.  I am looking forward 

to exploring it at the Centre for Forensic Science!  I would 

like to finish by acknowledging two mentors who have 

helped fashion me as a forensic scientist, both of whom 

worked with me at the University of Canberra.  They are 

Professor Chris Lennard, currently Professor of Forensic 

Science at Western Sydney University, and Professor 

James Robertson, formerly National Manager, Forensic 

and Data Centres, AFP.  I know that I am about to find new 

mentors at UTS and, hopefully, to do my own mentoring 

of future generations of forensic scientists. 

 

 

My research interests have grown from my first project 

with the AFP where I looked at the extraction of DNA 

from telogen hairs left at crime scenes.  I continue to 

have an interest in the extraction of DNA from 

challenging evidentiary samples, including hair, bone 

and decomposed human remains.  Broadly, my 

attention has moved, over the years, from the use of 

DNA solely as a form of evidence to be presented in 

court to the use of DNA for intelligence purposes.  A 

routine short tandem repeat (STR) DNA profile has no 

evidentiary value if it cannot be compared between a 

crime scene sample and a suspect, a crime scene sample 

and a data base record, a child and a putative parent, 

etc.  If there are no suspects and no database hits, then 

DNA would normally represent a dead end in a criminal 

investigation.  However, there is much information 

about the donor of the DNA that can be revealed by 

forensic genetics.  We can now estimate where their 

ancestors came from (so called biogeographical 

ancestry, BGA), what colour eyes they have, what type 

of hair and other externally visible characteristics (EVCs) 

as well as their age.  This information could be used to 

identify a suspect or at least to narrow a large pool of 

possible suspects, allowing police investigators to direct 

and appropriately ration their valuable and finite 

resources. 

 

Concurrently with advances in forensic phenotyping, 

DNA sequencing has undergone a technological step 

change that is yet to have its full impact felt in forensic 

science.  So-called massively parallel sequencing (MPS) 

or next generation sequencing (NGS) has revolutionised 

genomic medicine and will inevitably, in my opinion, do 

the same for forensic genetics.  We can now sequence 

DNA faster and cheaper than ever before.  The era of 

personalised genomics is upon us where a whole human 

genome can be sequenced for a few hundred dollars.  

Compare this with the first human genome to be 

sequenced at the turn of the century which cost over ten 

million dollars and took over ten years to complete! 
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narrow emission spectra of the QDs, clearly showing an 

electronic interaction with the graphene sheets. She 

believes that this type of nanocomposite may have 

potential applications in optics, biological imaging and 

sensing. 

Later during her position as Postdoctoral Fellow at UNSW 

she focused her research on the fabrication and 

characterization of hollow fibre Metal Organic Framework 

(Mg-MOF-74) and PEBAX® nanocomposite membrane for 

CO2/N2 gas separation processes.  She demonstrated that 

the performance of nanocomposite membrane with 5 to 

20 wt. % of inorganic filler could improve gas permeability 

and enhance gas selectivity compared to nanocomposite 

membrane utilizing only pristine PEBAX®1657 as selective 

layer. 

She is always looking for new challenges in her life and so 

when she came across the job listing for the position of a 

Postdoctoral Fellow at Centre for Forensic Science on the 

ARC linkage project "Next-generation latent Fingermark 

detection using functional nanomaterials”; she knew that 

this was the kind of research that she would be interested 

to pursue. So no thought that she was overjoyed to 

receive the offer letter to work at CFS – the renowned 

centre for Forensic research in Australia. She can utilise 

her expertise in the synthesis, characterisation and 

functionalisation of various kinds of nanoparticles in the 

project for fingermark detection using nanoparticles. Her 

viewpoint is that although currently a lot of research has 

been done on the use of nanoparticle in the use of 

fingermark detection, but still few publications present 

clear supporting evidence of their superiority over 

standard and commonly used techniques. She believes 

that the problem is that nanoparticles are often 

designed for other applications outside forensic 

science, and are then tentatively applied onto 

fingermarks with limited success. The research on 

silicon oxide nanoparticles has not been conducted 

extensively yet but it is a promising candidate for 

fingermark detection that can be achieved by studying 

the reaction mechanism and by surface 

functionalisation to specifically target the functional 

groups in the fingermark. 

 

Post-Doc Highlight: Dr Fehmida 

Kanodarwala 

 
Sir Fraser Stoddart and Dr Fehmida Kanodarwala 

 

After working for a few years in India she came to Sydney 

in 2009 to pursue her dream to do research and enrolled 

for a doctorate degree at the School of Chemistry at The 

University of New South Wales under the supervision of 

Associate Professor John Stride. She completed her PhD 

degree in 3 three years and graduated in 2012. Her 

thesis was titled, “Synthesis, Characterisation and 

Functionalisation of CdSe Quantum Dots”.  

During the last 9 years Fehmida`s research has revolved 

around various kinds of nanoparticles for diverse 

applications. During her PhD she has been successful in 

synthesising high-quality CdSe Quantum dots (QDs) 

through a bench-top colloidal synthesis, paying 

particular attention to the effects on the size and 

crystallinity of the QDs upon varying the reaction 

temperature and reagent concentrations. She was 

successful in identifying a change in the crystalline 

phase, from cubic zinc-blende to hexagonal wurtzite and 

back again to the cubic phase as a function of reaction 

time. During her position as Research Assistant at UNSW 

she was successful in grafting CdSe and Silicon QDs onto 

graphene sheets and demonstrated a significant red-

shift in both the broad absorption and 

 

Fehmida Kanodarwala 

was born in Mumbai, 

India. She completed 

her Bachelor of Science 

(BSc) - majoring in 

Chemistry and Master 

of Science (MSc) – 

majoring in Inorganic 

Chemistry from one of 

India`s oldest college - 

Wilson College. 
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Conan – A revolutionary new forensic 

tool 

By Natasha Benson 

A collaboration honours project in 2014 between the 

Australian Federal Police (AFP) and UTS was undertaken 

to develop a standardised machine to create a 

reproducible stab action, resulted in a computer 

controlled stabbing machine fondly named Conan. 

Developed at UTS, the machine was designed to be 

actively used by the AFP, but also to fulfil gaps in 

knowledge regarding individual factors that influence 

textile damage in stab events - a complex phenomenon in 

a forensic context.    

Conan is the first stabbing machine to assess the influence 

of angles in both x- and y-axes.  

The development and results from the honours project 

was published in Forensic Science International in 

February of 2017. Conan was returned early – to mid of 

2017, and the original story published in UTSMag in 

August of the same year. An updated version was 

published on UTS News room on the 13th of March 2018 

and is available for further details and information here 

(http://newsroom.uts.edu.au/news/2018/03/how-

machine-called-conan-will-help-investigate-knife-crime). 

 

 
Conan – A computer controlled stabbing machine  

 

 

 

ABC Interview with Cassie McCullagh 

Professor Claude Roux and Dr Xanthe Spindler aired on 

ABC radio in an interview that was conducted by Cassie 

McCullagh. Both experts discussed the transdisciplinary 

fields within forensic science, how forensics developed 

throughout history, fingermarks/fingerprints, forensic 

techniques and digital forensics. 

For the full interview (time 18:30 – 33:10), follow the link 

below: 

http://www.abc.net.au/radio/sydney/programs/focus/f

ocus/10016106 

 

Visiting PhD – Damien Rhumorbarbe 

By Dr Marie Morelato 

Between January 2018 and May 2018, Damien 

Rhumorbarbe, a PhD student from the University of 

Lausanne, conducted some research at UTS. In 

collaboration with Dr Marie Morelato and Prof Claude 

Roux, he analysed drug-related data collected from an 

online discussion forum and three cryptomarkets to 

study the contribution of online discussion forums to 

detect the appearance of new substances and monitor 

the popularity of those already known. He presented the 

findings at the 12th Annual Conference of the 

International Society for the Study of Drug Policy (ISSDP) 

in Vancouver. 

 
Damien Rhumorbarbe presenting at the CFS Meeting  
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Out and About 

Society of Forensic Toxicologists (SOFT)/The 

International Association of Forensic Toxicologists 

(TIAFT) 6 - 11 Jan 2018  

Oral presentations were delivered by both Daniel Pasin 

(on Evaluating the use of Kendrick Mass Defect Analysis 

for rapid discovery of new psychoactive substances in 

non-targeted screening approaches) and A/Prof Shanlin 

Fu (on Analysis of cocaine analogues impregnated into 

textiles by Raman spectroscopy) at the SOFT/TIAFT 

conference in Boca Raton, Florida in January 6-11, 2018 

 

Out and About 

International Conference on Nanoscience and 

Nanotechnology (ICONN) 29 Jan – 2 Feb 2018  

Dr Fehmida Kanodarwala presented a poster on ‘Latent 

fingermark detection using functional nanomaterials’ at 

the International Conference on Nanoscience and 

Nanotechnology (ICONN) this year in Wollongong.  

 

 
Dr Fehmida Kanodarwala presenting a poster at the ICONN 

conference 

 

 

 

Out and About 

63rd Annual Meeting of the Canadian Society of 

Forensic Science (CSFS) - April 30th to May 4th 

The Canadian Society of Forensic Science (CSFS) aims to 

promote the study, enhance the stature and maintain 

professional standards of forensic science within various 

fields including: Anthropology, Medical, Odontology, 

Biology, Chemistry, Documents, Engineering, Firearms 

and Toxicology. 

 

Within the 63rd Annual meeting of CSFS, Professor Claude 

Roux and Dr Marie Morelato ran the workshop ‘Forensic 

Intelligence: reshaping forensic Science? A practical 

approach to understand the challenges and 

opportunities’ alongside with Professor Frank Crispino. 

Additionally, Professor Claude Roux was a plenary 

speaker, discussing the topic ‘Forensic-led regulation 

strategies: are they fit for security problem-solving 

purposes?’  

 

 
Professor Claude Roux’s plenary as a keynote speaker on the 
topic: ‘Will Forensic Science Reach the End of the Crossroads 

Soon?’ 

 
 

 
From left to right – John Daley, Professor Claude Roux, Henry 

Wong, Professor Frank Crispino and Ghislain Cormier 
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Out and About 

Canadian Society of Forensic Science Conference 

 
Professor Claude Roux and Dr Marie Morelato with 

Professor Frank Crispino and Tobin Tanaka following the 
Forensic Intelligence workshop run by Claude and Marie 

 

UTS-WSU Research Student Symposium – Tuesday 

24th July 2018 

The UTS-WSU symposium displayed a range of 

interdisciplinary research that is currently being 

undertaken by Honours, Masters and first year PhD 

students. They presented their research with the 

broader UTS and WSU forensic science research 

communities, where ideas and feedback were shared. 

 
 

 
All presenting students and academics 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Shari’s Farewell 

As indicated in the Director’s message, we are sad to see 

Prof. Shari Forbes leaving UTS. Shari was awarded a 

Canada 150 Research Chair and she will continue her 

career at the Université du Québec à Trois-Rivières 

(UQTR), one of our allied universities. Everyone at CFS and 

beyond warmly congratulates Shari on this significant 

achievement. 

A farewell was organised on the 25th August in recognition 

to Shari’s talent, hard work, leadership and success. Thank 

you Shari for your outstanding contribution to UTS and 

CFS. As indicated during the farewell, we stay optimistic 

as we already saw you leaving and coming back once…so 

we never know! All the best in Canada! 

Professor Shari Forbes farewell 

 

Vale Dr Tony Cantu  

We were shocked and sad to hear the sudden passing of 

a truthful and generous friend of ours, Dr Antonio (Tony) 

Cantu (age 77), on the 29th June. 

Tony worked as a Forensic Scientist for the Bureau of 

Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF), Federal 

Bureau of Investigation (FBI), Central Intelligence Agency 

(CIA) and served as Chief Scientist for the Forensic Service 

Division of U.S. Secret Service (USSS) until he retired in 

2007. 
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  At the time of his death, Tony was still consulting for the 

U.S. Government. His expertise included the chemistry 

of documents and fingerprints. With a relentless 

commitment to education, love of knowledge and 

passion for his craft, Antonio touched, inspired and 

empowered everyone who knew him. Many of us are 

very fortunate to have experienced Tony’s science and 

friendship, through the International Fingerprint 

Research Group and other groups and activities. Tony 

was more than an outstanding scientist. He was a 

genuine gentleman. He will be greatly missed! 

 
 

Visiting Scholars  

Bernard Robertson 

 

Bernard Robertson is one of the authors of "Interpreting 

Evidence: evaluating forensic science in the courtroom". 

He has most recently been the editor of the New Zealand 

Law Journal and the New Zealand Law Reports. Prior to 

that he taught at Victoria University of Wellington law 

school and Massey University where he taught the law of 

evidence at LLB and LLM levels. Before emigrating to New 

Zealand, Bernard read law at Oxford and then joined the 

Metropolitan Police rising to the rank of Inspector. While 

serving in the police he took a Masters in law at the 

London School of Economics. 

 

A commonplace exposition of relevance and probative 

value in Bayesian terms would be that relevance is a 

binary question.... is the likelihood ratio 1? If so the 

evidence is irrelevant; if not it is relevant. Probative value 

then is the measure of the likelihood ratio for the same 

evidence under the same hypotheses. However, a case in 

the High Court of Australia, IMM v R [2016] HCA 14, and 

the definitions of relevance and probative value in the 

Uniform Evidence Act prompt reconsideration. It will be 

argued that the word "evidence" is ambiguous and refers 

to different matters in each of the two definitions. 

  

 
Bernard Robertson presenting on relevance and probative 

value 
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Visiting Scholars  

By Dr Theresa Stotesbury 

 

Dr. Theresa Stotesbury is the newest faculty member in 

the Forensic Science Department at Trent University in 

Ontario, Canada. She is the co-founder of Impact 

Scientific, a forensic research group dedicated to 

providing new and innovative technologies to forensic 

bloodstain pattern analysis (BPA). A former Vanier 

Scholar, she is credited with the development of a silicon 

sol-gel based blood substitute. Her material is being 

integrated into forensic curricula world-wide, and she 

has had pleasure of being actively involved with training 

of police and laboratory personnel.  

Her seminar introduced current research initiatives at 

Trent University (Peterborough, Ontario, Canada) in 

forensic science. Topics included (i) forensic blood 

substitute development, (ii) web-based bloodstain 

trajectory analysis, (iii) understanding a jury’s 

perception of science and the expert witness, and (iv) 

measuring critical thought and scientific reasoning in 

current forensic practices will be discussed. This seminar 

highlighted the benefits of an integrated approach to 

address the topics aforementioned.  

 

 
Dr Theresa Stotesbury presenting at the Centre for Forensic 

Science Meeting 
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