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Detecting plagiarism (extract) 

Reputable professional journals preserve their integrity and standards by using external 
reviewers. Reviewers are generally experienced in their fields and their remit is to check that 
articles are accurate and up to date to ensure the best possible chance of encouraging 
evidence-based practice. There is a responsibility on reviewers to ensure that professional 
standards are upheld. It is commendable that many articles submitted to journals arise from 
course assignments, but it is of concern when plagiarism has gone undetected at the time of 
marking such assignments and is detected later by journal reviewers.  
 
There are many ways of detecting plagiarism (Box 1). Software such as Turnitin® is commonly 
used in the UK (JISC Plagiarism Advisory Service 2007). Essays can be put through this system, 
which indicates the percentage match found on the internet and the sources of such 
information. However, one needs to use judgement, as the software detects commonly used 
words and phrases so there still needs to be some exploration of possible sources. The process 
can be time consuming but it is important that incidents are properly and fairly investigated. 
 
There is scope to use plagiarism software in a more proactive way to help students develop 
academic writing skills. If formative pieces of work are fed through the system near the start of 
a course, students can see any incidences of plagiarism in their writing and take steps to correct 
their paraphrasing and referencing skills at an early stage. 
 
Some individuals may copy from book sources hoping to escape detection, but many books are 
available electronically, and can be traced. Specialist readers or reviewers will also be familiar 
with book text. Sometimes simply typing a phrase into a search engine such as Google is 
enough to trace the source of a piece of writing. 
 
Experienced essay markers, journal reviewers and editors become adept at detecting changes 
of style. In extreme examples, barely literate prose may suddenly flow with complex scientific 
explanations. More subtle examples include American spellings of words and the use of 
obscure and difficult-to-source references. A sign of plagiarism also involves copying incorrect 
spellings. When the incorrect spelling is used in another piece of work for example, that writer 
may be copying from the book or giving a secondary reference – claiming to have read the 
original source when they have not. The former is plagiarism and inexcusable, and the latter is 
incorrect presentation of a secondary source, which is poor academic practice.  
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Sample assignment questions/tasks 

Assessment task A 
Assessment item 2: Media analysis 
Objective(s): 4 and 5 
Weighting: 40% 
Due: 4th June 2012 
Length: 1500 words 
 
Task: Select one issue that has been identified in the media as a problem, pressure or need to 
be addressed. Collect media reports about this issue. Research this issue from the peer 
reviewed literature, using the electronic library databases. Your paper must argue in some 
depth why this is an important issue in Australian health services and must demonstrate that 
you have researched the issue in depth wider than the set and recommended readings. In your 
assignment you will be expected to: 
 
1. Describe the issue in detail.  
 
2. Identify the origins of the factor as a problem, pressure or need in the system.  

 
3. Discuss how it is affecting either the health status of the Australian population or the 

Australian health system.  
 

4. Argue why this is such an important issue and use data to quantify your reasons – you may 
need to read widely to find the source of data for your issue. Where possible, present your 
data in table form. Introduce, label and describe your data appropriately.  
 

5. Based on your analysis, synthesise the main factors arising and form conclusions about the 
extent to which the issue is a problem that needs to be addressed as an element of health 
reform. 

 
Criteria:  
• Identification and justification of issue chosen  
• Evidence of wide reading in relation to the issue identified  
• Strength of argument in defence of issue/pressure chosen  
• Strength of conclusion, particularly ability to draw together the strands of your argument  
• Quality of editing, grammar, spelling and referencing 
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Sample criteria 

Issues in Australian Health Services 
 
Assignment 2: 40% 
 

Criteria 
Identification and justification of issue chosen 
Student justifies choice of issue. Extent to which origin of factor is discussed as a problem or 
pressure.  Explanation of why an issue justified.  Impact, response and strategies relating to 
managing the issue identified and justified. 
Evidence of wide reading in relation to the issues identified. 
The work demonstrates a strong understanding of the background to and issues concerning the 
factor chosen. All discussion is supported by relevant literature. 
Strength of argument in defence of pressures chosen.   
Extent to which the pros and cons of the argument are presented and defended.  Extent to 
which detail of the issues raised is analysed and synthesised. 
Strength of conclusion 
Extent to which the main issues identified and discussed are brought together in a conclusion 
that address the pressure chosen for discussion. 
Editing, grammar, spelling and referencing 
Report format is required for this assignment.   
The document is edited for mistakes, grammatical and spelling errors. Referencing conforms to 
Faculty guidelines 
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Students should take these points into account in editing their assignments. 

STYLE FEEDBACK SHEET 
AREAS NEEDING IMPROVEMENT FEEDBACK 

REFERENCE LIST:  
• Alphabetical order of surname of (first) author              
• Correct format for authorship of article or chapter in an edited book  
• Correct format for authorship of journal article   
• Correct citation for anonymous work or no credited author  
• Correct citation for lecture material  
• Correct format for citation of electronic material   
• Correct citation for unpublished work, TV, radio etc  
• Correct citation for personal communication  
• Correct format – indentation, italics, punctuation, spacing  
• Correct use of upper and lower case letters  
• Differentiates between Ed. (Editor) and ed. (edition)  
• Unnecessary use of numbering, dot points  
• Differentiation between reference list and bibliography  
• Accurate correlation between in-text citation and reference list  
IN-TEXT REFERENCES:  
• Lack of in-text citations  
• Correct format for and citation of direct quotations  
• Correct citation of in-text discussion  
• Alphabetical order of author in brackets  
• Author’s name followed by year  
• Citation of secondary source  
• Citation of works with more than two authors  
• Correct use of “et al.”  
PROOF READING:  
• Spelling errors  
• Typographical errors  
• Grammatical errors  
• Punctuation  
• Spacing and lay-out  
• Font size  
• Word limit  
Recommend ELSSA support for future work 
 
COMMENTS: 
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Assessment task B 
Assignment 2 

The Socio-cultural Contexts of Education: Essay on a major educational issue and its impact 
on educational outcomes for students – 1800-2000 words 
Due: 8th June, 2012  

AIM: This task requires you to reflect on your views about the educational issues discussed in 
the Socio-cultural Contexts of Secondary Education.    

It requires you to demonstrate your understanding of sociological issues in education and to 
trace how they have emerged and are changing and developing overtime given the socio-
cultural, political and economic influences that shape our experiences.  How does this help us 
to understand the society in the context of the times in which we live and the roles we have 
as teachers?  

Additional reading lists for some issues can be found in the subject documents on UTSonline 
for this subject.  

Choose ONE educational issue you are most interested in that you have NOT covered in 
Assignment 1.   

Suggestions include: 

• Gender Education  

• Public funding for private schools  

• Ability Grouping (streaming)  

• Assessment and Reporting student achievement  eg League tables; NAPLAN  

• National Curriculum  

You are required to: 
i. Think about what forces and factors have shaped your views on this particular issue as you 

begin  your career as a teacher.   In other words, think about how the experiences, 
observations and events you have had at home, school, with friends and in the world have 
impacted on your educational opportunities and outlook related to the issue you have 
chosen.   

ii. You should then reflect on how the subject readings, lectures and tutorials have advanced 
those views in your role as a secondary teacher.  

iii. The key aspect of the assignment involves an analysis of the development of your 
understanding of the key issue by locating your attitudes and views within particular social, 
economic and political contexts which have been informed by references to academic 
readings, media reports, lectures and tutorials as well as policy documents. Consider also 
your role as a teacher and the importance of this issue in improving educational outcomes 
for students.  

iv. In your discussion you should also consider the various attitudes, views and arguments that 
exist within these social, political and educational contexts on this issue and why these 
views may vary or are contested by particular stakeholders.   

v. Consider whether your views have been informed, changed, affirmed or contradicted.    
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Marking Criteria Assignment 2 
 
To what extent did the essay: 
• clearly and concisely outline the issue under discussion and the student’s developing views 

on the issue? 
• make effective and relevant use of scholarly readings, lecture notes and online 

communication? 
• provide well-considered arguments, evaluations and conclusions on the issue and how 

views have been changed or affirmed? 
• demonstrate a sound understanding of relevant sociological concepts? 
• explore the interplay between individuals, schools and society? 
• demonstrate technical competence in relation to spelling, grammar, punctuation, essay 

structure and APA referencing style? 
 
Assignment Submission: 
All assignments in this subject are to be submitted via the tutor’s assignment box.  
 
Turnitin: Originality Check  
For face to face submissions students are required to process their assignments via Turnitin 
on UTS online and append a their originality check report to their hard copy before 
submission.  

General Assessment Criteria for the subject  

Students will be assessed on the extent to which they demonstrate achievement of the 
subject outcomes and related content they select from the subject content list above.  

 
Assignments will be awarded grades according to criteria below: 
HD High Distinction: work of superior quality on all facets of the assignment. This grade 

will also be given to recognise particular originality or creativity in your assignment. 
D Distinction: work of very good quality on all facets of the assignment, demonstrating 

a sound grasp of content together with efficient organisation and selectivity. 
C Credit: work of good quality showing clear understanding and indications of 

additional effort in all facets of the assignment. 
P Pass: work showing basic requirements on most facets of the assignment. 
R Resubmit: this grade will only be awarded under extenuating circumstances. A 

resubmission will not be recommended for inadequate or unscholarly work. 
Z Fail 
 
UTS Coursework Assessment Policy and Procedures Manual that may be downloaded at: 
http://www.gsu.uts.edu.au/policies/assessment-coursework.html 

http://www.gsu.uts.edu.au/policies/assessment-coursework.html
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Assessment task C 
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Assessment task D 
 
Assessment item 1: Events Case Study (Individual) 
 
Objective(s): This addresses Subject Learning Objectives 1-4 
This addresses Program Learning Objective/s: PLO 5.1 
 
Weighting: 60% 
 
Due: Assignment outline - 5th April 2012 
Final report - 31st May 2012 
 
Task: Propose a fictitious event of a type that you wish to develop insights into (e.g. festival, 
conference, sporting event, exhibition) and prepare an event-planning document that 
adequately addresses each stage of the event planning process. At minimum your plan should 
provide the following information: 
 
• mission/vision/purpose and goals and/or objectives; 
• an overview of the nature/form of the event, including a basic program; 
• proposed organisational structure; 
• a work breakdown structure (down to an level appropriate) for the event; 
• Gantt chart (for key tasks only); 
• production schedule (key tasks only) for the period leading up to the event's delivery and for 

the event's breakdown; 
• statement of resource requirements (e.g. number of staff/volunteers, equipment, venue/site 

needs, catering requirements); 
• venue/site layout diagram; 
• outline of work safety and risk management plan; 
• outline of environmental management plan; 
• outline of transport management plan (if appropriate); 
• statement of control/monitoring systems to be employed; 
• statement outlining approaches to be used to evaluate both event outcomes for key 

stakeholders 
• and event management practices employed; 
• a brief discussion of how knowledge associated with the event is to be managed (if the event 

is to be ongoing); 
• draft budget (broad areas only of income and expenditure need to be noted); and 
• brief discussion of key management issues the event is likely to present. 
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Marking guide (sample only) 
 Exceeds 

Expectations 
Meets 
Expectations 

Below 
expectations 

Overview of event    
Vision/mission/purpose 
statement, goals and objectives 

   

Organizational structure    
Statement of resource 
requirements 

   

Work breakdown structure and 
associated Gantt Chart 

   

Human resources plan    
Environmental management 
Plan 

   

Risk management plan    
Transport management plan (if 
required) 

   

Statement of 
control/monitoring systems 

   

Approach to event evaluation     
Approach to knowledge 
management (if event is 
ongoing) 

   

Draft budget.    
Templates     
Extent to which event project 
management plan reflects an 
understanding of theory and 
‘best practice’ 

   

Structure of report     
Expression/spelling/referencing 
 

   

 
General Comments: 
 
 
Grade for Assignment: 
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Assessment task E 
 

Additional information 
 
Assessment item 1: Critical Reflective Essay (Individual) 
 
Objective(s): This addresses Subject Learning Objective/s: 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
Weighting: 45% 
 
Due: The essay is due at the start of the tutorial in week 10. 
 
Task: You are required to write a creative/critical reflective essay relating to your understanding 
and learning in this subject throughout the semester with the title: 
 

“If I were to become a management consultant…Lessons learned from the Management 
Consulting subject”. 

 
Formal requirements: Font size should be Times New Roman 12 and 1.5 line spacing. References 
must be supplied, using the Harvard business referencing system, where appropriate.  
 
The length of the essay should not exceed 3 pages. 
 
In the folder titled "Reflective essay articles and guidelines" on UTS Online you will find 
additional materials that are recommended for students to read before starting work on their 
reflective essays. 
 
Further information: 
Individual essay assessment is subjected to plagiarism detection software. 
 
Marking Criteria – Reflection Essay 
1. Demonstrates a sound understanding of the important issues and knowledge areas. Assesses 

claims and makes judgements about the readings, lectures, class room discussions and 
connects those to relevant additional knowledge/theories/concepts from other sources to 
strengthen arguments put forward in the essay. Max. Marks: 15. 
 

2. Demonstrates an ability to question taken-for-granted or poorly supported practices, 
knowledge or positions; driven by students' own questions and creative ideas. Max. Marks: 
15. 

3. Well written in terms of spelling, language, punctuation and expression. A clear and explicit 
argument was communicated to the reader; clear structure (introduction summarizing the 
essay argument, a few clear sections and an appropriate conclusion); Essay properly 
referenced. Max. Marks: 15. 
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Front page of your reflective essays 
The following declaration MUST be included on the front page of your reflective essays.  

DECLARATION 

I hereby certify that this reflective essay is my own work, based on my personal study and/or 
research and that I have acknowledged all material and sources used in its preparation. I also 
certify that the essay has not previously been submitted for assessment and that I have not 
copied in part or whole or otherwise plagiarised the work of other students or authors.  
Signature:   Name:                          Student Number: 
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Harvard UTS referencing guide – condensed version 
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Peer review 

Essay Marking Criteria: Student Version 
 Needs Improvement Satisfactory Good 
1. Content 
a) Relevance Mostly 

irrelevant/question not 
answered 

Sometimes 
irrelevant/fails to 
address some important 
issues 

Question 
answered/overall highly 
relevant 

b) Analytical/evaluative   
    /persuasive 

No analysis Some attempt at 
analysis 

Evidence of analysis 
throughout 

2. Structure 
A. Introduction 
a) Orientation to topic Insufficient 

development 
Sufficient development 
attempted 

Well-developed 
introduction to topic 

b) Statement of  
    thesis/purpose 

No thesis Thesis present Well-written, clear 
thesis 

c) Outline No scope Scope present Scope clear and 
unambiguous 

B. Body 
a) Topic sentences Basic Main idea is presented Well-written, clear 

sentence 
b) Logical paragraph   
    development 

Fractured sentences, 
ideas remain 
undeveloped 

Some sentence control, 
some ideas developed 

Effective sentence 
control/relevant, well-
developed ideas 
throughout 

c) Evidence to support  
    ideas 

Very limited support, to 
short 

Some support provided  Relevant and convincing 
support 

C. Conclusion 
a) Summary of main  
    ideas 

Not present or too short Incomplete or 
inaccurate summary 

Effective summary of 
main ideas/ 
appropriately 
paraphrased 

b) Concluding remarks Not present Too vague Focused and 
informative 

3. Features of Academic Writing 
a) Grammar &   
     vocabulary 

Numerous mistakes 
throughout which 
interfere with meaning 

Mistakes do not 
interfere with meaning 

Minor errors/accurate 
use of academic 
vocabulary 

b) Cohesion No transition signals Some transition signals Transition signals used 
effectively 

c) Academic style Too personal Some use of 
nominalisation/ 
passive voice 

Nominalisation/ 
passive voice used 
accurately and 
appropriately 

 
Adapted from UNSW Institute of Languages 
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