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Dear ,

The end of 2015 brought a flurry of positive news for the UTS Law School on

the research front.

We were pleased that the Faculty was again awarded 4 – above world

standard in the last Excellence in Research in Australia (ERA2015) exercise. It

is reflective of the significant increase in the quantity and quality of research

publications by our academics since ERA2012. This result will hold us in good

stead as we position ourselves as one of Australia’s leading law schools.

The UTS Law School was once again extremely competitive in the national

research funding round administered by the Australian Research Council. With only 9 prestigious Discovery

research grants awarded in our discipline, the Faculty was awarded 3. We were equal with Melbourne Law

School in the number of successful grants, and one of only 5 law schools to be awarded such grants.

The Faculty and UTS’s strong, ongoing commitment to research is reflected in our internationally competitive

Chancellor’s Postdoctoral Scheme (CPD) and Quentin Bryce Law Doctoral Scholarships (QBS). To ensure

that our PhD scholarships continue to attract the most promising young legal scholars our prestigious QBS

now comprises a stipend of $40,000 p.a. over four years. Further information on these research fellowships

and upcoming research events being hosted by UTS Law Faculty are on the UTS:Law Research website.

Professor Ana Vrdoljak

UTS:Law Associate Dean (Research)
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NEWS

2016 Australian Research Council Discovery Grant Success

Congratulations to our academics who have been awarded ARC funding for Discovery Projects.

Across the Faculty we had a 37.5% success rate compared with an overall success rate of 18% across the

sector.



Digital Age’ Professor Katherine Biber and Dr Trish

Luker will investigate the changing nature and role of

documentary evidence in modern Australian litigation.

Using case studies, interviews with court officials and legal

professionals and observational fieldwork, they will

examine potential applications of understandings of

material culture in the digital age to law. Knowledge

generated by this project will ensure that law adapts to

technological change and responds effectively to the

demands of litigants and practitioners in a manner which is robust, fair and probative [Awarded $193,000, 3

years].

Associate Professor Isabella Alexander’s project ‘Copyright and Cartography:

Understanding the Past, Shaping the Future’ aims to discover what is at stake

when we seek to regulate the production and dissemination of geographic data, a

field which sits at the highly contested intersection of private rights and public

access. Her project will investigate the history of copyright in maps, charts and

plans in Australia and the United Kingdom, highlighting the way that copyright and

the cultural field shape each other and informing debates relating to creativity and

innovation [Awarded $194,000, 3 years].

Associate Professor Thalia Anthony and Professor

Larissa Behrendt’s project ‘Where are Indigenous women

in the sentencing of Indigenous offenders?’ seeks to

ensure appropriate sentencing outcomes for Indigenous

women offenders. Their research will ascertain how local

courts represent Indigenous women’s experiences such as

family violence and family responsibilities and the quality of

information before sentencing courts, and their findings will

inform policy for supporting Indigenous women offenders

who are victims of family violence, such as healing

programs for community-based sentences [Awarded $160,320, 3 years]. Associate Professor Anthony was

also successful on another Discovery grant with Professor Harry Blagg, held at UWA Law School.
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RECENT PUBLICATIONS

Tracey Booth, Accommodating Justice: Victim Impact Statements
in the Sentencing Process (Federation Press, Sydney, 2016)

Tracey Booth explores the complex territory where VISs, the law and
legal institutions intersect with a focus on the requirements of fairness,
most particularly in the courtroom. And it does so from multiple
perspectives: courts, offenders and victims. The book draws from a
range of theoretical and doctrinal sources as well as empirical studies
from Australia, Canada, the United States and the United Kingdom. An
ethnographic study of the performance of VISs in homicide sentencing
hearings in the NSW Supreme Court woven through most chapters
provides an innovative and evidence-based approach to the issues.

In ‘What is a Document? Evidentiary Challenges in the



Laurie Berg, Migrant Rights at Work (Routledge, London, 2016)

While most agree that temporary migrant workers are entitled to the
general protection of employment laws, temporary migrants have, by
definition, restricted rights to residence, full social protections and often
occupational and geographic mobility. This book raises important ethical
questions about the differential treatment of temporary and
unauthorised migrant workers, and permanent residents, and where the
line should be drawn between exploitation and legitimate employment.
Taking the regulatory reforms of Australia as a key case study, Laurie
Berg explores how the influence of immigration law extends beyond its
functions in regulating admission to and exclusion from a country.

Alecia Simmonds, Wild Man: The True Story of a Police Killing,
Mental Illness and the Law (Affirm Press, Sydney, 2015)

This book follows the coronial inquest into the police killing. Alecia

Simmonds reveals what really happened that night and unravels the web of

issues entangled in this fascinating, bizarre and, undoubtedly, tragic case: a

cultural clash between hippies and hunters; drug use, violence, masculinity

and psychosis. She asks how family members, as well as police, came to

work on the frontline of mental health. This spectacular book is a clear-eyed

look at some of the most pressing problems facing contemporary Australia.
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RECENT EVENTS

Global Conference on Environmental Taxation

23-26 SEPTEMBER 2015

In the lead up to the Paris United Nations Climate

Change conference in 2015, the 16th Global Conference

on Environmental Taxation (GCET16) was held at UTS

with global experts addressing market-based instruments

and environmental taxes relevant for the greening of the

economy and progressing sustainable development. The

GCET16 Organising Committee brought together representatives from UTS Law, Business and ISF as well

as representatives from the University of New South Wales, Macquarie University and The University of

Sydney.

Selected papers from the conference are currently undergoing review for publication in the Critical Issues in

Environmental Taxation Series by Edward Elgar. The volume will be published in September 2016.



The biannual Law, Literature and Humanities
Association of Australasia was hosted by UTS Law
and highlighted research across law and the
humanities, drawing leading researchers in this area
from across Australia and internationally. The

success of the conference evidences the increasing significance of this interdisciplinary area of
research, and both national and international recognition of UTS Law in this area.

Blockchain Workshops and Conference
DECEMBER 2015

UTS hosted workshops and a public conference
exploring the future of Blockchain. Organised by one
of our alumni, Amor Sexton (Senior Innovation
Manager, Citi’s Innovation Lab, Dublin), this was the
last in a series of similar events held at Harvard and
MIT, Stanford, UCL and HKU. The workshops

culminated in written submissions. Dr Philippa Ryan presented on behalf of the smart contracts
working group. The conference featured ethicists, chaoticians and futurists, as well speakers from
IBM, the Berkman Centre and MIT’s Digital Currency, and the keynote address was by Lawrence
Lessig (Harvard).
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STAY CONNECTED

Visit our UTS:Law Research Centre website or follow us on Twitter to get more information on
these and all our news, publications and upcoming events.
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You can unsubscribe at any time.

Law, Literature and the Humanities 
Association of Australasia Conference
9-12 DECEMBER 2015




