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Welcome to Excellence in Brief
The NSW government's response to the
Independent Local Government Review Panel
recommendations has generated a great
amount of interest. While financial aspects
have predominated initial discussions, there
are real opportunities in the 65 panel
recommendations, most of which have been
accepted by the government in its Fit for the
Future initiative. The Centre has been

following the work of the Panel closely and welcomes comment from
the sector about this landmark shift in NSW local government.

Also as part of our watching brief on reform initiatives that impact local
government, ACELG is promoting further sector discussion about the
White Paper on the Reform of the Federation initiative recently
announced by the Abbott government. As a beginning step we have put
forward a discussion paper to stimulate conversation amongst the
sector, other levels of government and local communities. Your
feedback on the paper is most welcome.

Further afield, ACELG staff presented research to the 5th International
Conference on Local Governments (ICLG) in Palembang, Indonesia
this month. Approaches by Asia-Pacific local governments to themes
such as workforce development, services for regional communities,
collaborative governance were particularly valuable. Hearty
congratulations to ACELG Deputy Director Melissa Gibbs who was
elected Vice President of the International Association for Local
Government (IALG) and who will be a fine advocate for the exchange of
local government ideas and best practice internationally.

Do let me know your thoughts about the sector and initiatives
discussed in this edition.

Associate Professor Roberta Ryan
Director
 

 
ACELG Director Roberta Ryan and Deputy Director Melissa Gibbs at the 5th

International Conference on Local Governments
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NSW Local Government Reforms

Centre Director A/Prof Roberta Ryan and Senior Lecturer Dr Bligh Grant have written a commentary about
proposed changes to the NSW local government sector in The Sydney Moring Herald: "The Baird
Government's Fit for the Future reforms to local government has left many observers starry-eyed at the $1
billion in incentives to councils. But the cake is unevenly divided. Incentives are stacked to encourage
speedy - and significant - agglomerations of councils ..." Read the article here.

Back to top

Local Government and the Federation
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ACELG has produced a Background Paper in response to the Abbott
Government's White Paper on Reform of the Federation. The paper traces key
themes about the historical place of local government in the Federation as well
as examining the role for subsidiarity in shaping the ensuing reforms. Feedback
is invited. More information.

Back to top

Save the date: Upcoming ACELG seminars

The next seminar in the ACELG Seminar Series 'From Government to
Governance' will be on Thursday 2 October at the University of Technology,
Sydney with Dr Andy Asquith (Massey University, New Zealand). Dr Asquith will
discuss leadership and local government in the New Zealand context and the
Auckland amalgamation process. The seminar is free and all are welcome.
Reserve your seat here.

Presentation slides and a video of the highly successful session with Prof Ron Vogel (Ryerson University,
Canada) on metropolitan governance can be viewed here.

Upcoming: Monday 17 November, urban studies scholar Professor Robin Hambleton (University of the
West of England, Bristol UK). Subscribe to this newsletter to receive ACELG event notifications here.

Back to top

Guidelines for More Child Care Facilities in Local Government Areas

New national planning and development guidelines for child care facilities have
been developed by ACELG with federal government support. The guidelines will
assist local governments systematically and strategically plan for more child care
services through their strategic planning, land use planning and development
assessment functions. The federal government and opposition issued media
statements in praise of the publication. More information here.

Back to top

International Linkages

Centre Director Roberta Ryan presented two papers at the 5th International
Conference on Local Governments (ICLG) in Palembang, Indonesia this month.
The papers were creating public value through active community leadership, and
how local government can use a more deliberative form of democracy to
empower local communities. Melissa Gibbs and Dr Bligh Grant also presented
ACELG research to the conference.

The conference convenor, the International Association for Local Government (IALG), elected ACELG
Deputy Director Melissa Gibbs as its Vice President. This alliance will greatly enhance the exchange of
local government knowledge between Australian and international researchers. View the story here.

A/Prof Ryan also travelled to Pakistan recently as a guest of the Forum of Federations to present research
about building the capacity of Pakistani women to participate effectively in political processes. View an
article in Pakistan Today on the forum here.

Back to top

2014 CLAIR Forum - Revitalise Your City

ACELG and The Japan Local Government Centre (CLAIR) are co-hosting the
2014 CLAIR Forum at UTS on Thursday 27 November between 2pm and 5pm.
The theme of this year’s Forum is 'Revitalise Your City', and will feature
presentations from senior staff and researchers both from Australian and
Japanese local government. A/Prof Roberta Ryan will facilitate discussion. The
Forum is free and all are welcome to attend. More information here.

Back to top

Survey of Councillors in Australia – Now Open

Councillors from all local governments around Australia are invited to participate
in a research project underway by ACELG and the Victorian Local Governance
Association about the value and diversity of work undertaken by elected
members. The survey is available until midnight on Sunday 24 October and
respondents have the opportunity to win $250 worth of Dymocks book vouchers.
View more information and survey link here.

Back to top

ACELG Research Awarded

ACELG won two awards at the IPWEA Sustainability in Public Works Conference for recently published
resources: Climate Change Adaptation Best Practice Guidelines (Winner: Climate Change Resilience
category) and Towards More Sustainable Street Lighting Practice Note (Highly commended: Sustainable
Infrastructure category). We congratulate the authors and partners who have contributed to the success of
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these projects to date.

   

 
Climate Change Resilience award (l-r)
Stella Whitaker (RPS), Michael Kahler
(IPWEA President), John Osland (City of
Canada Bay)

 
Sustainable Infrastructure award (l-r)
Graham Mawer (Next Energy), Michael
Kahler (IPWEA President)  
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ACELG Visiting Fellow

We welcome Dr Vince Mangioni to ACELG as a Visiting Fellow. Vince is based at UTS in the
School of the Built Environment and has a research interest in local government rating
systems. View Dr Mangioni's profile here.

Back to top

RESEARCH NEWS

Community Engagement Toolkit

A new online resource from ACELG will assist rural, remote and Indigenous local
governments improve engagement with communities. Comprising eight
modules, the toolkit is a practical guide with simple tips and advice on engaging
communities and includes useful tools, methods and downloadable
templates. More information »

Back to top

Darwin Symposium

ACELG hosted a Local Government Research Symposium in Darwin in
September with partners Charles Darwin University and the Local Government
Association of the Northern Territory. The Right Worshipful The Lord Mayor of
Darwin, Katrina Fong Lim opened proceedings and the symposium included a
half-day 'Research in Practice' workshop designed for council officers. View the
abstracts and presentations here.

ACELG is running a short course in Sydney called 'Research in Local Government' on 29-31 October & 27-
28 November. Contact 02 9514 7884.

Back to top

Sustainable Street Lighting

A new Practice Note has been prepared by ACELG partner the Institute of Public
Works Engineering Australasia called Towards More Sustainable Street Lighting.
It is estimated that switching to LED street lighting could save Australia’s local
councils up to $87 million and prevent 720,000 tonnes of CO2 emissions from
entering the atmosphere each year. View the resource here and commentary
here. IPWEA is conducting workshops around Australia in October on the new

Practice Note. More information »

Back to top

Recruitment of Local Government CEOs and Senior staff

ACELG has published a resource called Attraction and Retention of CEOs and
Senior Staff in Rural-Remote and Indigenous Local Government. Published in
two volumes, the research responds to a survey of rural-remote and Indigenous
local government CEOs which identified attracting and retaining senior staff to
their councils as a major workforce issue, one that had ensuing flow-on effects
upon small communities. More information »

Back to top

Reviewing Local Government Services

ACELG staff have run workshops at the Shire of Esperance Council (WA) and
other councils following the mid-year release of Service Delivery Review: A How
to Manual for Local Government. View a presentation about the Manual here.
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ACELG is also running a short course in Sydney on this topic between 22-24
October. More information »

Other new ACELG resources now available include:

Public Value Summary Background Paper produced with the Local Government Business
Excellence Network.

View all ACELG publications here.
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Upcoming Research Opportunities

The Director and senior academic staff of ACELG invite papers for two panels at the International
Research Society for Public Management Conference (IRSPM2015) at the University of Birmingham, 30
March - 1 April 2015. Abstracts are due Wednesday 15 October. More information »

ACELG staff are organising a Symposium on the Political Economy of Local Government for the next SHE
Conference, 12-13 December to be held at Coogee in Sydney. Contact alan.morris@uts.edu.au.

Back to top

LEARNING and DEVELOPMENT

Recent Learning and Development Activities

ACELG and partners have been busy over the last few months with a number of learning and development
initiatives aimed at enhancing the skills, knowledge and performance of local government staff:

The Australia and New Zealand School of Government designed and delivered the ACELG Excellence in
Local Government Leadership Program 'Governing for the Future – Leading the Innovative Council' in
Canberra 21-25 July, attended by 32 senior leaders from most local government jurisdictions. View the
reading list for this year's program here.

Interest from the sector in the ACELG Elected Members Program grows apace. The program has been
delivered four times since the pilot, including the first in-region delivery for the Riverina Regional
Organisation of Councils, and in-house delivery for two Sydney-based councils. Programs in Forbes and
Sydney are planned through October and December 2014. Contact Geraldine O'Connor for more
information, or view the brochure here.

   

 ELGLP Northern Territory graduates  Councillors and presenters at the Wagga
Wagga course delivered for REROC  

 

ACELG designed the materials and task logistics for the 2014 LGMA National Management Challenge
Australasian finals in June. The winner was Warrnambool Council (Vic), Whakatane Council (NZ) second,
and Burnie Council (Tas) third. View some pre-challenge task entries about productivity and local
government here.

  

 
2014 Australasian Management Challenge
Winning Team - Warrnambool Council
from Victoria
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On-line Local Government Course

ACELG's Local Environmental Management short course can now be fully completed on-line. This is the
first ACELG short course to be available as a distance education unit and can count towards the UTS
Graduate Diploma in Local Government Management and Master of Local Government. More subjects via
distance education are planned so watch this space. View course information here or contact 02 9514
7884.

Back to top

1/10/2014

https://sendstudio.itd.uts.edu.au/sendstudionx/display.php?M=4839856&C=acb1781fb60930605bd9f4b07c78e1c2&S=16007&L=5863&N=10174 4 / 5

https://www.uts.edu.au/sites/default/files/clg-edu-sc-elgsd-010714.pdf
http://www.acelg.org.au/news/creating-public-value-locally
http://www.acelg.org.au/publications
http://www.acelg.org.au/news/join-international-dialogue-local-governance
mailto:alan.morris@uts.edu.au
http://www.acelg.org.au/sites/default/files/ELGLP14 Readings List.pdf
mailto:geraldine.oconnor@uts.edu.au
http://www.lgnsw.org.au/events-training/course-councillors
http://www.lgma.org.au/default/2013_-_the_best_of_the_pre-challenge_tasks
http://www.uts.edu.au/research-and-teaching/our-research/centre-local-government/news/clg-goes-line-deliver-distance


Upcoming ACELG teaching and learning courses Oct-Dec 2014

Elected Members Program: Various dates
Local Environmental Management: on-line
Comparative Local Governance: 1-3 October
Local Government Leadership: 15-17 October & 13-14
Development Control: 23-24 October & 19-21 November
Enhancing Local Government Service Delivery: 22-24 October
Research in Local Government: 29-31 October & 27-28 November
Environmental Health - Theory into Practice: 28-29 October, Parklands Resort Mudgee NSW
Advanced Building Regulation: 6-7 November & 3-5 December.

View all short courses and post-graduate options for 2015 here or contact ACELG staff directly on 02
9514 7884.
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ACELG COMMUNITY HIGHLIGHTS

Public librarians: doing research and enabling research
By Jessie Lymn, ACELG

ACELG Recap of Palembang International Conference on Local Government
By Bligh Grant, ACELG

Innovation Roundup: Energy Efficiency
By Chris Lewis

View more posts at the ACELG Community »

Submit your own written blogs here »
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Find Out About ACELG's Work
ACELG 'In the News'
Subscribe to ACELG newsletters
Receive alerts about new reports or news via Twitter, Facebook or RSS Feed.
Visit Website

Unsubscribe: Click here to unsubscribe from this mailing list. 

Send to a friend: Send this email to someone you think may be
interested.

Australian Centre of Excellence for Local
Government
PO BOX 123 Broadway NSW 2007
Tel: +61 2 9514 3855 Fax: +61 2 9514 4705
acelg@acelg.org.au | www.acelg.org.au
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