
ABOUT THE BUILDING
A cornerstone of UTS’s $1 billion City Campus Master 
Plan, the new state-of-the art Faculty of Science and 
Graduate School of Health Building (Building 7) – which 
opened for classes in late February 2015 – delivers 
world-class facilities to support the university’s pursuit 
of excellence in learning and research.

The Science and Graduate School of Health Build-
ing further consolidates a decades-long investment by 
UTS in being a hub for innovative applied research and 
highly valued practice-oriented education in health and  
science.

The new building connects seamlessly to the  
adjacent existing Faculty of Science Building (Building 
4) and sits across the road from the Faculty of Health, 
which is located in Building 10. Together, these  
facilities create a substantial science and health  
precinct at the heart of UTS and Sydney. The building’s 
mix of specialist research and learning spaces includes 
a public-facing psychology clinic, as well as a 220-seat 
multi-disciplinary Super Lab with technology that makes 
it the first of its kind in Australia and allows up to 12  
different classes to run concurrently.

MEDIA CONTACTS

For media enquiries, interviews or more  
information, please contact: 

Cecelia Haddad on (02) 9360 3600 or 0411 264 948,  
or email cecelia@marketingelements.com.au. 
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Buildings 7 and 4. Credit: Andrew Worssam

Super Lab. Credit: Andrew Worssam
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KEY FACTS

Name
Faculty of Science and Graduate School of Health Building (Building 7)

Design architect
Durbach Block Jaggers in association with BVN Architecture
 
Main works contractor
Richard Crookes Constructions

Additional project partners
• UTS Program Management Office (in-house project manager) 
• Arup (hydraulic and fire services)
• ASPECT Studios (landscape architect)
• Davis Langdon (cost planner)
• Taylor Thomson Whitting (structural engineers)
• Savills (external project manager)
• Steensen Varming (mechanical, electrical and Green Star consulting)
• StoVentec (façade manufacturer)

Location 
City Campus – 67 Thomas St, Ultimo (corner of Thomas St and Jones St)

Size
Levels – eight occupied levels (five above ground and three below ground) plus two plant levels
Gross building area – 13,800m² 
Total usable floor area – 8900m²

Capacity
Maximum population: approximately 1200 (consisting of around 900 students and 300 staff)

Environmental rating
6 Star Green Star Design rating certified by the Green Building Council of Australia (achieved in 
2015), with the Green Star As Built submission currently underway 

Total project value
$154 million (for the Thomas St Project, which also includes Alumni Green and an underground  
Library Retrieval System)



QUICK FACTS

• While the building’s undulating exterior was actually inspired 
by a grove of rippling trees, scientific minds may view it as 
symbolic of the ‘Doppler effect’ – a change in frequency of a 
wave relative to its source. 

• The building’s external cladding is made from more than 75% 
recycled glass (with the outer layer 97% recycled). 

• The colourful artworks decorating the exterior doors are original 
designs by one of the architects, inspired by the original concept 
design for the building. 

• The building’s many laboratories include a Crime Scene 
Simulation Lab, complete with kitchen, bathroom, bedroom 
and dummy bodies – a virtual city apartment – to train future 
forensic scientists and investigators in crime scene  
investigation. 

• The simulated health facilities include a robotic dispensing 
machine, the latest in technology for practising pharmacists. 

• The auditorium interior is fitted out in the colour of creativity 
– green. Green is also the colour best suited to calming the 
brain and facilitating the reception of knowledge and  
information. 

• Still in the auditorium, the quirky ceiling lights are actually 
conical flasks, a visual reminder of the building’s purpose.  

• A wide concrete stairway spirals gracefully between levels 2 
and 7, with a light well generated from a skylight on the roof 
above creating a bright, attractive and healthy alternative to 
the lifts. 

• Thousands of small, pastel, mosaic tiles, enough to cover 
950m², were sourced from Spain for the walls around the 
building’s main stairway and the light well to the Super Lab. 
The effect is one of air and space, even below ground. 

• The building has one of the best views on campus, over 
UTS’s revitalised green heart – Alumni Green – which also 
acts as a roof for the university’s underground Library  
Retrieval System.

Concept sketch. Credit: Durbach Block Jaggers + 
BVN Architecture

Colourful exterior. Credit: Andrew Worssam



KEY FEATURES: DESIGN

Characterised by its natural render and organic, flowing 
lines, the Faculty of Science and Graduate School of Health  
building has been designed – inside and out – to  
complement and reflect its surrounds overlooking Alumni 
Green, UTS’s revitalised green heart. On the inside, a wealth 
of subtle surprises and quirky touches make it unique.

Notable design highlights include:

Undulating façade
Inspired by the organic forms of a tree grove, the flowing 
lines of the building’s façade work in total harmony with the 
trees lining Alumni Green. Offering a quirky contrast to the 
sleek, natural render are approximately 700 colourful, box-
style windows, which make the most of the views across 
campus and flood the building’s interior with natural light.

Spiral stairway and mosaic wall
A wide concrete stairway connecting levels 2 to 7 is both a 
grand feature and the building’s main artery. A light-well  
created by a skylight on the roof above the spiral stairway 
combines with a shimmering mosaic tile wall – consisting of 
950m2 of small pastel tiles from Spain – to produce an  
inviting, active way to move around the building.

Green auditorium and flask-shaped lighting
Moving away from conventional lecture theatres, the  
auditorium is designed to engage and inspire interaction. 
The vibrant green hue of the interior colour scheme is  
complemented by the quirky, conical flask lighting, which 
reminds users of the university’s focus on innovation and 
excellence.

Future-proofed science and health precinct
The new building and its eastern neighbour – the original 
Faculty of Science Building – together give UTS a  
considerable science and health precinct, future-proofed to  
allow for growing student demand and changing needs. 
Doors between the two buildings on four levels provide a 
seamless connection for students and staff. 

Undulating facade. Credit: Andrew Worssam

Stairway and skylight. Credit: Andrew Worssam

Auditorium lighting. Credit: Andrew Worssam



 

 
KEY FEATURES: LEARNING AND RESEARCH
 
Spaces within the building have been custom-designed to 
support UTS’s new student-centred model of learning and 
industry-focused research, which represents a quantum shift 
in the way education and research spaces are designed at 
UTS. The building incorporates specialist labs as well as a 
range of collaborative education spaces with contemporary 
technology to support active learning.

Crime Scene Simulation Lab (level 0)
Custom-designed for the Faculty of Science, the Crime 
Scene Simulation Lab has a kitchen, sitting room, bathroom 
and bedroom – everyday settings where crimes typically 
occur. These settings can be equipped to simulate crimes 
that forensic investigators often encounter, such as break-
and-enter, shooting or suspicious death. This provides real 
practice-based training for students aspiring to be forensic 
scientists.

Super Lab (level 1)
The state-of-the-art multi-disciplinary Super Lab stretches  
52 metres from end to end and is the first of its kind in  
Australia to feature full wireless connectivity. It can  
accommodate more than 200 students at any one time, with 
each of the 26 workbenches seating eight students and 
equipped with touch-screen monitors, headsets and  
microphones to enable up to 12 different classes to run 
concurrently. Each bench also delivers services such as lab 
gasses, vacuum and water supply, and task lighting. A  
demonstration station at every second bench allows  
teachers to work closely with their students, while an  
adjacent break-out area provides an open-plan space for 
collaborative group-work. 

Auditorium (level 2) 
A high-tech, 200-seat auditorium, featuring rows of tiered 
seating and a vibrant green colour scheme, is available for 
various events across UTS. Designed to facilitate multiple 
forms of engagement, it can accommodate presentations, 
group workshops and technology-enabled events. 

Super Lab. Credit: Joanne Saad

Auditorium. Credit: Andrew Worssam

Crime Scene Simulation Lab. Credit: Joanne Saad



                                                                                       
Psychology clinic and consulting rooms (level 2)
The UTS Psychology Clinic, set to open in late 2015, will be 
a professional practice staffed by master’s students from the 
Graduate School of Health working under supervision. They 
will provide affordable services to other students, staff and 
the public, while gaining practical experience. The clinic will 
also have an important research role, being unique among 
universities in taking a multi-disciplinary approach to issues 
such as chronic pain management, and child and family 
behaviour.
 
Health professional teaching spaces (levels 2–3)
These teaching spaces are used principally for health  
professional teaching by the Graduate School of Health. 
Accommodating up to 80 students, the spaces feature eight-
seat pods equipped with LCD screens that facilitate UTS’s 
‘flipped’ learning model. Using this approach, theory-focused 
‘homework’ is completed prior to class, leaving the class free 
to become a practice-based workshop that promotes  
collaboration and group-work, common in contemporary 
health practices.

Simulation rooms (level 2–3) 
Simulation rooms allow Graduate School of Health students 
to practice their technical, communication and engagement 
skills in settings that replicate typical healthcare  
consulting rooms. The rooms are equipped with cameras 
that record the practice session for self- and peer-review in 
the adjoining health professional teaching spaces. One  
simulation room incorporates a simulated pharmacy  
dispensary.

Research labs (levels 5–6)
The layout of the building has been carefully considered to 
ensure research laboratories are in close proximity to office 
and work spaces to allow for greater collaboration across 
teams and different projects. These specialist research labs 
are purpose-built and equipped with state-of-the-art  
instruments to support students and researchers. These 
include a range of latest fluorometers, coral and algal culture 
facilities, and oxygen sensors.  

Green roof (level 8)
On top of the building, a ‘green roof’ accommodates an  
outdoor lab that supports the Faculty of Science’s green  
research with its tree nursery and saltwater tank to grow 
algae, seagrass and saltmarshes. This research aims to 
improve sustainability, management of carbon dioxide  
sequestration, solid waste and wastewater treatment, and 
the management of climate change issues.

Research lab. Credit: Andrew Worssam

Simulation room. Credit: Andrew Worssam

General teaching space. Credit: Andrew Worssam



KEY FEATURES: SOCIAL SPACES

Student commons (level 3)
This informal learning space, which incorporates a café,  
provides a relaxed environment for students to meet and 
study, either individually or in collaborative groups, and  
socialise between classes. It overlooks Alumni Green, which 
acts as an additional social space for students. 

Cornerstone Café (level 3)
Located within the student commons off Jones St, the  
Cornerstone Café will offer another food option for UTS City 
Campus students and staff, as well as the public.

Staff and student lounges (levels 4–7)
A collaborative environment is as important for staff as for  
students and to this end staff lounges are included on four 
levels of the building. These lounges all incorporate  
well-equipped kitchenettes. A lounge for Graduate School 
of Health postgraduate students is incorporated into level 4. 
Staff and student lounges are designed to foster cross- 
disciplinary collaboration and the sharing of ideas.

Staff lounge. Credit: Andrew Worssam

BUILDING LAYOUT

Level 0: Faculty of Science
• Labs: Vacuum, Crime Scene Simulation, Imaging and Clean Room (with 2 x nested PC2 labs)

Level 1: Faculty of Science and Graduate School of Health
• Super Lab (incl. preparation lab)
• Informal student lounge

Level 2: Graduate School of Health
• Clinical Psychology and Physiotherapy
• UTS Psychology Clinic and consulting rooms
• Health professional teaching space (classrooms)
• Simulation rooms 
• Auditorium (general teaching space)
• Utility and equipment rooms 
• Reception and waiting room



Level 3: Graduate School of Health
•  Pharmacy 
• Health professional teaching space (classrooms)
• Simulation rooms (including a robotic dispensing machine)
• Plinth rooms
• Café (general/UTS space)
• Student commons (general/UTS space)

Level 4: Graduate School of Health
• Head of School Unit
• Graduate School of Health offices and workstations
• Lab (PC2): Pharmaceutical Sciences and Cell Biology
• Meeting rooms 
• Collaborative staff lounge and kitchenette
• Postgraduate student lounge and kitchenette 

Level 5: Faculty of Science
• Faculty of Science offices and workstations
• Labs (PC2): General, Maths, Physics, Optics and Dark Room
• Meeting rooms 
• Collaborative staff lounge and kitchenette 

Level 6: Faculty of Science 
• Faculty of Science offices and workstations
• Labs (PC2): General, Microscope, Biosafety and Sample Processing
• Meeting rooms
• Collaborative staff lounge and kitchenette 
 
Level 7: Faculty of Science 
• Dean’s Unit
• Technical Services, Faculty of Science
• Boardroom
• Meeting rooms
• Collaborative staff lounge and kitchenette
• Roof garden

Level 8: Faculty of Science
• Green roof: Saltwater research tank and tree research area (restricted access)



PROJECT TIMELINE

• February 2011: Design competition for the building
• March 2012: Excavation of the site begins
• February 2013: Construction gets underway
• March 2014: ‘Topping out’ of the building is achieved (structure complete)
• June 2014: Internal fit-out begins
• October 2014: Practical completion is achieved
• February 2015: Teaching begins (Semester 1) 

THE UTS SCIENCE AND HEALTH PRECINCT 

Science and health are two of the fastest-growing areas of learning and research at UTS. The new 
building substantially increases the space and technology available to the university’s students and 
staff, supporting excellence in education and research now and into the future.

About the Faculty of Science

UTS: Science is a research-intensive faculty with a growing reputation for its quality and impact  
research across a wide range of cross disciplines – chemistry and forensic science, the environment, 
mathematical sciences and modelling, medical and molecular biosciences, and physics and advanced 
materials. Its course offering is practice-oriented, globally relevant and research-focused, that applies 
enquiry-based learning approaches to produce work-ready graduates.

SUSTAINABILITY

The Faculty of Science and Graduate School of Health Building 
has been awarded a 6 Star Green Star Design rating, certified 
by the Green Building Council of Australia (GBCA). The Green 
Star As Built submission is currently underway. Sustainability 
has been considered throughout the building, which includes  
external cladding made from more than 75% recycled glass,  
a roof garden and green roof for research. A 27,000-litre  
rainwater tank supplies recycled water for the rooftop garden 
and the building’s toilets. A natural cooling system has been 
incorporated into the building design, significantly cutting energy 
use and reducing running costs by up to 20%.
 
CITY LINKS

As part of the UTS City Campus, the new Faculty of Science 
and Graduate School of Health Building is located at the  
southern gateway to the Sydney CBD. Situated within the city’s 
burgeoning entrepreneurial precinct, close to Darling Harbour 
and Central Station, it is easily accessible from all parts of 
Sydney.

Roof garden. Credit: Danielle McCartney



The new building is a response to increasing demand for quality and collaborative research across 
disciplines by both students and researchers. Its substantial new laboratory facilities combine with 
existing science learning and research spaces in the adjacent building (Building 4, currently being 
upgraded) to create a future-proofed science and health precinct in the heart of Sydney.

About the Graduate School of Health

Established in 2011 to address the multi-faceted challenges facing the health professions, the  
UTS Graduate School of Health provides practice-based graduate-entry masters degrees and high- 
impact research in four disciplines: pharmacy, orthoptics, health policy and clinical psychology. 

Pharmacy, health policy and clinical psychology are now based in the new building, where  they will 
be joined by the new discipline of physiotherapy from 2016. Orthoptics facilities are located in the 
Tower (Building 1). 

About the Faculty of Health

UTS: Health delivers innovative, practice-based education and high-impact research that focuses on 
improving health outcomes in both local and global communities. 

The faculty offers courses in a broad range of disciplines – including health services management, 
midwifery, nursing, and sport and exercise – employing an active learning approach that develops 
graduates with attributes highly sought after by employers. As a long-standing partner of the health 
professions, UTS: Health engages in health services and practice research that both informs policy 
and improves practice in Australia and overseas.

The Faculty of Health is based in Building 10 on the City Campus, (on the other side of Jones St 
from Building 7) where its state-of-the-art facilities include 8 purpose-built labs that simulate hospital 
settings, allowing students to become familiar with clinical environments. These labs form part of the 
most highly developed nursing, midwifery and paediatric laboratories on the east coast of Australia, 
thanks to a $5 million upgrade in 2011. Additional facilities in Building 10 are currently under  
construction to accommodate faculty students and staff relocating from the Kuring-gai Campus in 
late 2015.

INTERVIEWS

A number of UTS spokespeople are available for interview.  

For media enquiries, please contact: Cecelia Haddad on (02) 9360 3600 or 0411 264 948,  
or email cecelia@marketingelements.com.au. 


