
UTSPEAKS: is a free public lecture series presented by UTS experts discussing a range of important issues confronting contemporary Australia. 
To become a regular subscriber to the UTSpeaks public lecture series register at http://sendstudio.itd.uts.edu.au
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FREE PUBLIC LECTURE

When	
Thursday 28 May 2009
6.00pm drinks 
6.30pm lecture start 
concluding 7.50pm  

Where
UTS Great Hall
Level 5 UTS Tower, Broadway

Transport
UTS is only ten minutes walk from 
Central Station, Eddy Avenue and 
Railway Square bus stops. 
Call 131 500 for routes and times.
Parking is available for those with 
a disability or special need to drive: 
Peter Johnson Building 
Basement Car Park 
702-730 Harris St, Ultimo.

RSVP 
Tuesday 26 May 2009 
Contact: Robert Button     
Tel: 02 9514 1734    
Email: robert.button@uts.edu.au

may 28

Last year healing tears were shed and new hope found when Prime Minister Rudd gave a 
national apology to Indigenous Australia for two centuries of oppression and disadvantage. 
But as the Intervention lingers with questionable success, matched by divisive and dubious 
media stereotyping, many Indigenous communities feel more marginalised than ever.
With two expert speakers, this public lecture examines familiar and emerging injustices 
arising from the Intervention. It contrasts Australian Indigenous policy with international 
human rights laws and conventions; then offers an alternative roadmap for reform that draws 
from key government reports and inspiring programs developed by Indigenous communities at 
the grass roots.

Not so 
Reconciled
Does the ongoing Northern Territory intervention 
reveal a hollow ‘sorry’ and simply more injustice for 
Indigenous Australians?

Alison ViviAn
Alison Vivian is a lawyer and Senior Researcher with the UTS Jumbunna Indigenous House of Learning.  
Awarded a Fulbright scholarship in 2003/2004 she undertook a Master of Laws through the Indigenous 
Peoples’ Law and Policy program at the University of Arizona, headed by some of the world’s foremost 
indigenous legal scholars. Alison’s primary research interests include Indigenous self-determination 
and native title. She was one of the team of lawyers who assisted a senior Indigenous people from the 
Northern Territory to prepare a complaint to the United Nations Committee for the Elimination of Racial 
Discrimination in relation to the Northern Territory Intervention.

Nicole Watson
A researcher with the UTS Jumbunna Indigenous House of Learning, Nicole is a member of the 
Birri-Gubba People and the Yugambeh language group. She studied law at the University of Queensland 
and completed a master of laws at QUT. Nicole is now collaborating with Professor Larissa Behrendt in 
writing a textbook on legal issues of significant concern to Indigenous communities. She became a solicitor 
of the Supreme Court of Queensland in 1999, has worked for Legal Aid Queensland, the National Native 
Title Tribunal and the Queensland Environmental Protection Agency. Nicole is also widely published. U
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