
The Stain of Guilt

Miscarriages of Justice

A public lecture by Wendy Bacon 



Post trial –
New Idea 1991



New Idea 1991 - The World According 
to Barry

• “Two years of mental torment followed”
• “ It will take him a lifetime to recover from 

the trauma”
• “ There were times when I considered 

suicide because I could see no way out”
• “ Barry adds that he is trying to pick up the 

pieces and forget the past



Sixty Minutes to the rescue
Tonight, all the players have their say, and for the first time, [there 

is] dramatic testimony from the children caught up in this 
extraordinary saga of hatred, betrayal and revenge.

Tony: I’ve kept it all bottled inside This is the first time I’ve 
come out and talked …. 

Tony and Chris have a story to tell.

They've had enough. Now they feel they must speak up.

Roseanne’s Story is a like a Hollywood plot….

Barry : she is more evil than Satan



Factors in Miscarriages of Justice 

�ω Illegal or Overzealous police conduct 

� ω Faulty or partial expert evidence 

� ω Media bias, pressure or stereotyping 

� ω Unreliable Circumstantial evidence 
• -



A judicial inquiry needed? 
• - Hundreds of long conversations between prosecution 

witnesses during the inquiry – referred for action – no action 
taken.

• - Prosecution witnesses referred to action on potential 
perjury - no action taken 

• - Barry Catt claim for $90,000 victims compensation on 
basis of false statements – no public action taken. 

• - Actions of Crown Prosecutor Patrick Power in 
misleading jury – referred to authorities since 2000 – no action 

• - File on Aboriginal child abuse racket it Taree – relevant 
to Catt case – all files lost.

• Witness admits gave false evidence in a manslaughter case -
DPP sees no cause for action. 


